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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Question 

Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the reply by 
Baroness Warsi on 19 November (HL Deb, GC 400), what steps they are taking to 
encourage British Muslim leaders and clerics to clarify and confirm the peaceful nature of 
the Koran, the Hadith and the Sunnah.[HL3579] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): As I 
said on 19 November this Government supports the role that faith plays in British 
society, particularly when different faiths come together. Our Integration policy 
includes programmes that strengthen mutual understanding and, as part of this, 
Muslims have participated in an outstanding 95% of Near Neighbours projects, 
drawing on their religious requirement to work for the common good. Additionally, 
through The Big Iftar this year British Imams and Muslims across the country 
opened their doors to non-Muslims to share evening meals together. The Big Iftar 
culminated with the Prime Minister’s visit to Manchester's Jamia Mosque in 
August and the Government will continue to support initiatives that show there is 
no contradiction between being British and Muslim. 
This Government also recognises the importance of involving a wide range of 
people and organisations from the public and private sector in its work to tackle 
extremism and terrorism. Prevent continues to work with and through the faith 
sector, which we recognise has a unique role to play in reaching out to young 
people at risk of radicalisation and addressing claims made in the name of religion 
by apologists for violence. The Home Office funds a number of community 
resilience projects across Prevent priority areas which aim to amplify the positive 
community response to extremism and a positive, peaceful view of Islam. These 
projects include establishing networks through engaging with mosques and 
community leaders, and providing training as well as funding for products like 
leaflets and websites. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000403 
 

The reply referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-
gc0001.htm#13111956000156  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000403
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000403
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
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House of Commons Committee on Standards 

Report on All-Party Parliamentary Groups 
vol 1   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmstnprv/357/357.pdf  
vol 2   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmstnprv/357/357vw.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Dietary needs 
Jim Hume: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on raising awareness 
among the population of the dietary needs of some people because of their religious 
beliefs.  (S4W-18447)  

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to promoting a multi-faith 
and multi-cultural society based on mutual trust, respect and understanding. The 
Scottish Government funded the Scottish Working Group on Religion and Belief 
Relations to write and publish Belief in Dialogue: Religion and Belief Relations in 
Scotland Good Practice Guide (2011), which provides guidance (including 
examples of successful activities) in bringing together people of different faiths 
and beliefs to develop and engage in dialogue and relationship building.  
We have also allocated over £1 million (2012-2015) to support faith-based 
projects to create, among other things, opportunities for the development of 
interfaith and cross-cultural awareness and understanding, including raising 
awareness of the dietary needs of some people because of their religious beliefs.  
In school education, religious and moral education enables children and young 
people to explore the world’s major religions and to develop their own beliefs and 
values. Through Curriculum for Excellence, from the early years to level four, the 
experience and outcomes for religious and moral education include strands that 
enable children and young people to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of a variety of practices and traditions associated with world religions, including 
dietary requirements.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-18447&ResultsPerPage=10  
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Israel 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the Israeli military’s use of live fire against 
students within Al Quds University on 17 November.[HL3501] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Whilst we have not made representations on this specific incident, the UK 
has repeatedly made clear to Israel our concerns over the manner in which the 
Israeli Defence Force (IDF) polices Palestinian protests, including the use of live 
fire. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations 
to the government of Israel about allegations of mock raids and arrests by the Israeli 
army affecting civilians in the West Bank; and whether they will press for such allegations  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmstnprv/357/357.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmstnprv/357/357vw.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-18447&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-18447&ResultsPerPage=10
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to be investigated and anyone found guilty of misconduct to be disciplined.[HL3598] 
Baroness Warsi: We have asked officials at the British Embassy in Tel Aviv and 
British Consulate-General in Jerusalem to look into these allegations. Once we 
have further information, we will decide whether to make representations to the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000404  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government when they last discussed with the 
government of Israel the night-time arrests of Palestinian children and their transfer to 
interrogation and detention centres in Israel; what replies they received; and what has 
since been done to implement improvements in the treatment of such children.[HL3525] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness 
Warsi): Officials from the British Embassy in Tel Aviv have frequent discussions 
with the Israeli authorities on this issue, most recently with the Israeli Ministry of 
Justice on 21 November. The British Ambassador to Tel Aviv wrote to Israeli 
Minister of Justice, Tzipi Livni, on the subject in June and again on 14 October. 
Minister Livni has undertaken to look into our concerns and has outlined some 
steps taken. In September this year the Israeli Defence Force central command 
agreed to pilot summons of children in two areas of the West Bank, in lieu of night 
time arrests. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel regarding reported differences in procedures and conditions for 
Israeli and Palestinian children arrested by Israeli authorities for equivalent offences. 
[HL3527] 

Baroness Warsi: We have made repeated representations to the Israeli 
authorities on the differences in treatment accorded to Palestinian and Israeli 
children arrested for equivalent offences. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv 
discussed this most recently with the Israeli Ministry of Justice on 21 November. 
We will continue to encourage Israel to adopt recommendations from the 
independent 2012 report “Children in Military Custody” and UNICEF’s 2013 report 
“Children in Israeli Military Detention”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000405  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
The Lord Bishop of Derby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are 
taking to address impediments to the delivery of humanitarian assistance in the West 
Bank such as the confiscation of humanitarian aid and the prevention of access to 
communities in need of emergency assistance.[HL3475] 

Baroness Northover (LD): We are concerned at reports that the Israeli military 
authorities have blocked the delivery of humanitarian assistance to Palestinian 
communities in Area C of the West Bank. Where humanitarian aid is needed, 
Israel is obliged under international humanitarian law to facilitate the work of 
humanitarian relief schemes. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised this issue with 
the Israeli National Security Adviser and the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Lord Bishop of Derby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what conversations they 
have had with other European Union governments regarding the development of a co-
ordinated European Union response mechanism to address the demolition of European 
Union-funded infrastructure projects in the West Bank.[HL3476] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
British Consulate  General in  Jerusalem has regular discussions with a number of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000404
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000404
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000405
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000405
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our European partners on the issue of demolitions of Palestinian properties in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. Those discussions are focussed on how to 
prevent demolitions, including through lobbying of the Israeli authorities and by 
supporting improvements in the planning regime. 

The Lord Bishop of Derby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations 
they have made to the government of Israel following the decision of 3 November to 
authorise tenders for construction of settlement units in East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank.[HL3477] 

Baroness Warsi: The Minister of State, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for 
Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson) raised the issue of settlements with the 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister during his recent visit to Israel from 4-5 November. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what improvements, if any, have 
occurred this year in the treatment of Palestinian children arrested in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, in particular concerning access for their parents and legal 
representatives, for the recording of interviews and for independent investigation of 
complaints.[HL3526] 

Baroness Warsi: We welcome some positive steps taken by the Israeli 
authorities this year with respect to treatment of Palestinian child detainees. 
These include Military Order 1711 which came into effect in April 2013 and which 
reduced the time children can be detained before seeing a judge. In September 
2013 the Israeli Defence Force agreed to pilot the use of summons of children, 
instead of night-time arrests. We continue to press for further improvements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000406  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking to 
reduce civilian casualties in Palestine.[HL3502] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
seek to end civilian casualties by supporting current efforts to achieve a 
negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In the meantime, 
we frequently make representations to the Israeli authorities about the use of live 
fire by the Israeli Defence Force leading to civilian deaths and injuries, including 
when policing protests in the West Bank and the buffer zone between Israel and 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000413  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the closure of Gaza’s power plant.[HL3503] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Minister of State, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for Faversham and Mid Kent 
(Mr Robertson), made representations on the deteriorating economic and 
humanitarian situation in Gaza to the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and 
discussed it with the Palestinian President and Foreign Minister during his recent 
visit to the region. Representations were also made by senior Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office officials to their Israeli counterparts during the UK-Israel 
Strategic Dialogue on 18 November. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the current dangers to health in Gaza from sewage flooding as a result of the lack of 
electricity in that region.[HL3504] 

Baroness Northover: We are very concerned by a  recent  report from the  Office  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000406
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000406
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000413
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000413
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for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) indicating that 35,000 cubic 
metres of untreated sewage was released into the streets of Gaza last week. 291 
water and sewage facilities have been severely affected by fuel shortages, and six 
sewage pumping stations are currently at risk of a similar overflow. According to 
the World Health Organisation, risks associated with exposure to untreated 
sewage can include diarrhoea, cholera, dysentery, typhoid, and hepatitis A. We 
continue to monitor the situation closely. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is the latest information they 
have received about the plans for the occupants of Gaza in the final status negotiations. 
[HL3544] 
Baroness Warsi: It is not for the British Government to comment on what is currently 
being discussed in the Israel-Palestinian negotiations. 

When the US Secretary of State John Kerry announced the resumption of peace 
talks between the Israelis and Palestinians on 29 July, he confirmed both sides’ 
agreement that the negotiations would cover all final status issues and that they 
would keep the details of the ongoing negotiations confidential with Secretary 
Kerry the only person authorised to comment publicly on the talks. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the effect of drone surveillance on the civilian population in Gaza.[HL3545] 

Baroness Warsi: We have carried out no assessment of the effect of drone 
surveillance on the population in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#131
2027000393  
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Other Relevant Information 

National Association of Teachers of Religious Education 

An analysis of a survey of teachers on the impact of the EBacc on student 
opportunity to study GCSE RS 
http://www.retoday.org.uk/media/display/NATRE_EBacc_Survey_2013_final.pdf 
 
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Fundamental rights-based police training – A manual for police trainers 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2013-fundamental-rights-based-police-
training_en_0.pdf  
 
 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Human Rights In Counter-Terrorism Investigations 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/108930?download=true  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000393
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131202w0001.htm#1312027000393
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http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2013-fundamental-rights-based-police-training_en_0.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2013-fundamental-rights-based-police-training_en_0.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/108930?download=true
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
** Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0052/14052.pdf 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
** UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
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