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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Iran 
Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of Iran's support for Hamas. [171130] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
terrorist groups, including Hezbollah's military wing and Hamas. Iran provides the 
military wing of Hezbollah with significant financial resources, military equipment, 
and training. Iranian support for Hamas reportedly continues, although at a lower 
level since Hamas decided not to support the Syrian regime. Iran's support to 
such groups is unacceptable, is in direct contravention of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1747, and undermines prospects for peace and stability in the Middle 
East. 

Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of Iran's relationship with Hezbollah. [171143] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
terrorist groups, including Hezbollah's military wing and Hamas. Iran provides the 
military wing of Hezbollah with significant financial resources, military equipment, 
and training. Iranian support for Hamas reportedly continues, although at a lower 
level since Hamas decided not to support the Syrian regime. Iran's support to 
such groups is unacceptable, is in direct contravention of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1747, and undermines prospects for peace and stability in the middle 
east. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131017/text/131017w0
001.htm#13101787000004  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what proposals they will put to the 
government of Israel to publish details of its nuclear arsenal and join the Non-
Proliferation Treaty.[HL2350] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We encourage Israel to sign up to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and call on 
Israel  to  agree a  Comprehensive  Safeguards  Agreement with the  International  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131017/text/131017w0001.htm#13101787000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131017/text/131017w0001.htm#13101787000004
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Atomic Energy Agency. The Government of Israel is in no doubt as to our views. 
We do not intend to table any new proposals in the near future. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the bulldozing of the Bedouin village Az 
Za’ayyem in land earmarked for settlement construction in E1.[HL2466] 

Baroness Warsi: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have repeatedly made 
representations on the issue of demolitions, including with the Israeli National 
Security Council. Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised the broader planning 
process and demolitions in Area C with the Israeli Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 8 October. 

 Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the Israeli army’s barring of European 
Union and Red Cross relief tents following the demolition of the West Bank village of 
Makhul. [HL2467] 

Baroness Warsi: Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised this issue with Israeli 
National Security Advisor Amidror. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
also raised this issue with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#131
01775000344  
 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency regarding the widening of its mandate to 
include Palestinian refugees in Kuwait and Iraq, and those who fled from there to third 
countries.[HL2423] 

Baroness Northover (LD): UNRWA’s mandate is determined by UN General 
Assembly resolution. The General Assembly repeatedly extends and expands the 
UNRWA mandate in response to developments in the region, most recently 
extending it to June 2014. 
It is not for states to determine the UNRWA mandate. Nevertheless, as a member 
of the UNRWA Advisory Commission, the UK can legitimately provide advice and 
assistance to the Commissioner General of UNRWA. In the absence of a lasting 
solution to the Palestinian refugee problem, we will continue to act in this capacity 
and to assist UNRWA to support the poorest and most vulnerable Palestinian 
refugees in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#131
01775000352  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (595) New siege of Gaza – That this House is deeply concerned 
about the humanitarian effects on the people of Gaza because of the second siege on 
the Strip by the Egyptian military government; notes that the new regime in Cairo has 
closed the Rafah crossing, the only entrance and exit from Gaza to Egypt, for long 
periods, resulting in a 76 per cent drop in the numbers leaving since July; points out that 
six years after the Israeli government imposed a stranglehold on Gaza a second 
chokehold has been enacted by the Egyptian military; further points out that after the 
removal of the elected Egyptian president in July, around 800 tunnels which bring much-
needed foodstuffs and supplies into Gaza have been destroyed along the border; further 
notes that this has resulted in rampant inflation, power cuts of up to eight hours a day, 
the loss of tens of thousands of jobs in one of the poorest and most crowded places on 
earth, and the inability of patients to access medical treatment and students to take up 
university  places;  and  calls on the  Government  immediately  to  urge its  Egyptian and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#13101775000344
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#13101775000344
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#13101775000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#13101775000352
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Israeli counterparts to end these sieges which amount to communal punishment on the 
citizens of Gaza. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/595  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Religious Freedom 
Angie Bray: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will develop a strategy to prevent attacks on individuals throughout the world where the 
primary cause is due to the individual's atheism, humanism or lack of religious belief. 
[170845] 

Mr Lidington: Freedom of religion or belief is one of the Government's 
international human rights priorities. Protecting the rights of atheists, humanists 
and the non-religious is an important component of this. We condemn all 
instances of violence and discrimination against individuals motivated by their 
religion or belief, regardless of the country, faith or belief concerned. 
We have a strategy to strengthen our promotion of the right to freedom of religion 
or belief through bilateral work with affected countries, using multilateral 
institutions, and through targeted programme and project funding, including 
internal capacity-building initiatives. We are currently reviewing the effectiveness 
of our strategy. This review is taking into account the reports of International 
Humanist Ethical Union and the particular threats faced by atheists, humanists 
and the non-religious identified by the British Humanist Association. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131017/text/131017w0
001.htm#13101787000006  
 
 

House of Lords Question 

Freedom of Religion 
The Lord Bishop of Derby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Warsi on 22 July (WA 167), what steps they are taking with their 
European partners to ensure that the European Union guidelines on the promotion and 
protection of freedom of religion or belief, as agreed by the Council of Ministers on 24 
June, are put into operation. [HL2339] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Following their agreement by the Council of Ministers, the European Union 
guidelines have been used to inform lobbying on freedom of religion or belief 
issues by EU country offices and the embassies of individual Member States. 
They have also guided EU activity in multilateral fora, for example in developing 
resolutions on freedom of religion or belief at the UN General Assembly. 
Implementation of the guidelines, and their effectiveness to date, is due to be 
discussed by the EU’s human rights’ working group in the near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131017w0001.htm#131
01775000336 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#130
7223000351  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201314/jtselect/jtrights/61/61.pdf  
 

House of Lords Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldselect/ldconst/62/62.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201314/jtselect/jtrights/61/61.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldselect/ldconst/62/62.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
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Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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