
 1

 

9 July 2013
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Extremism and Integration 
2. Rehman Chishti: What steps he is taking to tackle extremism and promote integration 
in Britain. [163426] 

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric 
Pickles): Like the rest of the House, the Government believe in challenging the 
forces of hate and the politics of division—from Islamic preachers of hate, to 
English Defence League thugs, to violent Trotskyite protesters. We are 
championing what we have in common and what unites us as a British nation 
across class, colour and creed. 

Rehman Chishti: I thank the Secretary of State for that answer. It has been said that 
“extremism breeds not within communities, but in their gaps and margins. In places 
where the webs and safety nets of community that sustain dignity, self-worth, autonomy 
and solidarities fail.” 
What steps are being taken to tackle that? 

Mr Pickles: It is most important for us to concentrate on those things that unite us. 
Very early on in this Government, we took a decision to separate the Prevent 
strategy from integration. My Department’s role has been to try to ensure that 
those parts that we can celebrate, as British citizens together, work together. 
In particular, we have carried out a number of initiatives, including working with 
inter-faith groups, schools and detached youth workers. I have been grateful for 
the co-operation in individual constituencies from both sides of the House in 
respect of our ability to recognise that people of good will can celebrate the 
differences that exist. 

Keith Vaz: A recent report by Teesside university, following the atrocity in Woolwich, 
showed that between 22 May and 25 June this year there were 241 anti-Muslim attacks. 
What support are the Government giving to local community groups under the Prevent 
strategy to deal with that hate? 

Mr Pickles: The most important thing that we did was establish a way of recording 
anti-Muslim attacks. We took on board what had been happening with anti-Semitic 
attacks and took some of it across. I have to say to the right hon. Gentleman that 
those statistics include things being said on Twitter as well as actual attacks 
against individuals, and it is important that we have a degree of grading. 
In the  aftermath  of the tragic  and  unjustified recent  murder of  Drummer  Rigby,  
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there were a number of attacks on mosques. I talked to the imams of just about 
every single one, and they wanted to be clear that the attack was not in their 
name. They condemned it and were looking towards greater integration within 
society. 

Bob Stewart: Councils increasingly have to translate their documents into other 
languages. How does that help the integration of communities in our country? 

Mr Pickles: I do not think that it does, and I say that as a sinner repented. I was 
leader of Bradford council and we did translate. I realised that that attempt to 
integrate was a process that further isolated. The one thing that does unite us is 
our language of English. We should do everything we can to ensure that people 
learn English. 

Lisa Nandy: Is the Secretary of State aware that in some areas of the country, including 
Bradford, extremist groups are targeting young people and offering to keep them safe 
from on-street grooming, purely as a way of promoting their disgusting, far-right views? 
Will he tell us what his Department is doing to support local councils to tackle the 
problem? 

Mr Pickles: I thought it significant that the Friday before last, throughout the 
country, mosques read a sermon explaining the difficulties of grooming and ways 
in which we can tackle it. A number of councils right around the country have 
been helpful in tackling the issue. We have been in close contact to ensure that 
the true voices of the community are heard, and not that perversion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/debtext/13070
8-0001.htm#13070810000017  
 

Organs: Donors 
Glyn Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what (a) assessment he has made 
and (b) reports he has received on whether a change to a presumed consent system of 
organ donation will increase levels of donation. [163744] 

Anna Soubry: The independent Organ Donation Taskforce was asked in 2006 to 
identify barriers to organ donation and to recommend what action needed to be 
taken to increase organ donation and procurement, within the current legal 
framework. In January 2008, the Taskforce published its first report 'Organs for 
Transplants' and also looked at the potential for the introduction of a presumed 
consent system in the United Kingdom. They recognised, after extensive public 
dialogue, that this is a sensitive issue that generates strong feelings both for and 
against. They recommended against the introduction of opt-out, concluding that 
while such a system might have the potential to deliver benefits, it would present 
significant challenges, which might not be necessary to deliver the desired 
increase in organ donation rates. On balance the Taskforce recommended that 
effort and resources be focused on the implementation of their 14 
recommendations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
004.htm#13070846000028  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Nia Griffith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what discussions he had with the  Israeli Attorney-General in June 2013 on implementing  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/debtext/130708-0001.htm#13070810000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/debtext/130708-0001.htm#13070810000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0004.htm#13070846000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0004.htm#13070846000028


 3

 

measures to require audio-visual recordings of all interrogations of Palestinian children 
by the Israeli military and to make these available to the children's lawyers; [163691] 
(2) what discussions he had with the Israeli Attorney-General on putting an end to the 
Israeli military practice of arresting Palestinian children by night; [163692] 
(3) what recent discussions he had with the Israeli Attorney-General on ending the Israeli 
military practice of shackling Palestinian children; [163693] 
(4) what recent discussions he had with the Israeli Attorney-General on ending the 
practice of keeping Palestinian children in solitary confinement while in Israeli military 
custody; [163694] 
(5) what recent discussions he had with the Israeli Attorney-General on ending the 
practice of transferring Palestinian children from the West Bank to military custody in 
Israel. [163695] 

Alistair Burt: On 20 June, I met with Israeli Attorney-General Yehuda Weinstein 
at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. He was accompanied by a senior 
delegation, including Deputy Attorney-General Shai Nitzan and the Israeli 
Ambassador to London. We discussed a range of issues including the treatment 
of children in detention, the use of live fire in the Gaza buffer zone and in dealing 
with non-violent protests and demolition of Palestinian property. 
On the question of child detainees we discussed the recommendations in 
Baroness Scotland's report. I welcomed steps that Israel has taken of late to 
reduce the gap between provisions for Israeli and Palestinian children including: 
raising the age of majority to 18; reducing the time period by which an arrested 
minor must be brought before a judge formalising the right of a parent/guardian to 
be present in court; and introducing a special court for minors. 
We also discussed the need for further progress. In particular, building on the 
report's recommendations, we believe it is important to ensure: systematic use of 
audio-visual recording when questioning children; an end to solitary confinement 
for children; and notification of arrest in Arabic to parents/guardians so that they 
can support children in the legal process. My officials continue to discuss these 
points with the Israeli authorities. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of nuclear warheads possessed by Israel; and 
if he will make a statement. [163762] 

Alistair Burt: We have regular discussions with the Government of Israel on a 
wide range of nuclear-related issues. Israel has not declared a nuclear weapons 
programme. We encourage Israel to sign up to the non-proliferation treaty and call 
on them to agree a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of (a) British citizens and (b) people 
categorised for purposes of evacuation as entitled persons living in Israel. [163763] 

Alistair Burt: All of our diplomatic missions across the world hold contingency 
plans in case of emergencies. We recommend that British nationals stay up to 
date with our Travel Advice. The support we provide for British nationals is 
outlined in our 'support for British nationals abroad—a guide', which is available 
on the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) website. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-for-british-nationals-abroad-
a-guide  
As part of their contingency planning all posts make an assessment of the 
numbers of British nationals in country based on a range of sources, such as 
information from the local Interior and Tourist Ministries and other publically 
available data. Around 320,000 British nationals travel to Israel each year and 
approximately 40,000 British nationals live and work there. Further figures can be 
found on the website of Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics: 
http://www1.cbs.gov.il/reader/?MIval=cw_usr_view_ SHTML&ID=432  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-for-british-nationals-abroad-a-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/support-for-british-nationals-abroad-a-guide
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The FCO no longer asks British nationals travelling overseas to register with us on 
a 'just in case' basis. In the event of a crisis British nationals will still be able to log 
their details with the FCO and the FCO crisis hotline can be used by people to tell 
us that they need our help. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
002.htm#13070840000007  
 

The above link to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics doesn’t work. Their homepage 
can be found at http://www1.cbs.gov.il/reader/cw_usr_view_Folder?ID=141  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
aid her Department contributes annually to (a) Palestinian Authority Television (PATV) 
and (b) the PATV programme, For You. [163266] 

Mr Duncan: UK aid does not fund Palestine TV programming. 
Some civil servants working for Palestine TV may be eligible beneficiaries for our 
direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA). The list of approved 
recipients is subject to vetting processes and does not include PA employees who 
are on international and ad-hoc sanctions lists. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
002.htm#13070839000017  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to his Palestinian counterpart about Palestinian 
Authority Television broadcasting songs identifying Israeli cities as Palestinian. [163265] 

Alistair Burt: Recent reports have concluded that both parties to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict need to do more to promote a positive portrayal of each other, 
reflecting the principles of co-existence, tolerance, justice and human dignity. The 
UK regularly condemns incitement and registers our concerns with both sides. 
While we have raised previous concerns with Palestinian TV, we have not raised 
this specific allegation. Palestine TV is not an official station of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). But it is subject to official directives that make clear that it must 
avoid any programme content that endorses or propagates violence. We do not 
believe that the reports in question bring into question the PA's commitment to a 
two state solution and its often repeated recognition of the State of Israel. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
make representations to the Palestinian Authority on its use of maps depicting a State of 
Palestine replacing Israel. [163422] 

Alistair Burt: Our officials raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) and Israel whenever we feel this appropriate. There is a profound 
need for both the Israeli and Palestinian sides to do more to promote a positive 
portrayal of each other, reflecting the principles of co-existence, tolerance, justice 
and human dignity. We do not believe that the reports in question bring into 
question the PA's commitment to a two state solution and its often repeated 
recognition of the State of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
002.htm#13070840000009  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 17 June 2013, Official Report, columns 488-9W, on Occupied 
Territories, what information his Department holds on how many occasions Israel has 
provided disaggregated statistics to the OECD for areas Israel occupied since 1967; and 
on how many occasions the OECD has requested such disaggregated data. [163844] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000007
http://www1.cbs.gov.il/reader/cw_usr_view_Folder?ID=141
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070839000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070839000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000009
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Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office holds no information on 
how many occasions Israel has provided disaggregated statistics to the OECD for 
areas Israel occupied since 1967. How many occasions the OECD has requested 
such data is a question for the OECD. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 17 June 2013, Official Report, columns 488-9W, on Occupied 
Territories; what assessment he has made of whether the Government's acceptance of 
Israeli statistics to the OECD, which do not distinguish between Israel and areas 
occupied since 1967, is compliant with the UK's international law obligations, including 
the duty of non-recognition. [163854] 

Alistair Burt: This is a matter for the OECD—there is no process by which the 
British Government formally accepts OECD statistics. We have repeatedly 
condemned Israel's announcements to expand settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, including East Jerusalem. As well as being illegal under 
international law, settlements undermine the possibility of a two state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
002.htm#13070840000008  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0
002.htm#13061743000011  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Freedom 
Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will appoint an official of his Department of equivalent seniority to an ambassador to have 
lead responsibility for freedom of religion and belief. [162539] 

Mr Lidington: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) already has an 
ambassadorial-level official who is responsible for ensuring the mainstreaming of 
freedom of religion or belief, along with all the FCO's human rights priorities, 
across the FCO. The FCO Minister responsible for freedom of religion or belief is 
the Senior Minister of State, my noble Friend the right hon. Baroness Warsi; she 
has made this portfolio a personal priority. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to assess the effect of his Department's policies on promoting 
freedom of religion and belief. [163176] 

Mr Lidington: Foreign and Commonwealth Office policy is to review regularly the 
work we do, including on freedom of religion of belief. At the UN later this year we 
plan to review the effectiveness of combined international efforts and assess how 
we can further promote the freedom of religion or belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0
002.htm#13070840000010  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0002.htm#13061743000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0002.htm#13061743000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130708/text/130708w0002.htm#13070840000010
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance 

Report on Portugal 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Portugal/PRT-CbC-IV-2013-
020-ENG.pdf  
 
Report on Finland 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Finland/FIN-CbC-IV-2013-
019-ENG.pdf 
 
Report on San Marino 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/San_Marino/SMR-CbC-IV-
2013-021-ENG.pdf 
 
Conclusions on the implementation of the recommendations in respect of France 
subject to interim follow-up 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-IFU-IV-2013-
022-ENG.pdf  
 
Conclusions on the implementation of the recommendations in respect of Poland 
subject to interim follow-up 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Poland/POL-IFU-IV-2013-
023-ENG.pdf  
 
Conclusions on the implementation of the recommendations in respect of “the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” subject to interim follow-up 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-
country/Former_Yugoslav_Republic_Macedonia/MKD-IFU-IV-2013-024-ENG.pdf  
 
  

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Evaluation of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-external_evaluation-final-report.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Portugal/PRT-CbC-IV-2013-020-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Portugal/PRT-CbC-IV-2013-020-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Finland/FIN-CbC-IV-2013-019-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Finland/FIN-CbC-IV-2013-019-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/San_Marino/SMR-CbC-IV-2013-021-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/San_Marino/SMR-CbC-IV-2013-021-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-IFU-IV-2013-022-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/France/FRA-IFU-IV-2013-022-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Poland/POL-IFU-IV-2013-023-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Poland/POL-IFU-IV-2013-023-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Former_Yugoslav_Republic_Macedonia/MKD-IFU-IV-2013-024-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Former_Yugoslav_Republic_Macedonia/MKD-IFU-IV-2013-024-ENG.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-external_evaluation-final-report.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130708-
0001.htm#13070811000878  
 

includes 
 

Clause 2: Marriage according to religious rites: no compulsion to solemnize etc 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130708-
0003.htm#1307096000163  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx    

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/6377
3.aspx 
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210
423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
** Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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