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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Middle East 
David T. C. Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what his policy is on a two state solution in the Middle East. [171975] 

Hugh Robertson: The British Government's policy on a two state solution is that 
we want to see a negotiated agreement leading to a safe and secure Israel living 
alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state based on 1967 borders with 
agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, and a 
just, fair and agreed solution for refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/text/131023w0
002.htm#13102377000017  

 
Gaza 

5. Paul Blomfield (Sheffield Central) (Lab): What assessment she has made of the 
adequacy of the levels of food, fuel and medical supplies entering Gaza each day. 
[900647] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): Although the supply of food in Gaza is adequate, prices are rising fast. 
The level of fuel and medical supplies has dropped, exacerbating an already 
precarious humanitarian situation and threatening the basic needs of ordinary 
people in Gaza. 

Paul Blomfield: The Minister has recognised in his reply that the humanitarian situation 
in Gaza is increasingly fragile. The impoverished Palestinian population is reliant on the 
tunnels for affordable goods. The tightening of restrictions by the Egyptian and Israeli 
authorities is resulting in shockingly high prices for fuel and basic commodities. With 
access to, and the affordability of, food becoming a huge problem, will the Government 
acknowledge that the blockade of Gaza is a violation of international humanitarian and 
human rights law and constitutes collective punishment? 
Mr Speaker: There are extremely serious matters of life and death in Gaza. Let us hear 
the questions and the Minister’s answers. 

Mr Duncan: I recognise exactly what the hon. Gentleman says. We would far 
rather see free movement and access for trade and economic activity in Gaza 
than an economy that is channelled through tunnels in a way that benefits Hamas. 
Israel’s plan to expand the capacity of the Allenby crossing between the west 
bank and Jordan is a welcome example of the sort of steps that can be taken to 
improve trade. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/text/131023w0002.htm#13102377000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/text/131023w0002.htm#13102377000017
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Sir Tony Baldry (Banbury) (Con): The truth is that the international community and the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency will have to continue supporting thousands of 
people in Gaza and the west bank until a two-state solution is found or until Gaza and the 
west bank are incorporated into de jure Israel. Permanent occupation is a perpetual hell 
for thousands of people. When will the international community find a long-term solution 
for Gaza and the west bank? 

Mr Duncan: I hope that the efforts that are under way will lead to exactly the kind 
of agreement that my hon. Friend is seeking. The efforts of my right hon. Friends 
the Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister, in particular in working with the US 
Administration, will hopefully lead to a two-state solution and a long-lasting 
agreement that lead to peace and security between the two countries. 

Ann McKechin (Glasgow North) (Lab): The Minister will be aware that the price of fuel 
in Gaza has almost doubled in recent weeks. What steps is his Department taking to 
assist small businesses in Gaza, particularly fishermen, who have been hit hard by that 
increase? 

Mr Duncan: The hon. Lady makes a very fair point. The amount of fuel that enters 
Gaza via the tunnels has halved from about 1 million litres a day in June to about 
500,000 litres this month. The Gaza power plant is operating at half its capacity, 
triggering electricity blackouts of up to 12 hours a day, exacerbating the already 
difficult economic and humanitarian situation in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/debtext/13102
3-0001.htm#13102348000020  

 
 

House of Lords Question 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning the arrest, alleged torture of, and murder 
charges against, five boys from Hares village.[HL2464] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Officials from our Consulate General in Jerusalem and our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv are following this case closely. They last raised the case with the Israeli 
Ministry of Justice on 17 September. We also continue to have regular 
discussions with the Israeli authorities on the broader question of the treatment of 
Palestinian children in Israeli military detention. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023w0001.htm#131
02357000108  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

British Ambassador to Israel speaks in annual JPost diplomatic conference 
… first I want to address head on an elephant in the room, or at the very least an 
elephant that has been sitting in my room: namely the British parliament’s vote against 
military action in Syria. I can’t stand here and pretend that vote is not relevant to how 
Israel sees the issue of Iran. … 
I am here with a simple message: it is in these challenging moments that Israel can take 
comfort that there are countries that will never compromise on Israel’s security. Britain is 
one of those countries. … Israel is not alone, and the British Parliament’s vote on Syria 
should not be taken as evidence of a lack of resolve on Iran. … 
Diplomats and policy makers sometimes talk glibly about security, as if it were just a 
heading for policy papers.  I know that for every  Israeli, it is very real.  It is the  difference  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/debtext/131023-0001.htm#13102348000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131023/debtext/131023-0001.htm#13102348000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023w0001.htm#13102357000108
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023w0001.htm#13102357000108
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between having confidence in the future and not, between life and death. … 
As a friends of Israel, we understand and respect Israel’s concerns. We are neither naïve 
about Iran, nor blind to the risks. And we do not underestimate the difficulties ahead. 
The shadow of a nuclear Iran has stood over the people of Israel for too long. Right now, 
we have an opportunity to test whether that shadow can be removed peacefully. We will 
not be naïve, we will not do a bad deal, we will neither rush nor allow Iran to play for time. 
Where the negotiations go, I do not know. But I do know that Israel does not face the 
threat from Iran alone. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/british-ambassador-to-israel-speaks-in-annual-
jpost-diplomatic-conference  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023-
gc0001.htm#13102369000129  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/british-ambassador-to-israel-speaks-in-annual-jpost-diplomatic-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/british-ambassador-to-israel-speaks-in-annual-jpost-diplomatic-conference
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023-gc0001.htm#13102369000129
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131023-gc0001.htm#13102369000129
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx


 4

 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** closes in 8 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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