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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Organs: Donors 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what recent representations 
he has received regarding the potential for an opt-out organ donation system in the UK 
as a whole. [163717] 

Anna Soubry: No recent representations have been received and there are no 
current plans to bring forward legislative proposals for an opt-out system for organ 
donation in England. We will monitor progress in Wales very closely to analyse 
the impact on donation rates in Wales and across the United Kingdom as a whole. 
We have made considerable progress over the last five years with a 50% 
improvement in organ donor rates and a 30% improvement in transplant rates. 
This is due to the successful implementation of the 14 recommendations made by 
the Organ Donation Taskforce in 2008. We wish to see this progress maintained. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0
003.htm#13070993000155  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Matthew Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will make representations to the Palestinian Authority about reports that PA TV has 
broadcast a video calling on Palestinians to raise flags over all Israeli cities and villages. 
[163423] 

Alistair Burt: Recent reports have concluded that both parties to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict need to do more to promote a positive portrayal of each other, 
reflecting the principles of co-existence, tolerance, justice and human dignity. The 
UK regularly condemns incitement and registers our concerns with both sides. 
The British Consul General in Jerusalem called on the Palestinian Authority to 
avoid incitement in a speech addressed to the then Prime Minister Hamdallah on 
19 June. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0003.htm#13070993000155
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0003.htm#13070993000155
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While we have raised previous concerns with Palestinian TV, we have not raised 
this specific allegation. Palestine TV is not an official station of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). But it is subject to official directives that make clear that it must 
avoid any programme content that endorses or propagates violence. We do not 
believe that the reports in question bring into question the PA's commitment to a 
two state solution and its often repeated recognition of the state of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0
002.htm#13070993000088  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the Foreign 
Secretary’s statement on 28 November 2012 that Palestinians should return to 
negotiations without preconditions, what steps they have taken to encourage such 
negotiations, and to ensure that Israel enters them in good faith.[HL1189] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) visited Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) on 23-24 May to demonstrate UK support for US 
efforts to bring about credible negotiations. He met key figures from both sides, 
including Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas. With both parties, the 
Foreign Secretary set out the urgent need for them to show bold and decisive 
leadership and engage seriously with US efforts, and the UK’s commitment to 
seeing a negotiated two-state solution. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
subsequently visited Israel and the OPTs on 11-13 June. In Israel, he met Justice 
Minister and chief negotiator Tzipi Livni, International Relations and Strategic 
Affairs Minister Yuval Steinitz and Prime Minister Netanyahu’s personal envoy 
Isaac Molcho. In Ramallah, he met Palestinian President Abbas and Prime 
Minister Hamdallah (who has since resigned). With both parties, he reinforced our 
support for US efforts and the priority of serious engagement. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions on military 
accountability they have had with the government of Israel following the reported 
shooting of Atta Muhammad Atta Sabah on 6 June.[HL1194] 

Baroness Warsi: We are very concerned by incidents in which Palestinian 
civilians have been injured and killed by the Israel Defence Force (IDF) this year. 
We have raised these cases with the Israeli Ministry of Strategic Affairs, the 
National Security Council and with the Coordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories, the Israeli authority for the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We most 
recently raised the issue of investigations into the killing of Palestinian civilians by 
the IDF with the Israeli Attorney General on 20 June. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#130
70978000371  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions have been held 
as to the minimum territorial contiguity necessary for the formation of a Palestinian state. 
[HL1190] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have had no discussions as to the minimum territorial contiguity necessary for the 
formation of a Palestinian state: we are clear that the best way to fulfil the 
legitimate national aspirations of the Palestinian people is through negotiations 
between the parties. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0002.htm#13070993000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130709/text/130709w0002.htm#13070993000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000371
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We support a negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure Israel living 
alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state; based on 1967 borders with 
agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, and a just, fair 
and agreed settlement for refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#130
70978000376  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have taken legal 
advice as to whether the blockade of Gaza constitutes collective punishment.[HL1192] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): In 
accordance with longstanding convention followed by successive Governments 
we are not in a position to comment on the detail of legal advice. However, we are 
clear that the Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and people, including on 
access to agricultural and fishing areas, do tremendous damage to the economy 
and living standards of ordinary people in Gaza. In close co-ordination with our 
European Union partners and the Office of the Quartet Representation, we 
continue to press the Israeli government at ministerial and official level to ease 
access restrictions. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what pressure has been put on 
Israel to abide by existing agreements, such as those concerning the fishing limits off the 
Gazan coast.[HL1193] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK continues to call on all sides to fully respect the 
ceasefire agreement. We regularly make representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Israeli authorities on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza, most recently with the Israeli Attorney General on 20 June. We welcomed 
the announcement by Israeli authorities approving the expansion of the Gaza 
Strip's designated fishing zone from three to six nautical miles on 21 May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#130
70978000365  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (379) BBC television programme on Israel – That this House condemns 
the BBC for a television programme called Israel: Facing The Future, which did not give 
equal attention to the plight of Palestinians throughout the 65 years since the 
establishment of the state of Israel; and calls on the BBC to produce a programme 
featuring the life of Palestinians since 1948 and looking ahead with the title, What future 
do Palestinians have? 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/379  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000376
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000376
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000365
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130709w0001.htm#13070978000365
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/379
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html


 4

 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx    
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/6377
3.aspx 
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210
423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf
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