
 1

20 November 2013

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Islam 
includes: 
col GC386  Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the 
basis for the statement by the Prime Minister on 3 June that “There is nothing in Islam 
that justifies acts of terror” (HC Deb, 3 June, col 1234). “But there is a problem within 
Islam—from the adherents of an ideology that is a strain within Islam. And we have to put 
it on the table and be honest about it. 
Of course there are Christian extremists and Jewish, Buddhist and Hindu ones. But I am 
afraid this strain is not the province of a few extremists. It has at its heart a view about 
religion and about the interaction between religion and politics that is not compatible with 
pluralistic, liberal, open-minded societies. … 
Islam does not enjoy the separation of powers that we take for granted in our liberal, 
western democracies. Islam’s Sharia law is a legal, political and religious system all in 
one, which takes its authority solely from the Koran, the Hadith and the Sunnah, as 
interpreted by its religious clerics …  
… we see large and growing Muslim communities which are set against integration with 
the rest of us; we see thousands of home-grown potential terrorists; we see Sharia law 
running de facto in our land; and we see a birth rate several times higher than ours, to 
which our democracy is already exposed. …  
… most worryingly of all, we are not allowed to talk about any of it. As soon as we do, we 
are condemned by our useless political class as racist Islamophobes. … when we dare 
to mention that they come from within Islam, we are told that we are the guilty ones—that 
it is us who are stirring up hate—and our politicians invent “hate crime” to shut us up. 
However, the hate lies in the heart of the Islamist. We can stir it up only because it is 
already there, red hot and seething against us. These people hate us with frightening 
religious fervour, and we are right to fear them. …  

 

col GC389  Lord Sheikh: … The actions of a few fanatical individuals must not be the 
yardstick by which we judge Islam or any other religion. If we allow this to happen, the 
culture of fear and division takes hold. When that culture permeates, the terrorists realise 
their intentions. … There are 1.6 billion Muslims in the world, and in the United Kingdom, 
there are more than 2.6 million. Such large numbers of people and their faith must not be 
used as a scapegoat or a political football. …  

 

col GC391  The Lord Bishop of Birmingham: … it is at the local level in local dialogue 
and local communication that I believe these terrible things that we experience can begin  
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to be resolved. We should sit with one another and listen to the understanding of our 
theologies and our scriptures but also debate vigorously the differences that we find 
when we do not understand why someone might feel differently or behave in a different 
way. …  

 

col GC392  Lord Bhatia: … If one looks at the Muslim communities in Britain, there is a 
huge silent majority who abhor violence in the name of their religion. They are peace-
loving British citizens who practise their faith and contribute to the welfare of their own 
communities, the wider communities and the United Kingdom. …  
Islam, although it is the fastest-growing faith in the world, is little understood or not 
understood at all in the West. There is a deficit of understanding of Islam. Islam is a 
peaceful faith and occasionally, like all other faiths, it is hijacked by a handful of 
radicalised people for their own perverted personal or political reasons and ambitions. …  

 

col GC393  Baroness Uddin: … how is it that, again and again, we are forced to defend 
the beauty of our faith? … 
I also heard emotional pleas made publicly on television channels by the family of 
Mohammed Saleem, a father, grandfather, husband and brother mercilessly stabbed 
repeatedly by a self-confessed racist. The family and its supporters asked repeatedly 
why there was no political outcry about the terror that the family and the community 
endured. Why was no COBRA meeting called? Why was there no decision to hold an 
inquiry into the activities of the far right fascist groups and their atrocious impact on the 
streets of our major cities, schools and universities and, most importantly, why was no 
mention made of the attacker’s race or faith? Further, why was his community not asked 
to account for his criminal action? …  

 

col GC396  Lord Ahmed: … In an interview in 2009, the noble Lord, Lord Pearson, 
stated: “Muslims are breeding ten times faster than us”. To me, this dehumanising 
language echoes the anti-Semitic comments made about Jews in the 1920s. When the 
noble Lord says “ten times faster than us”, what does he mean by “us”? Would he 
separate British Muslims from the rest of British society? Millions of Muslims, Hindus and 
Sikhs served in the British Armed Forces across two world wars. British Muslims have 
also served and died in Afghanistan. … 

 

col GC397  Lord Triesman: … this is not simply about the noble Lord, Lord Pearson. I 
have been going through quotations from a large number of other people from UKIP, and 
there is obviously an attempt to adopt positions on the extreme right in our country. 
Cavan Vines, the candidate in south Yorkshire, talked of people who hide behind women 
and kill our children. Chris Pain, the opposition leader in Lincolnshire, gave a foul-
mouthed diatribe about Islam. Peter Entwistle, the deputy chair of Bury UKIP, speaking 
of President Obama said: “If I ever see him on a Greyhound bus wearing a rucksack, I’m 
getting off!!”. Misty Thackeray, the deputy chair of UKIP in Scotland, praised the right-
wing Dutch politician, Geert Wilders as a self-confessed hater of Islam. … This is a 
sequence of attacks that have no place among us. …  

 

col GC399  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … being 
religious means making choices and understanding the central values of your faith. It 
also means considering the context in which that faith was formed. … 
most religions have suffered at one time or another from extremism. Islam is no 
exception. The essential lesson taught by Islamic history is that extremist groups are 
ejected from the mainstream of Islam. They are marginalised and seen as heretical 
aberrations to the Islamic message. That is why religious leaders such as countless 
Muslim scholars have stood tall, not only condemning acts of violence committed in the 
name of their faith but issuing clear Islamic rulings, a fatwa on why terrorism is a rejection 
of what Islam stands for. …  
it is a great shame that the noble Lord has asked this question. It points, at best, to 
ignorance about Islam, or, at worst, a deliberate attempt to perpetuate a distorted image 
of the faith.  It is particularly  sad to see this being done during  interfaith week,  when we  
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celebrate the important role that faith plays in British society, particularly when different 
faiths come together. This Government support the role of faith in society. They support 
people in their right to manifest their faith, to worship freely and to act in the name of their 
faith for the good of society. They support people to share their faith with others, to 
change their faith, or, indeed, to have no faith at all. As well as that, they are committed 
to protecting people from intolerance, discrimination or even persecution on the basis of 
their faith. …  
Muslims are Britain’s top charity givers, topping a poll of religious groups. Muslims who 
donated to charity last year gave an average of almost £371 each. That is nothing 
new. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-
gc0001.htm#13111956000156  
 
 

House of Lords Question 

Crime: Hate Crime 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether convictions have been obtained 
in the last one-year and two-year periods for hate crimes, including attacks on places of 
worship and religious premises; and if so, how many and which faiths were involved. 
[HL2790] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally) (LD): We are aware 
that there have been convictions for attacks on places of worship, including the 
recent conviction relating to the planting of explosive devices near to Mosques in 
the West Midlands. 
The number of offenders found guilty at all courts for Racially and Religiously 
Aggravated Offences and Stirring-Up of Hatred offences in England and Wales 
from 2011 to 2012 (latest available) is attached below. 
The Court Proceedings Database does not hold information about whether the 
attack took place on places of worship or religious premises and the faiths. 

Offenders found guilty at all courts for hate crime offences(1), England and 
Wales, 2011-2012(2)(3) 

Outcome 2011 2012 

Found guilty 6,755 6,458 

(1) Includes racially & religiously aggravated offences and offences intended or 
likely to stir up racial or religious hatred, under following legislation: 
Offences against the Person Act 1861 as amended Crime & Disorder Act 1998, 
S.20, S.47 (in part) 
Crime & Disorder Act 1998, S.29(1)(a) & (2), S.29(1)(b) & (2), S.29(1)(c) & (3), 
S.32(1)(a) & (4), S.32(1)(b) & (4), S.31(1)(b) & (4), S.31(1)(a) & (4), S.31(1)(c) & 
(4), S.30(1) & (2) 
Protection from Harassment Act 1997, S.4, S.2, 
Criminal Damage Act 1971, S.1(1) 
Public Order Act 1986 as amended by Crime & Disorder Act 1998, S.4A, S.4, S.5 
Public Order Act 1986 added by Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006, S.18, 
S.19, S.20, S.21, S.22, S.23, S.29B, S.29C & 29L(3), S.29D & 29L(3), S.29E & 
29L(3), S.29F(1) & (2)(a) & 29L(3), S.29F(1) & (2)(b) & 29L(3), S.29F(1) & (2)(c) & 
29L(3), S.29G & 29L(3) 
Football Offences Act 1991, S.3 
(2) The figures given in the table on court proceedings relate to persons for whom 
these offences were the principal offences for which they were dealt with. When a 
defendant has been found guilty of two or more offences it is the offence for which 
the  heaviest  penalty is  imposed. Where the same disposal is imposed for two or  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
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more offences, the offence selected is the offence for which the statutory 
maximum penalty is the most severe. 
(3) Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and 
complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted 
from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. 
As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and 
their inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are used. 
Source: Justice Statistics Analytical Services - Ministry of Justice. 
Ref: PQ HL 2790 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#131
11952000410 
 
 

Home Office 

James Brokenshire reassures faith leaders during Manchester visit 
… The Minister condemned attacks against mosques and Islamic centres in the 
aftermath of events in Woolwich … he said: The government takes hate crime and 
extremism of all kinds very seriously. Freedom of worship has long been a part of British 
tradition, and everyone in this country has the right to practise their faith without fear of 
intimidation, harassment or violence. 
During the summer, police visited approximately 150 institutions in Greater Manchester, 
following up their visits by distributing basic safety and security advice and increasing 
patrols in some areas. … 
The government also supported the establishment of Tell MAMA, an initiative which 
measures and monitors anti-Muslim incidents in England and refers victims to support 
services. 
Following the visit, the Minister said: Terrorists and extremists seek to destroy 
togetherness and cause division among people. This government and the police are 
working hard to ensure safety and security but, most importantly, it is the resilience and 
determination of people across Britain, including those I met in Manchester, to stand firm 
that will ensure extremists never succeed. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-reassures-faith-leaders-during-
manchester-visit  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the case of Osman Balasma. [HL3212] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not made representations on 
this specific case. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the right to equal access to Jerusalem enjoyed by those of Muslim, Christian and 
Jewish faith.[HL3214] 

Baroness Warsi: We have not made an assessment on the right to equal access 
to Jerusalem for the three Abrahamic faiths.  However,  we  retain  concerns  that,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000410
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000410
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-reassures-faith-leaders-during-manchester-visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-reassures-faith-leaders-during-manchester-visit
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notwithstanding Israel’s welcome temporary easing of restrictions during 
Ramadan, Israeli restrictions on movement and access and the Separation Barrier 
continue to limit severely access for Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza to 
Christian and Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#131
11952000426  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the death of Ahmad Tazaz’a on 31 October 
in Qabatya village near Jenin. [HL3210] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not made representations on 
this specific case. However the UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel our 
concerns over the manner in which the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) policies 
Palestinian protests, including the use of live fire, and over the frequent IDF 
incursions into Area A of the West Bank. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what responses they have received 
from the government of Israel concerning their representations on the deaths and injuries 
of Palestinian civilians.[HL3211] 

Baroness Warsi: When officials at our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised the 
issues of civilian deaths and injuries, the response they have received from the 
Israel authorities is that investigations have been opened but that the use of force 
was authorised in the face of a legitimate security threat. The Israeli authorities 
have stressed their commitment to protecting non-combatants with examples 
given of the extent to which they go to avoid civilian casualties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#131
11952000427  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the economic losses to Palestinian farmers (1) in the last 12 months, and (2) in the last 
10 years, resulting from the destruction of olive trees.[HL3213] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): According to information from the UN Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), to date in 2013, OCHA has recorded the damage or 
destruction of over 9,400 olive trees or saplings in the context of settler-related 
incidents, compared to 8,500 in all of 2012. 
We have made no assessment of the economic losses resulting from the 
destruction of olive trees either (1) over the last 12 months or (2) the last 10 years 
as we do not hold the data required for this assessment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#131
11952000435  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Top British diplomat announces UK-Palestinian strategic dialogue 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Permanent Under-Secretary and head of the 
British Diplomatic Service, Sir Simon Fraser, yesterday visited the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. The visit was an opportunity to express Britain’s strong support for ongoing 
Israeli-Palestinian final  status  negotiations and to  strengthen  further  bilateral  relations  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000427
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000427
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000435
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#13111952000435
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between the UK and the Palestinian Authority. 
Simon Fraser … announced a new UK-Palestinian Strategic Dialogue, a sign of Britain’s 
strong support for Palestinian institutions and desire to intensify political consultations 
between the British and Palestinian Foreign Ministries. … 
The Strategic Dialogue will complement Britain’s existing ties with the Palestinian 
Authority, including the longstanding Memorandum of Understanding between Britain’s 
Department for International Development and the Palestinian Ministry of Planning and 
Administrative Development. …  
Sir Simon Fraser said: President Abbas made a courageous decision in summer this year 
to return to final status negotiations. Our message to the Palestinian leadership at this 
time is that despite the challenges, this remains the right course. 
I reiterated to Prime Minister Hamdallah today that Britain views all settlement expansion 
as illegal under international law, and that we want to see the current negotiations lead to 
a viable and sovereign Palestinian state living alongside a safe and secure Israel – 
based on 1967 borders and with agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the capital of both 
states, and a just, fair and agreed solution to the refugee question. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-diplomat-announces-uk-palestinian-
strategic-dialogue  
 
 

United Nations 

Israelis and Palestinians must refrain from undermining renewed talks – UN 
political chief 
… “On the positive side, it appears that the negotiators have been engaging on 
substance and have gone some way towards narrowing their differences, 
notwithstanding the great difficulties that peace will entail. But strains have been growing 
dangerously between the parties, and these can and must be overcome,” said Under-
Secretary-General for Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman. … 
Mr. Feltman noted that the process suffered “a significant setback” with a series of recent 
announcements by Israel of settlement plans in the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, which the UN has been following with “great concern.” … 
“In protest over these developments, Palestinian negotiators submitted their resignations, 
now under consideration by President Abbas, who has nevertheless made it clear that 
this does not constitute a Palestinian departure from talks. Parties should now intensify 
efforts and refrain from actions that undermine trust and the spirit of talks.” … 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46532&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UozW_mR8
23A  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-diplomat-announces-uk-palestinian-strategic-dialogue
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-diplomat-announces-uk-palestinian-strategic-dialogue
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46532&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UozW_mR823A
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46532&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UozW_mR823A
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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