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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions have been held 
with European partners concerning the political and social separation of East Jerusalem 
from the West Bank and whether there are plans to reverse that separation, in line with 
the recent Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs report.[HL1672] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
has a longstanding position on Jerusalem: we consider East Jerusalem to be 
occupied territory and are clear that a solution to Jerusalem must be sought as a 
negotiated settlement, enabling Jerusalem to be a shared capital of the Israeli and 
Palestinian states. We have serious concerns about Israeli actions which separate 
East Jerusalem from the West Bank, including the route of the separation barrier, 
construction of illegal settlements, removal of residency rights and severe 
difficulties of access to Jerusalem for Palestinians from the West Bank or those 
residents of Jerusalem who live beyond the Separation Barrier. These actions 
have a significant economic, political, and social impact on Palestinians, are in 
many cases contrary to International Humanitarian Law and undermine the 
viability of the two state solution. 
We regularly discuss these concerns with EU partners both in Brussels and 
Jerusalem. The Foreign Affairs Council Conclusions of May 2012 reiterated the 
EU’s deep concern about developments in East Jerusalem. We will continue to 
make clear these concerns to the Israel authorities and the Municipality of 
Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation with our EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#130
72447000496  

 
Israel and Palestine 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have discussed with the 
government of Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and related third parties, the case for 
avoiding provocative behaviour during Ramadan.[HL1610] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
consistently call on the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority to 
refrain from making provocative actions which might endanger the prospects for a 
negotiated two state solution. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#13072447000496
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#13072447000496
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We welcome Israeli steps to ease certain restrictions on Palestinians' freedom of 
movement during Ramadan. We also note that the Israeli authorities have issued 
instructions to Israeli Defence Force (IDF) soldiers in the West Bank to 
“demonstrate a high level of respect and understanding” during Ramadan, for 
example to refrain from eating, drinking and smoking in public, particularly at the 
security crossings. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the government of Israel on the rights of mixed-residency-status couples in East 
Jerusalem.[HL1673] 

Baroness Warsi: Whilst Israeli nationality law and immigration into Israel are 
primarily matters for the Israeli government and parliament, we have concerns 
about the implications of the Nationality and Entry into Israel law for the families of 
Arab Israelis, and particularly, Palestinian permanent residents in East Jerusalem 
who have married, or wish to marry, Palestinians from the West Bank or Gaza. In 
many cases the law has made it difficult or impossible for Palestinians to get 
permission to join their spouses or parents in East Jerusalem, which we regard as 
occupied territory. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raise these and 
related concerns with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#130
72447000495  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets Israeli Minister for Intelligence and Strategic Affairs 
…  We discussed a range of issues including the UK’s bilateral relationship with Israel, 
the Middle East Peace Process and regional security. We both welcomed the EU’s 
decision on 22 July to designate Hizballah’s military wing as a terrorist group. 
I reaffirmed that the UK was strongly committed to Israel’s security, and that we wanted 
to deepen and advance our links in education, science and technology, where both 
countries had much to share and benefit from mutual co-operation. 
I restated our warm welcome for Secretary Kerry’s announcement on 19 July that Israel 
and the Palestinians had reached agreement on the basis for resuming direct final status 
negotiations. I again commended the leadership shown by both Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and President Abbas and reiterated the UK’s commitment to supporting them 
in their efforts to reach a lasting peace. I reiterated the UK position on settlements and 
EU guidance. 
On Iran, we expressed a shared commitment to preventing nuclear proliferation. I said 
that the election of Hassan Rouhani was an opportunity for Iran to seek a new 
relationship with the international community by seriously addressing concerns about its 
nuclear programme. The UK is open to improvements in the bilateral relationship, but this 
requires concrete actions. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-israeli-minister-for-
intelligence-and-strategic-affairs  
 
 

United Nations 

UN rights chief urges Israel to reconsider bill that would displace thousands of 
Bedouins 
The United Nations human rights chief today urged Israel to reconsider a proposed law 
that would result in the demolition of up to 35 Bedouin villages, displacing as many as 
40,000 members of these communities from their ancestral homes. 
“As  citizens  of  Israel,  the  Arab  Bedouins  are  entitled  to  the same rights to property,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#13072447000495
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724w0001.htm#13072447000495
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-israeli-minister-for-intelligence-and-strategic-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-israeli-minister-for-intelligence-and-strategic-affairs
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housing and public services as any other group in Israel,” said High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Navi Pillay. “The Government must recognize and respect the specific 
rights of its Bedouin communities, including recognition of Bedouin land ownership 
claims.” … 
“If this bill becomes law, it will accelerate the demolition of entire Bedouin communities, 
forcing them to give up their homes, denying them their rights to land ownership, and 
decimating their traditional cultural and social life in the name of development,” Ms. Pillay 
said. 
The High Commissioner also pointed out that the 2008 Goldberg Commission set up by 
the Israeli Government recognized that the Negev Bedouins must be viewed as equal 
citizens with historic ties to the land, and that they were legitimate residents of the 
Negev. 
“Respect for the legitimate rights of minorities is a fundamental tenet of democracy,” she 
said, adding that it was regrettable that the Government continues to actively pursue a 
discriminatory policy against its own Arab citizens. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45495&Cr=Israel&Cr1=#.UfFBTGSwBn8  
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Other Relevant Information 

CST 

Antisemitic Incidents Report: January – June 2013 
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/CST%20Incidents%20Report%20Jan%20-
%20June%202013.pdf  
 
 

JPR 

2011 census results (England and Wales): a tale of two Jewish populations 
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/2011%20Census%20A%20Tale%20of%20Two%20Jewi
sh%20Populations.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45495&Cr=Israel&Cr1=#.UfFBTGSwBn8
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/CST%20Incidents%20Report%20Jan%20-%20June%202013.pdf
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/CST%20Incidents%20Report%20Jan%20-%20June%202013.pdf
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/2011%20Census%20A%20Tale%20of%20Two%20Jewish%20Populations.pdf
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/2011%20Census%20A%20Tale%20of%20Two%20Jewish%20Populations.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
** Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/
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Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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