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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Prisoners: Faith Groups 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many prisoners there are in each 
faith group recognised by the Prison Service in England and Wales; what percentage of 
the total prison population those numbers represent; how much is spent on chaplaincies 
and equivalent for each of those faiths; and what percentages of the total spent on prison 
chaplaincy services those amounts represent.[HL2282] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally) (LD): The religion of 
prisoners is self declared and prisoners are under no obligation to declare their 
religion. Statistics on the prison population by self-reported religion in England 
and Wales are published annually within table A1.23 of the ‘Offender 
Management caseload statistics’- Annual Tables, available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194
275/omsq-annual-tables-2012.zip  
The Table below provides information on the population in prison establishments 
in England and Wales by religion as at 30 June 2013: 

 Total % 
Total 83,842 100% 
All Christian 42,341 51% 
Anglican 17,516 21% 
Free Church 1,002 1% 
Roman Catholic 15,367 18% 
Other Christian 8,456 10% 
Muslim 11,426 14% 
Hindu 451 1% 
Sikh 799 1% 
Buddhist 1,638 2% 
Jewish 268 0% 
Other religious group 1,308 2% 
Other Non-recognised 14 0% 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194275/omsq-annual-tables-2012.zip
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194275/omsq-annual-tables-2012.zip


 2

 

No religion 24,484 29% 
Not recorded 1,113 1% 

The National Offender Management Service's central accounting system does not 
separately record expenditure relating to chaplaincy services and equivalent for 
each faith at each public or private sector prison in England and Wales. To 
establish such costs would require an establishment-wide survey and would be 
disproportionate to cost. 
These figures have been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any 
large scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and 
processing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131014w0001.htm#131
0148000485  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Ford responds to Human Rights Commission report on hate crime 
The Minister was responding to a report by the Northern Ireland Human Rights 
Commission into the criminal justice system’s response to tackling racist hate 
crime.  …out his commitment to continuous improvement. 
David Ford said: “… Victims of hate crime need the support, professionalism and 
guidance of a system, where each agency clearly understands their role and delivers on 
it.  I know that has not always been the case.  … 
“The PSNI is also carrying out an ongoing review and sample exercise of hate crime 
cases to ensure good practice and lessons learned on investigative standards.  They are 
also developing a hate crime toolkit for all officers.” … 
“Hate is sadly evident within society.  The criminal justice system is dealing with the 
manifestation of a problem that extends far beyond our remit.  There is therefore also a 
clear role for other Government Departments and indeed wider society to tackle hate 
crime. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-doj-151013-ford-responds-to  
 

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission Report is not yet available online 
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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Israel 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will list all bilateral project and programme agreements between the UK and Israel. 
[170149] 

Hugh Robertson: We are unable to answer the question in the time available with 
reference to all bilateral projects and programme agreements between the UK 
and Israel, as the information is not held in the form requested. However, details 
of bilateral treaties between the UK and Israel can be found through the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office's UK Treaties Online website: 
http://treaties.fco.gov.uk/treaties/treaty.htm  

Fiona O'Donnell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs  

what representations he has made to the Government of Israel concerning the treatment  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131014w0001.htm#1310148000485
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131014w0001.htm#1310148000485
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-doj-151013-ford-responds-to
http://treaties.fco.gov.uk/treaties/treaty.htm
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of Issa Amro. [170576] 
Hugh Robertson: We have asked our posts in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem to look 
into his case. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131014/text/131014w0
005.htm#13101522000045  

 
Palestinians 

Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the case of the five schoolboys from the village of Hares in 
Palestine who were arrested by the Israeli authorities in March 2013. [169867] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our consulate general in Jerusalem and the 
embassy in Tel Aviv are following this case closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131014/text/131014w0
005.htm#13101522000035  

 
Occupied Territories 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 12 June 2013, Official Report, column 355W, on Occupied 
Territories, when he will publish specific human rights guidance for businesses on 
involvement with Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories on the 
Business Risk Service website. [169923] 

Hugh Robertson: We are in the process of developing the country specific pages 
on the Overseas Business Risk website, including country specific advice to 
businesses on human rights issues, bribery and security (including terrorism 
threat). 

Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what safeguards have been included in bilateral project and programme agreements with 
Israel to exclude participation from businesses or institutions wholly or partly based in 
Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem or the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [170148] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is not aware of any 
businesses or institutions based in Israeli settlements participating in bilateral 
projects and programme agreements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131014/text/131014w0
005.htm#13101522000052  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000049  
 

Middle East 
David T. C. Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (1) what steps his Department has taken to support recent peace talks between 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders; [169779] 
(2) what recent progress has been made on peace talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians; and if he will make a statement. [169780] 

Hugh Robertson: I refer my hon. Friend to the statement made by the Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member 
for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) in the House on 8 October 2013, Official 
Report,columns 25-28. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131014/text/131014w0
005.htm#13101522000051  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/debtext/13100
8-0001.htm#13100813000001  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Religious Freedom 
Angie Bray: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will assess what implications there may be for his policy of the recent report published by 
the International Humanist and Ethical Union entitled, Freedom of Thought 2012: A 
Global Report on Discrimination Against Humanists, Atheists and the Non-religious. 
[170396] 

Mr Lidington: Our freedom of religion or belief policy is consistent with the key 
message of the International Humanist and Ethical Union's (IHEU) report: that 
international human rights law exists to protect the rights of individuals to manifest 
their beliefs, not to protect the beliefs themselves. The report records a sharp 
increase in the number of prosecutions for alleged criticism of religion by atheists 
on social media. Protecting freedom of expression online is a priority for the 
British Government and we have consistently argued against attempts to create a 
new international standard, in order to protect religions from criticism. 
We look forward to the 2013 IHEU report, which, like their 2012 report, we 
anticipate will provide useful information to help protect the rights and freedoms of 
people of all religions or beliefs including those who have no religion or belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131014/text/131014w0
005.htm#13101522000057  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://iheu.org/files/IHEU%20Freedom%20of%20Thought%202012.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance 

Report on the Netherlands 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Netherlands/NLD-CbC-IV-
2013-039-ENG.pdf  
 
Report on the Russian Federation 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Russia/RUS-CbC-IV-2013-
040-ENG.pdf  
 
Report on Malta 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Malta/MLT-CbC-IV-2013-
037-ENG.pdf  
 
Report on Moldova 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Moldova/MDA-CbC-IV-2013-
038-ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131014-
0001.htm#1310145000442  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0045/amend/ml045-III.htm  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131014-
gc0001.htm#13101422000148  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/ml032-III.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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