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Israel 

House of Lords Written Questions 

EU: Overseas Aid 
Baroness Deech To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the European Commission in respect of the recommendation of the European 
Court of Auditors in Special Report 14/2013 that they undertake a major review of the 
Pegase programme of Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority.[HL4165] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government does not currently plan to make 
representations to the European Commission. The European Court of Auditors 
found no evidence of corruption or mismanagement of processes and the report 
clearly states that robust processes are in place to ensure that funds reach the 
intended beneficiaries. The European Commission has already started a dialogue 
with the Palestinian Authority (PA) on the issue of PA staff in Gaza. The European 
Court of Auditors report concluded that the European Union has succeeded in 
providing support to the PA in difficult circumstances. The Government fully 
endorses the EU’s approach to supporting the PA and notes that some of the 
recommendations in the report have already been implemented. 

Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the European Court of Auditors' recent report concerning misuse of European Union 
funds destined for the Gazan people through the Pegase programme.[HL4166] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government does not currently plan to make 
representations to the European Commission. The European Court of Auditors 
found no evidence of corruption or mismanagement of processes and the report 
clearly states that robust processes are in place to ensure that funds reach the 
intended beneficiaries. The European Commission has already started a dialogue 
with the Palestinian Authority (PA) on the issue of PA staff in Gaza. The European 
Court of Auditors report concluded that the European Union has succeeded in 
providing support to the PA in difficult circumstances. The Government fully 
endorses the EU’s approach to supporting the PA and notes that some of the 
recommendations in the report have already been implemented. 

Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
monitor the use of United Kingdom funds contributed to the European Union aid 
programme for Palestinians.[HL4167] 

Baroness Northover: All EU funding to Palestine is independently monitored by 
the European Court of Auditors. We welcome the recent Court report on the EU 
Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority, which acknowledges that the  
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Commission and the European External Action Service have succeeded in 
implementing this support in difficult circumstances, and found no evidence of 
corruption or mismanagement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#140
10768001252  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made, if 
any, to the government of France following the incident in October when a French 
diplomat from the Consulate in Jerusalem was man-handled by Israeli forces and 
prevented from handing out tents and emergency aid intended for the village of Khirbet 
Al-Makhul in the Jordan Valley.[HL4094] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
has not made any representations to the government of France on this matter as 
this is a matter for the French Government. The EU issued a statement, which 
said that EU representatives were in touch with the Israeli authorities to express 
concern and to demand an explanation:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/13878
0.pdf  

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will discuss with the 
government of Israel the reported issue of house demolition notices to residents of 
Hares.[HL4095] 

Baroness Warsi: While we have not raised this specific issue, officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to the Israel 
authorities our serious concerns about the actual or threatened demolition of 
Palestinian homes and infrastructure in the West Bank. The Department for 
International Development have advised that the residents of Hares who have 
demolition orders are receiving legal aid through the Jerusalem Legal Aid and 
Human Rights Center (JLAC), a partner of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
which the UK helps fund. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0002.htm#140
10768001282  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Palestinian Authority to send assistance and fuel to Gaza. [HL4155] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: British Consulate General and Department for 
International Development staff have made several representations to the 
Palestinian Authority on the importance of finding both an immediate and long-
term solution to the energy crisis in Gaza. 
The Permanent Under-Secretary of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Sir 
Simon Fraser, discussed the Gaza fuel issue with the Palestinian Prime Minister 
on 19 November 2013. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with (1) the government of Israel, and (2) the World Health Organisation, concerning 
airborne weaponry used over Gaza in the last five years since and including Operation 
Cast Lead, in particular in respect of its effect on the reproductive health of Gazans and 
unborn children.[HL4156] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble We are not aware of any recent discussions on this 
specific issue. However, we are unable, in the time available, to search all 
relevant information covering the last five years. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assistance are they sending 
to Gaza after recent severe flooding there.[HL4157] 

Baroness  Northover:  The   UK  already   provides  significant  support  to  Gaza  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#14010768001252
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#14010768001252
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138780.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138780.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0002.htm#14010768001282
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0002.htm#14010768001282
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through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to provide health, education and other vital services. 
At present our partner agencies have assessed that current emergency response 
mechanisms are working well, but we will monitor the situation closely for any 
further developments. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning reports of the opening of dams at the 
eastern borders of Gaza, and its impact on the flooding there.[HL4158] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised these 
reports with the head of the Civil Coordination Department of the Israeli 
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories Office (COGAT) and were 
assured that there was no truth in the story. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assistance they are giving to 
Gaza in respect of power and media blackouts there.[HL4159] 

Baroness Northover: We are concerned by power shortages in Gaza and have 
been liaising closely with the UN and other agencies to ensure that measures are 
being taken to ameliorate the situation. We welcome recent steps taken by 
Palestinian, Israeli and international partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#140
10768001259  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107-
0001.htm#14010750000895  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/su059-IIIa.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#14010768001259
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107w0001.htm#14010768001259
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107-0001.htm#14010750000895
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140107-0001.htm#14010750000895
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/su059-IIIa.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/am050-R-b.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
** closes in 5 days 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultati
on-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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