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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Atheists and Humanists: Contribution to Society 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130725-
0002.htm#13072524000334  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU: Agreements and Contracts 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of new 
European Union regulations which require that all agreements and contracts signed by 
member states with Israel must include a clause excluding West Bank settlements from 
the terms of those agreements; and what steps they are taking to comply with those 
regulations when they come into force.[HL1722] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): On 19 
July the European Union (EU) published guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli 
entities and their activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for 
grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by the EU from 2014 onwards. 
These guidelines were prepared to implement the commitment made by EU 
Foreign Ministers in December 2012 to make a distinction in relevant EU 
agreements and funding programmes between the State of Israel and Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The guidelines reiterate the 
long-held EU position that bilateral agreements with Israel do not cover the 
territory that came under Israel's administration in June 1967. They are intended 
to clarify the EU's position in advance of negotiations of agreements with Israel 
during the forthcoming financial perspective commencing in 2014. The specific 
provisions of the guidelines will not be implemented before 1 January 2014. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130725-0002.htm#13072524000334
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A copy of the guidelines can be found at:  
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20130719_guidelines_o
n_eligibility_of_israeli_entities_en.pdf  
A document answering frequently asked questions on the guidelines can be found 
at: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/press_corner/20130719_faq_
guidelines_eu_grants_en.pdf 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130729w0001.htm#130
72910000359  
 

EU: Funding 
Lord Kilclooney: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the European Union has 
decided to ban European Union funding for Israeli enterprises in the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights; if so, whether the United Kingdom will comply with 
such a ban; and when the law will be implemented.[HL1774] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): On 19 
July the European Union (EU) published guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli 
entities and their activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for 
grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by the EU from 2014 onwards. 
These guidelines were prepared to implement the commitment made by EU 
Foreign Ministers in December 2012 to make a distinction in relevant EU 
agreements and funding programmes between the State of Israel and Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The guidelines reiterate the 
long-held EU position that bilateral agreements with Israel do not cover the 
territory that came under Israel's administration in June 1967. They are intended 
to clarify the EU's position in advance of negotiations of agreements with Israel 
during the forthcoming financial perspective commencing in 2014. The specific 
provisions of the guidelines will not be implemented before 1 January 2014. 
A copy of the guidelines can be found at:  
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/news/20130719_guidelines_o
n_eligibility_of_israeli_entities_en.pdf  
A document answering frequently asked questions on the guidelines can be found 
at: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/israel/documents/press_corner/20130719_faq_
guidelines_eu_grants_en.pdf 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130729w0001.htm#130
72910000360  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning its removal of a passport from Palestinian 
head teacher Mazen Salahuddin on 23 June, and the consequent delay to his students’ 
trip to the United Kingdom.[HL1669] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): I regret 
that the Palestinian students' scheduled visit to the UK has not taken place. I have 
asked our officials in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem to look into the details of this case. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of East Jerusalem Palestinians who have had their residency rights 
revoked since 1967.[HL1671] 

Baroness Warsi: According to figures supplied by the Israeli Ministry of Interior to 
the Israeli Centre for the Defence of Individual, HaMoked, Israel has revoked the 
status of 14,203 Palestinians from East Jerusalem between 1967 and 2012. 
According to the  same figures, in 2012  Israel revoked the residency of 116  East  
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Jerusalem Palestinians, including 64 women and 29 minors, whilst reinstating the 
residency status of 32 Palestinians. 
The UK considers East Jerusalem as Occupied Territory. The Government views 
any attempts by Israel to alter the character or demography of East Jerusalem as 
unacceptable and harmful to the peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130729w0001.htm#130
72910000367  

 
Palestine 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the recent 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs report on Palestinians 
at risk of forcible transfer.[HL1482] 

Baroness Northover: The issue of forcible transfer has been highlighted in a 
number of recent reports from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, including a factsheet about communities on the Jerusalem 
periphery. It is an issue that the government takes very seriously. 
We are funding the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) to provide free legal 
support to Palestinian communities at risk, including to all 23 Bedouin 
communities in the Jerusalem periphery. Such support has proven effective, as in 
95% of the cases where NRC have provided legal aid, demolition orders have 
been suspended. The UK provides core financial support to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and to the United Nations, both of whom have 
provided assistance to communities affected by demolitions and displacement in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
The UK has made clear that we view demolitions and evictions as causing 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, harmful to the peace process and, in all but the 
most limited circumstances, contrary to international humanitarian law, and we 
condemn them. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130725w0001.htm#130
72526000473  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether any programme exists for 
providing sufficient drinkable water for the population of Gaza, between now and 2016; 
and, if so, what is preventing its implementation.[HL1481] 

Baroness Northover: The improvement of water, sanitation and hygiene in the 
West Bank and Gaza is coordinated by the Emergency Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene group (EWASH), a coalition of donors, government agencies and non-
governmental organisations working in this sector. Further details about their work 
is available at http://www.ewash.org/. 
Whilst the Israeli authorities have approved the entry of materials for some water, 
sanitation and hygiene projects in Gaza, the delays and costs associated with the 
Israeli approval process for international reconstruction projects still present 
considerable challenges for the civilian population of the Gaza Strip and increase 
the cost to donors. 
The UK Government continues to press the Israeli Government, bilaterally and by 
working with others such as the EU, on the need to ensure adequate access to 
water in Gaza. We have repeatedly called for ‘the immediate, sustained and 
unconditional opening of Gaza crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, 
commercial goods and persons from and to the Gaza Strip’ as stated in the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions of May 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130725w0001.htm#130
72526000461  
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Other Relevant Information 

Teeside University Centre for Fascist, Anti-Fascist and Post-
Fascist Studies 

Anti-Muslim Hate Crime and the Far Right 
http://faith-matters.org/images/stories/antimuslim2.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
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Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
** Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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