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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

European Elections 2014 
col 820  Jim Shannon: What consideration have the Government and the Minister given 
to the opinion of faith groups in relation to holding elections on any day other than a 
Thursday, and certainly not on a Sunday? 

Mr Lidington: The hon. Gentleman puts his finger on one of the key problems 
with shifting away from our practice of voting on a Thursday—namely, that to pick 
any day over the weekend from Friday to Sunday would inevitably begin to 
trespass on the religious practices of faith groups in various parts of the United 
Kingdom. We would need to look at how the timing of a polling day might have an 
impact on people from such groups, and not just in respect of the voting day 
because a large number of constituencies and local authorities still count votes 
the day following polling day, so that has to be taken into consideration, too. … 

col 821  Kelvin Hopkins: We are proposing the alternatives of Sunday and Thursday, 
but there is also the alternative of Saturday, which would be convenient for many 
industrial workers. Saturday is a day of rest for many, perhaps not all, but this day would 
avoid the religious complications that the Minister mentions. 

Mr Lidington: I hear what the hon. Gentleman says, but the problem with 
Saturday is, first, that a number of Jewish communities would find it difficult and, 
further, that we would still be left with the problem of asking people to count votes 
and declare results on the Sunday, which would present a difficulty for a number 
of Christian denominations. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/13061
8-0002.htm#13061895000003 
 

col 829  Kelvin Hopkins: … If we had elections over two days at weekends, Jews could 
vote on Sunday and Christians could vote on Saturday, and solve the problem. 
Martin Horwood: Absolutely. And Muslims could vote on both, and the election could 
start on Friday. We could be very flexible. Cultural traditions might also be relevant. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/13061
8-0003.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0002.htm#13061895000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0002.htm#13061895000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0003.htm
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Stephen Lloyd (272) Religious Education and Tolerance – That this House notes that 
Religious Education (RE) is a rigorous academic subject that allows young people to 
increase their knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious 
beliefs; further notes the importance of mutual understanding and the community 
cohesion it engenders, particularly at this time of heightened tension; recognises the 
contribution the subject RE plays in fostering mutual understanding and respect between 
people with different religious and non-religious beliefs; supports the efforts of schools 
and local authorities who give RE the attention and status it merits in the curriculum; and 
urges that measures to ensure that all children explore and discuss religious and non-
religious beliefs at school be pursued by the Government. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/272  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

The Welsh Government’s handling of funding for the now-defunct All Wales Ethnic 
Minority Association highlights the main weaknesses in its management of grants, 
says a National Assembly for Wales Committee 
… A report by the Wales Audit Office in October last year highlighted weaknesses in the 
management by the Welsh Government in funding AWEMA. The charity received more 
than £7 million over an 11 year period, but was closed down after allegations of financial 
irregularities. … 
Darren Millar AM, Chair of the Public Accounts Committee [said] … “We recognise and 
welcome some of the progress detailed to us during the course of our inquiry, but we 
believe a change in cultural approach to managing grants is necessary to ensure 
problems similar to those which came to light at AWEMA do not happen again. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=247224&ds=6/2013  
 
Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Grants Management in Wales 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-
ld9363-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9363%20-
%20Report%20of%20the%20Public%20Accounts%20Committee%20on%20Grants%20
Management%20in%20Wales%20-%20Final%20Report 
 
 

HMRC 

Over 12,000 charities register to claim gift aid online 
… From 30 September, HMRC will stop accepting Gift Aid repayment claims on R68i 
forms and users will be required to use the Charities Online service to make claims. …  
Online claims are usually paid within three working days, as opposed to 26 days using 
the old R68i paper claim form. … 
Charities can get information on how to use the system from the HMRC website 
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/charities/online/index.htm Those that do not have access to the 
internet will have to use the ChR1 paper form to make claims, available by calling HMRC 
Charities Helpline on 0845 302 0203. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-12000-charities-register-to-claim-gift-aid-
online 

TOP 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/272
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=247224&ds=6/2013
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=247224&ds=6/2013
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9363-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9363%20-%20Report%20of%20the%20Public%20Accounts%20Committee%20on%20Grants%20Management%20in%20Wales%20-%20Final%20Report
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9363-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9363%20-%20Report%20of%20the%20Public%20Accounts%20Committee%20on%20Grants%20Management%20in%20Wales%20-%20Final%20Report
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9363-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9363%20-%20Report%20of%20the%20Public%20Accounts%20Committee%20on%20Grants%20Management%20in%20Wales%20-%20Final%20Report
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9363-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9363%20-%20Report%20of%20the%20Public%20Accounts%20Committee%20on%20Grants%20Management%20in%20Wales%20-%20Final%20Report
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/charities/online/index.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-12000-charities-register-to-claim-gift-aid-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-12000-charities-register-to-claim-gift-aid-online


 3

 

 

Holocaust 

European Commission 

Kazerne Dossin: Raoul Wallenberg - To me there's no other choice 
… I think we all are painfully aware that intolerance is spreading in Europe today. 
As history has shown, difficult times nurture nationalism and the need to find scapegoats. 
Racist and anti-Semitic hate crimes are increasing; Roma people are still discriminated 
against. LGBT people meet intolerance, prejudices and discrimination in daily life. In 
several countries xenophobic parties have representatives in parliament. In fact not since 
the WWII, have we had so many xenophobic parties in elected assemblies. … 
The EU must respond to this. … And the EU does act 
We have put in place the legal framework that allows us to address the challenges. The 
Framework Decision on racism and xenophobia prohibits racist or xenophobic speech 
and crime. There is European legislation to bans racist speech in media. 
The Fundamental Rights Agency monitors the respect of the basic rights and will deliver 
its report before the end of this year. 
The Agency will also present the results of its survey of Jewish people's experiences with 
anti-Semitism in the nine Member States where 90% of European Jews reside. … 
In times when Europe is put to the test, when a cold wind blows and gains strength, 
people need to stand up for the fundamental values and defend diversity. An important 
responsibility lies with politicians. I am extremely worried that many in power today do not 
live up to their responsibilities. … 
Why did it take Prime Minister Orban several days to dissociate from the proposal to 
register Jews in his country? 
Why are Greek Ministers so slow to improve detention conditions for migrants? 
Why are even main stream politicians increasingly turning to anti-migrant rhetoric's? … 
We must never forget the Holocaust. When Jewish children are again afraid to go to 
school, when the Roma are evicted from their homes and are described as parasites, 
when cruel traffickers exploit vulnerable people and sell them as slaves, when refugees 
are abused, then we have to stand up for equal rights. … 
When I was a child, many in my generation had the possibility to meet survivors of the 
Nazi camps. In school they could listen to their own words about life and death in the 
camps, about the persecution and the hate. 
My grandfather, active in the Red Cross, and who drove survivors in the white buses from 
the camps told me about the horrors he witnessed. My grandfather is no longer alive and 
soon there will not be any survivors left. 
Our children will be the first generation where most will not have any opportunity to listen 
to those who had the direct experiences with the horrors of the Second World War and 
the atrocities of the Nazi regime. 
Therefore, it is even more important to talk about what has happened. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-556_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Occupied Territories 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant  to  the  answer  of  3 June 2013,  Official  Report,  column 862W, on  Occupied  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-556_en.htm?locale=en
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Territories, what assessment he has made of the level of indirect finance provided by the 
Government to Israeli settlements through procurement, tax benefits or participation in 
bilateral programmes since 2005; and what assistance is planned for the future. [160211] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to my answer of 3 June 2013, Official 
Report, column 862W. Due to the complexity and cost to the taxpayer, we have 
not made an assessment of possible indirect finance through the cited 
mechanisms since 2005. 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has no assistance planned for indirect finance of 
Israel settlements. 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 3 June 2013, Official Report, column 862W, on Occupied 
Territories, whether he has obtained legal advice on the due diligence required of the 
Government to avoid breaching international law through aiding and assisting illegal 
Israeli settlements by indirect payments via procurement, tax benefits or bilateral 
programmes. [160212] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: They are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. The British Government ensures it acts in accordance with our 
international law obligations, but as the hon. Member will appreciate, in 
accordance with long-standing convention followed by successive governments, I 
am not able to comment on legal advice to Ministers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/text/130619w0
003.htm#1306206000159  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415001712  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning its projected legislation to enable the 
forcible eviction of Bedouin from their lands. [HL621] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my honourable Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), visited 
the Negev in January 2012, where he heard from vulnerable Bedouin 
communities in unrecognized villages facing the threat of house demolitions and 
forced displacement. He raised our concerns with the then responsible Minister 
Benny Begin in several meetings. During his visit to Israel earlier this month, the 
Mr Burt discussed the proposed legislation with members of the Knesset Ahmed 
Tibi and Hanna Sweid. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv is also in regular contact with 
Bedouin leaders and activists and our Ambassador in Tel Aviv has discussed the 
proposed legislation with relevant Ministers and parliamentarians. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel about the alleged destruction by settlers of land and olive trees 
belonging to the villages of Madama and Burin near Nablus.[HL715] 

Baroness Warsi: We have serious concerns at the increase in violence by 
extremist Israeli settlers against ordinary Palestinians and Palestinian property. 
Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has repeatedly raised our concerns about incidents of 
settler violence and intimidation, including the importance of bringing those 
responsible to justice and that the Israel security forces provide appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population, with, among others, the Israeli 
Attorney  General,  Defence  Minister and the Israeli Prime Minister’s office. In the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/text/130619w0003.htm#1306206000159
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/text/130619w0003.htm#1306206000159
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001712
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001712
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last month 13 suspects of violence and so-called 'price tag attacks' (where settlers 
vandalise Palestinian property and mark it with graffiti) have been arrested by 
Israeli authorities and the Israeli government is taking steps to classify price tag 
attacks and settler violence as terrorism. 
We note the particular sensitivities around olive trees given their status as a 
national symbol and the sole source of income for many Palestinian farmers. 
Moreover, any actions taken by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territories must 
be in compliance with Israel’s obligations under international humanitarian law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#130
61996000346  
 

Communities: Community Tensions 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of civilian deaths, including those of children, in Palestine and Muslim 
countries on community tensions in the United Kingdom.[HL620] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government regularly discusses a range of issues with diaspora communities and 
others with an interest in Muslim countries, including the impact of events in those 
countries on communities in the UK. 
In terms of assessing impact on community tensions relating to events and 
incidents abroad, the Department for Communities and Local Government and the 
Home Office also funds the National Community Tension Team (NCTT), part of 
the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO). The NCTT collates and assesses 
local police community tension reporting, which includes tension generated by 
events abroad. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#130
61996000335  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

International Development Fund (Occupied Palestinian Territories) 
Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving from its 
international development fund for people in the occupied Palestinian territories of Gaza 
and the West Bank. (S4O-02272) 

The Minister for External Affairs and International Development (Humza 
Yousaf): The Scottish Government remains concerned about the situation 
between Israel and Palestine and supports all on-going international peace efforts 
in the region. 
The Scottish Government’s international development fund supports a robust 
programme of development work which, as Claudia Beamish knows, is 
concentrated on sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia. As well as providing for 
those long-term development projects, we also support humanitarian interventions 
around the world—most recently in relation to the crisis affecting Syria. We 
previously supported the Palestinians in Gaza back in 2009. 

Claudia Beamish: As part of the Council for European Palestinian Relations, I, along 
with my colleague John Finnie, visited Gaza as part of a parliamentary delegation just six 
days after the ceasefire last November. 
Has there been a Disasters and Emergency Committee appeal and has the Scottish 
Government contributed to it? Has any additional funding been made available to the 
people in the occupied Palestinian territories through other schemes such as the climate 
challenge fund? Might it be possible to do that when the fund is reviewed? 

Humza Yousaf: I note the  substantial  amount of  work that Claudia Beamish and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#13061996000346
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#13061996000346
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#13061996000335
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619w0001.htm#13061996000335
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Mr Finnie have done in relation to the situation in Gaza. I read Claudia Beamish’s 
report on her website when she arrived back from Gaza, which gave a very 
harrowing account of the pragmatic life that Gazans have to live. 
The international development fund is focused very much on the areas that I 
mentioned in my previous answer. That is because we have a modest budget that 
must be targeted for it to have its full impact. We have intervened previously. I am 
more than happy to meet Claudia Beamish to explore other ways in which we can 
provide support, which we will always seek to do. 
We have been consistent in saying that the blockade in Gaza is unjustifiable. We, 
along with the United Kingdom Government, believe that the continued building of 
settlements is illegal and we will do everything we can, with the powers that we 
have, to continue to make the case for ordinary Gazans, who are living in 
absolutely horrendous conditions. 

Jamie McGrigor: Does the minister share my welcome for the work that the UK 
Government is doing through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, in seeking to build new schools in the Gaza strip to 
expand access to education for 24,000 pupils? 

Humza Yousaf: Yes I do. I also recognise the role that the UK Government, 
through the Department for International Development and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, has played in trying to create peace in an extraordinarily 
difficult situation. I believe that we could be doing more. I believe that the UK 
Government is doing as much as it possibly can. I recognise that diplomatic 
interventions can be difficult, but projects such as the one that Jamie McGrigor 
outlined are important and education is important. 
Fundamentally, though, we have to get across the point that the blockade of Gaza 
and the continued building of settlements in the occupied territories is 
counterproductive to our achieving peace. I would happily work with UK 
Government officials to see how Scotland can assist in that endeavour. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8231&mode=htm
l#iob_74639     

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/debtext/130619-
0002.htm#13061976000035  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/debtext/130619-0002.htm#13061976000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130619/debtext/130619-0002.htm#13061976000035
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-
0001.htm#13061970000318 
 

includes 
Clause 2 : Marriage according to religious rites: no compulsion to solemnize etc 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-
0001.htm#13061970000312  
and 
Clause 3 : Marriage for which no opt-in necessary 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-
0002.htm#13061986000153  
and 
Clause 4 : Opt-in: marriage in places of worship 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-
0002.htm#13061997000100  
and 
Clause 5 : Opt-in: other religious ceremonies 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-
0003.htm#13061998000058  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/su029-iira.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0001.htm#13061970000318
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0001.htm#13061970000318
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0001.htm#13061970000312
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0001.htm#13061970000312
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0002.htm#13061986000153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0002.htm#13061986000153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0002.htm#13061997000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0002.htm#13061997000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0003.htm#13061998000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130619-0003.htm#13061998000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/su029-iira.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Holocaust
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today

