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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Motion to Approve 

Terrorism Act 2000 (Proscribed Organisations) (Amendment) Order 2013 
includes: 
col 492  Baroness Smith of Basildon:  … The noble Earl will recall that when the Prime 
Minister, David Cameron, was the leader of the Opposition, he was in no doubt that Hizb 
ut-Tahrir should be proscribed. He repeatedly attacked the Labour Government for not 
doing so. … he must have examined and considered the issue and the information at 
that time and made the judgment that Hizb ut-Tahrir should be proscribed. 
At Gordon Brown’s first Prime Minister’s Questions in 2007, David Cameron made this 
his first topic. He said: “Hizb ut-Tahrir … should be banned—why has it not happened?”. 
When it was pointed out that evidence was required, Mr Cameron criticised that and said: 
“What more evidence do we need before we ban that organisation … when will this be 
done? People will find it hard to understand why an organisation that urges people to kill 
Jews has not been banned”.—[Official Report, Commons, 4/7/07; cols. 951-52.] 
The party opposite has now been in power for more than three years and still Hizb ut-
Tahrir has not been banned … 
Is the Minister aware of the evidence presented in the 2011 review of the Prevent 
strategy that Hizb ut-Tahrir is targeting universities and seeking to radicalise students? 
That was confirmed in a Parliamentary Answer to Diana Johnson MP last week. The 
Minister, James Brokenshire, said that, “we believe there is unambiguous evidence to 
indicate that some extremist organisations, including Hizb-ut-Tahrir, target specific 
universities and colleges … with the objective of influencing and recruiting students to 
support their agenda”.—[Official Report , Commons, 4/7/13; col. 786W.] … 

 

col 494  Earl Attlee: … Proscription can be considered only when the Home Secretary 
believes that an organisation is concerned in terrorism, as defined by the Terrorism Act. 
We cannot proscribe for political reasons; if we did, we could be challenged in the court. 
… Hizb ut-Tahrir is an organisation that the Government have significant concerns about, 
and we will continue to monitor its actions very closely. … We will seek to ensure that 
Hizb ut-Tahrir, and groups like it, cannot operate without challenge in public places in this 
country; we will not tolerate secretive meetings behind closed doors on premises funded 
by the taxpayer. We will ensure that civic organisations are made well aware of Hizb ut-
Tahrir, and groups like it, and any of the names under which they operate and the ways 
in which they go about their business. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130711-
0003.htm#13071180000297  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Arms to Syria 
includes: 
col 593  Mr Hain: … Other parties have started to intervene, such as Hezbollah, in turn 
dragging in Israel, another lethal development. … 

 

col 596  Menzies Campbell: … One further thing we can do … is to counsel Israel 
against intervention. The Golan heights, occupied by Israel, remain an issue of great 
political significance in Syria, particularly for the current President, whose father was the 
Minister of Defence when the Golan heights were lost. Israel has an interest in that 
regard, but I do not believe its interests would be properly served by becoming engaged 
militarily. I hope the British Government are putting that argument in the strongest 
possible terms to the Government of Israel. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130711/debtext/13071
1-0002.htm#13071159000002 
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many representations he has received in opposition to proposals by the government of 
Israel to forcibly remove 40,000 Bedouin from their historic lands. [164278] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has received over 600 
representations from members of the public on this issue. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will direct HM ambassador to Israel to draw the attention of the Israeli Government to 
the possible breach of Article 76 of the fourth Geneva conventions committed by the 
Israeli authorities in imprisoning in Israel Palestinians charged with or convicted of 
offences committed in the Occupied Territories. [164708] 

Alistair Burt: I can confirm that we have already raised with the Israeli authorities 
our concerns over Israeli treatment of Palestinian detainees, including the practice 
of detaining Palestinians within Israel contrary to Article 76 of the fourth Geneva 
convention. I raised our concerns over the treatment of Palestinian detainees 
during my meeting with the Israeli Attorney General in London on 20 June. My 
officials also discussed the issues facing Palestinian detainees with the 
Palestinian Minister for Prisoner Affairs during his visit to London on 21 June. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the legal obligations of the UK Government under 
Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention with regards to investigating (a) the directors 
of and (b) the corporate entity of G4S plc for aiding and abetting breaches of the 
Convention in the transfer of Palestinian detainees from the West Bank. [164709] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government ensures it acts in accordance with our 
international law obligations. However, in accordance with longstanding 
convention followed by successive governments, we are notable to comment on 
detailed legal advice. 
Whilst international law does not impose direct obligations on corporations, the 
British Government has made clear our concerns about Israel's treatment of 
Palestinian detainees to G4S and our clear position on the illegality of 
settlements, including at a meeting with representatives from G4S in October 
2012. 
On 21 April, G4S publicly confirmed that they would not renew a number of 
security  contracts  in the West Bank ‘to ensure that G4S Israel business practices  
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remain in line with our own business ethics policy’. These include the servicing of 
security equipment at Ofer Military Prison, at West Bank checkpoints and at a 
police station in the contentious E-l area of Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130711/text/130711w0
001.htm#13071183000007  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/6377
3.aspx 
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** Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
 

Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210
423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
** Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen
&lang=en  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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