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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Middle East 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on revoking Military 
Order 418 and returning planning powers on Area C to the Palestinian Authorities. 
[180436] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to urge Israel to ease the restrictions in place in 
Area C and to fulfil its obligation under the Oslo agreement to transfer authority 
over Area C to the Palestinian authority. Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv 
most recently raised the issue of development for Palestinian communities with 
the Office of the Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) 
on 3 December. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0
001.htm#13121870000016  

 
Palestinians 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs for 
what reasons the UK voted against Palestinian membership of the Olive Council. 
[180428] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK did not vote against Palestinian membership of the 
International Olive Council. At the November meeting of the International Olive 
Council the Palestinian Authority did not ask for a vote on their application for full 
membership of the Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0
001.htm#13121870000020 
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

EU: Overseas Aid 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the 
estimate by the European Commission of the value of European Union-funded 
development and humanitarian projects in the Occupied Territories destroyed by Israel 
between 2001 and 2011.[HL4004] 

Baroness Northover: Reports suggest that $66m of European-supported 
development and  humanitarian  projects  in the  Occupied  Palestinian  Territories  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131218/text/131218w0001.htm#13121870000020
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(OPTs) were destroyed by Israel from 2001-2011. Such demolitions cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; 
and, in all but the most limited circumstances, are contrary to international 
humanitarian law. We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our 
serious concern at the increase in demolitions of Palestinian properties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000475  

 
Israel 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
received from the government of Israel about academic boycotts of that country; and 
whether they plan to take action as a result of those representations.[HL3936] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Israeli Ambassador to the UK wrote to the former Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member 
for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), in May, to express concerns over a small 
number of incidents involving Israeli speakers at British universities. As we made 
clear, the Government strongly opposes boycotts of Israel or Israeli academics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000498  
 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures they will propose to 
provide effective relief for, and resettlement of, Palestinian refugees in Egypt, and to 
resolve their nationality status.[HL4005] 

Baroness Northover: We are very concerned by reports of an estimated 5000 
Palestinian refugees from Syria currently in Egypt. The government has raised 
concerns with relevant authorities over reports of indefinite detention, deportation 
to third countries - including Syria - and urged them to allow the relevant UN 
agencies to provide services to such refugees in Egypt. We will continue to raise 
these issues with the Egyptian authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000509  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take 
following reports of the killing on 7 December by Israeli soldiers of Wajeeh Wajdi Mustafa 
al-Ramali near the entrance to the Al Jalazoun Refugee Camp in Gaza.[HL4010] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
details of the incident of 7 December at the al-Jalazoun Refugee Camp, in the 
West Bank, are not yet clear. The Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) have launched an 
investigation into the incident but cannot confirm at this stage whether the minor 
died as a result of IDF live fire. We will follow developments closely. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the effect on human health of the fishing limit imposed by Israel off the coast of Gaza, 
particularly in the light of recent problems with sewage services there.[HL4011] 

Baroness Warsi: We are concerned by reports of sewerage from Gaza polluting 
the sea. We have not made an assessment of the impact of this pollution of the 
sea on fish stocks or any associated public health risk. We continue to press the 
Israeli government at ministerial and official level to ease restrictions on Gaza, 
including access to fishing areas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000481  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000498
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000498
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000509
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000509
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000481
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000481
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-08654 John Finnie: American Studies Association’s Academic Boycott of 
Israel—That the Parliament commends the American Studies Association (ASA), which, 
it understands, is the USA’s oldest and largest body devoted to the interdisciplinary study 
of its culture and history, on joining what it sees as the growing international movement 
boycotting Israel because of its treatment of Palestinians; understands that the ASA’s 
action is a result of a vote among its members that returned a two-thirds majority in 
favour of a boycott; believes that the ASA is correct to do this in light of what it considers 
Israeli state policies that continue to breach international law and human rights, and calls 
on all organisations with a commitment to freedom and human rights to do likewise. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08654&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Question 

Persecution of Christians 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government further to the remarks of 
Baroness Warsi on 19 November (HL Deb, GC 402), on what evidence they base their 
conclusion that the persecution of Christians is mostly the work of extremists who do not 
follow any faith. [HL3881] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): As I set 
out in my speech at Georgetown University last month the perpetrators of 
persecution range from states to militant groups, and even to a person’s own 
family. We do not hold statistics on the perpetrators but we are clear that the 
jihadists, whom you referred to in the debate on 19 November, in carrying out 
these attacks are not being faithful to the teachings of any faith. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000511  
 

The remarks referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-
gc0001.htm#13111972000072  
 

The speech referred to above can be read at 
http://sayeedawarsi.com/2013/11/16/an-international-response-to-a-global-crisis-speech-
at-georgetown-university-washington-dc/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08654&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08654&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000511
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000511
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111972000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111972000072
http://sayeedawarsi.com/2013/11/16/an-international-response-to-a-global-crisis-speech-at-georgetown-university-washington-dc/
http://sayeedawarsi.com/2013/11/16/an-international-response-to-a-global-crisis-speech-at-georgetown-university-washington-dc/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/pbc1231812a.1-7.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-
0001.htm#13121847000384  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-
0002.htm#13121859000588  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1231812a.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1231812a.1-7.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-0001.htm#13121847000384
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-0001.htm#13121847000384
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-0002.htm#13121859000588
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218-0002.htm#13121859000588
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/
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UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 

TOP 
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