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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East Peace Settlement 
includes: 
col 179  Lord Soley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what role the European Union is 
currently playing in efforts to reach a wider Middle East peace settlement. 

 

col 181  Lord Carrington of Fulham: … This debate comes at a time of mourning for the 
life of General Sharon. His life in some ways is an exemplar of the problems that have 
bedevilled attempts to find a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He moved from 
freedom fighter—terrorist to some—to being a successful general, to being accused of 
war crimes and to becoming a hard-line Prime Minister who removed the settlements 
from Gaza. His was a life that many, including me, would like to interpret as a 
progression from a belief that the conflict could be solved through violence to a 
realisation that the only solution is through compromise, negotiation and magnanimity. …  
It would be wrong to say, as some Arab commentators claim, that the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is the root of all the problems in the Middle East. However, the conflict is certainly 
not divorced from the Sunni-Shia war and the persecution of Christians in some Arab 
countries. …  

 

col 182  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … I will first echo my noble friend Lord Carrington’s 
comments about Ariel Sharon … We constantly hear a lot about what Israel must do to 
reach a peace settlement, such as stopping the expansion of settlements—the list of 
actions that Israel should take goes on. I have no problem with some of these demands, 
but demands should also be made of the Palestinians as, without give and take on both 
sides, no progress will be made. …  
What does Israel see? The glorification of terrorism and violence in the Palestinian 
Authority and Hamas media, along with a denial of the Jewish connection to the land and 
any right to statehood. …  

 

col 183  Baroness O'Loan: … When I was in Jordan, I visited a Gaza camp at Jaresh, a 
long drive from Amman, perched on the side of a barren mountain in the desert. It has 
been there since the people fled from Gaza in 1967. They are not recognised as 
refugees; they are displaced people. … The European Union and those who support it 
could make a difference to those young lives. …  

 

col 186  Lord Weidenfeld: … Pinpricks from Brussels, such as trade boycotts and 
academic and other cultural  ostracism,  inflame only one party.  When  Israel  released a  
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third batch of 26 imprisoned Palestinians, it included a man who killed a woman in the 
ninth month of pregnancy, three further children and an Israeli soldier trying to prevent 
this crime; he was hailed by President Abbas as a national hero and a model for 
Palestinian youth. No doubt, Palestinians could point to deeply offensive incidents 
allegedly committed by Israelis and, of course, there is the tremendous problem of the 
settlements. …  

 

col 187  Lord Leigh of Hurley: … the recent European Court of Auditors’ Special Report 
No. 14, which was published in 2013, draws attention to some very worrying 
observations, such that a “considerable number”, in its words, of civil servants in Gaza 
were being paid without going to work or providing any public service. Furthermore, it is 
now clear that a significant proportion of the Palestinian Authority’s budget, in part 
financed by the EU Pegase programme, is used to pay a salary to Palestinian prisoners 
in Israel, many of whom have been convicted of terrorist activities. This now runs at a 
rate of nearly £3 million per month and, perversely, the longer the sentence, the greater 
the salary. …  

 

col 190  Baroness Tonge:  … John Kerry himself, as reported in Haaretz this week, has 
warned of moves to delegitimise Israel. He talked of a “boycott campaign on steroids” 
should talks fail, a point referred to by the noble Lord, Lord Weidenfeld. This boycott 
campaign is already happening. Settlement goods are being banned from some 
supermarket chains. Soda Stream, Ahava cosmetics, G4S and Veolia have all been 
suffering because of association with Israel. The largest water company in the 
Netherlands has stopped its collaboration with the Israeli water company Mekorot, 
Romania has banned its workers going to Israel from working in the settlements, and we 
know that universities here and in South Africa are increasingly calling for academic 
boycotts. Do we really want that? I certainly do not. Israel will become isolated from the 
international community and that would be a tragedy. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-
0002.htm#140114106000492  
 

col 194  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … We 
welcome signs of growing momentum in the Middle East peace process and the 
continued commitment of Israel and the Palestinians to reach a peace agreement. The 
EU is a leading trading partner for Israel and the Palestinians and can play a vital role in 
encouraging progress in the talks. …  
The EU is the leading multilateral donor to the Palestinian Authority and provided $2.2 
billion of support to the Occupied Territories between 2007 and 2013. This assistance in 
helping strengthen state institutions, law and order and the provision of essential services 
in the West Bank and Gaza is essential. In other words, it is helping the Palestinian 
Authority to build the foundations for a sovereign and viable Palestinian state …  
We have repeatedly condemned Israel’s announcements to expand settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, including east Jerusalem. As well as being illegal under 
international law, settlements undermine the possibility of a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable peace. We are advising 
British businesses to bear in mind the British Government’s view on the illegality of 
settlements under international law when considering their investment and activities in 
the region. …  
We understand the concerns of people who do not wish to purchase goods exported 
from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It was in order to enable 
consumers to make a more fully informed decision concerning the products they buy that 
in December 2009 the UK introduced voluntary guidelines to enable produce from Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Territories to be specifically labelled as such. The EU-wide 
guidelines on the labelling of settlement produce would be an important step to ensure 
correct and coherent implementation of EU consumer protection …  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0002.htm#140114106000492
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0002.htm#140114106000492
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the UK will continue to work closely with the EU and our international partners and spare 
no effort to promote peace in the Middle East. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Israel 
Mr Godsiff: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Israeli authorities over the arrest and detention of 
Sireen Khudiri. [182108] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have not made 
representations on this specific case. We understand that Ms Sireen Khudiri was 
released from Israeli detention on 8 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0
003.htm#140114108000072 
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he raised the issues of (a) the Israeli Government’s approval of new housing 
units at the illegal settlements of Ofra and Karnei Shomron and (b) the commitment 
made by the UK and other EU member states at the Foreign Affairs Council on 14 
December 2013 to monitor settlement expansion and its broader implications, and act 
accordingly with the Israeli Foreign Minister on 7 January 2014. [182519] 

Hugh Robertson: On 10 January I issued a press statement expressing deep 
concern over Israel’s decision to announce further settlement building in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. The UK reiterates our opposition to Israeli 
settlements to the Israeli Government at every opportunity. 
On 16 December, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), along with 27 
Foreign Ministers of the member states of the EU, unanimously warned against 
actions that undermine the current negotiations and deplored Israel’s continuous 
expansion of settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0
003.htm#140114108000073  
 

Palestinians 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to support an application for Palestinian membership of the 
International Olive Council. [182272] 

Hugh Robertson: The Government has been clear that it believes the Palestinian 
focus should be on the US-led final status negotiations with Israel rather than 
upgrading their status in UN bodies or international organisations. The 
Palestinians are not pursuing an application for membership to the International 
Olive Council at the present time. 

Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make representations to the government of Israel to end the blockade on Gaza; if he 
will work with other EU countries to press the Government of Israel to allow essential 
equipment and parts to be brought in to Gaza for the building and operation of 
desalinisation and power plants; and if he will make a statement. [182286] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to make regular representations to the Israeli 
authorities to ease restrictions on Gaza, including on movement of people and 
goods to and from Gaza. We stress the damage that the Israeli restrictions are 
doing to the living standards of ordinary  Palestinians in Gaza and that  supporting  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000073
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legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel's long-term interests. 
We have welcomed some recent positive developments, including the Israeli 
authorities' decision to again allow construction materials to be imported into 
Gaza for humanitarian projects from 10 December and reports on 18 December 
that six truckloads of electrical and mechanical equipment required for expansion 
of the desalination plant entered Gaza through Kerem Shalom. 
We are encouraging the Palestinian Authority, Israel and other interested parties 
to find both an immediate and long-term solution to Gaza's energy crisis. On 15 
December, following a Qatari donation to the Palestinian Authority to fund the 
purchase of fuel for Gaza, Israel allowed 450,000 litres of industrial diesel to enter 
via the Kerem Shalom Crossing which enabled the Gaza power plant to restart 
partial operations for the first time since 1 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0
003.htm#140114108000074  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 18 December 2013, Official Report, column 626W, on 
Palestinians, what views the Government communicated to the Palestinian Authority 
prior to or during the meeting of the International Olive Council on the Palestinian 
Authority's membership of the Council. [181356] 

Hugh Robertson: Since the Palestinian UN General Assembly upgrade in 
November 2012, the Government has been clear in our belief that the focus 
should be on the negotiation process. To this end, we have noted our concerns 
about the potential impact of any Palestinian action to upgrade their status in UN 
bodies or international organisations with the Palestinian Authority. We raised the 
International Olive Council with the Palestinian Authority's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in October 2013 in this regard. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0
001.htm#14011330000049  
 

The question referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0
001.htm#13121870000020  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Religious Hatred 
Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
conversations he had with the (a) EU and (b) World Bank on measures to prevent 
international aid funding from being used by non-governmental organisations to incite 
religious hatred. [182096] 

Lynne Featherstone: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Department for 
International Development. 
DFID has a zero tolerance approach to discrimination and would not consider 
funding, directly or indirectly through multilateral contributions any projects that 
discriminate between individuals or groups of people on any grounds including 
race, sex, sexual orientation, religion and disability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0
001.htm#14011330000050  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0001.htm#14011330000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0001.htm#14011330000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0001.htm#14011330000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140113/text/140113w0001.htm#14011330000050
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Hezbollah 
Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the acquisition of Russian-made Yakhont anti-ship cruise 
missiles from the government of Syria by Hezbollah. [182094] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK is aware of media reports that the Syrian Government 
ordered the coastal defence version of the Yakhont system from Russia in 2007 
and received the first batteries in early 2011. Russia has continued to supply 
weaponry to a regime that has shown itself to be incapable of using its weapons 
systems proportionately or discriminately. Since 15 December, the regime has 
continued to use SCUD missiles and barrel bombs on Aleppo, leaving more than 
700 dead, many of whom were children. 

Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his Russian counterpart on the supply by Syria of Russian-
made Yakhont anti-ship cruise missiles to Hezbollah; and what assessment he has made 
of whether such a supply would place Russia or Syria in breach of Article 11 of the Arms 
Trade Treaty. [182095] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK regularly raises with the Russian Government the 
issue of their continued supply of weapons to the Syrian Government. Russia has 
continued to supply weaponry to a regime that has shown itself to be incapable of 
using its weapons systems proportionately or discriminately, as is demonstrated 
by the regime's continued use of SCUD missiles and barrel bombs on Aleppo, 
leaving more than 700 dead, many of them children. 
Unfortunately neither Russia nor Syria has signed the arms trade treaty. Syria was 
one of only three states that sought to block the adoption of the treaty, despite an 
overwhelming global majority agreeing that the treaty was an important 
development for the international arms trade. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0
003.htm#140114108000069  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Strengthening the EU's response to radicalisation and violent extremism 
We are currently facing a growing extremist threat which has mutated and evolved in the 
last few years, spreading across our continent. Terrorism is now being driven by a wide 
range of sources, including nationalist ideologies, Al Qaida, violent left-wing groups, 
anarchists, and not least right-wing ideologies. 
It is now time to focus Europe's efforts on a truly pre-emptive response – because no 
country in the EU is spared from the spread of violent extremism. … 
European citizens are also directly affected by terrorist activity from around the world … 
But Europeans can also be the perpetrators of these attacks. Often triggered by 
extremist propaganda or by recruiters, Europeans travel abroad to train and to fight in 
combat zones, becoming more radicalised in the process. … 
Terrorist groups and extremists are also capitalising on advances in technology to find 
new ways of engaging with disaffected youth. They take advantage of social networking 
sites, online video channels and radical chat rooms. … 
Traditional law enforcement techniques are insufficient to deal with these evolving trends 
in radicalisation and violent extremism. A broader approach is required to prevent and 
counter this phenomenon. … 
Today we are moving one step further with the adoption of ten recommendations directed  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000069
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140114/text/140114w0003.htm#140114108000069
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mainly to EU Member States … What we are proposing is a new toolbox for Europe in 
countering extremism, focusing at the root of the problem. … 
On the basis of these recommendations, the EU will develop a European knowledge hub 
to counter violent extremism. This will act as a sort of European anti-extremism centre 
that will help national and local authorities in their work and, through the use of EU 
funding, will also coordinate research in this field. … 
We are also urging Member States to present national action plans on how to improve 
preventive action. … 
National authorities need to work closer with civil society to better counteract extremists' 
online propaganda. … 
Both victims' and former extremists' voices are a powerful tool for prevention and de-
radicalisation, but the necessary support must be available … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-18_en.htm 
 
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions: 
Preventing Radicalisation to Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Strengthening the 
EU's Response  
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/crisis-and-
terrorism/radicalisation/docs/communication_on_preventing_radicalisation_and_violence
_promoting_extremism_201301_en.pdf  
 
 

Radicalisation Awareness Network 

Preventing Radicalisation to Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Strengthening the 
EU's Response  
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-
practices/docs/collection_of_approaches_lessons_learned_and_practices_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/am/140114s0
1.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/pm/140114s0
1.htm  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-18_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/crisis-and-terrorism/radicalisation/docs/communication_on_preventing_radicalisation_and_violence_promoting_extremism_201301_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/crisis-and-terrorism/radicalisation/docs/communication_on_preventing_radicalisation_and_violence_promoting_extremism_201301_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/crisis-and-terrorism/radicalisation/docs/communication_on_preventing_radicalisation_and_violence_promoting_extremism_201301_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-practices/docs/collection_of_approaches_lessons_learned_and_practices_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-practices/docs/collection_of_approaches_lessons_learned_and_practices_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-practices/docs/collection_of_approaches_lessons_learned_and_practices_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/am/140114s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/am/140114s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/pm/140114s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140114/pm/140114s01.htm
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Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/su059-III-b.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140113-
0001.htm#14011310000751 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/ml050-R-II.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/ml50-R-II-
rev.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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