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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

No tolerance of hate crimes: statistics show fall in offences 
A decrease in overall racist and religiously aggravated offending in Scotland was today 
given a cautious welcome by Community Safety Minister Roseanna Cunningham. A 
series of reports on hate crime, religiously aggravated offending and the first annual 
statistics on the Offensive Behaviour Act were published today. … 
Taken together, the reports show that there has been a 15 per cent reduction in offences 
involving religious hatred. 

 Racial crime remains the most commonly reported hate crime, although the 
number of charges has fallen by  12 per cent. 

 The number of charges with a religious aggravation has fallen 24 per cent on 
2011-12. Taken along with the statistics on the Offensive Behaviour Act, this 
suggests a total decrease in criminality involving religious hatred of 15 per cent. … 

 An increase in charges where conduct was derogatory towards Islam, from 19 
charges in 2011-12 to 80 charges in 2012-13. The majority of these -57- were at 
one event, a “Campaign to Welcome Refugees” march in Glasgow where there 
was a counter demonstration by the Scottish Defence League. … 

Minister for Community Safety Roseanna Cunningham said: “Any form of attack or 
discrimination based on the assumption of someone’s religion, race or cultural 
background is completely unacceptable. 
“While the decrease in both racist and religiously aggravated offending are to be 
welcomed, it is concerning to note the rise in charges directed towards the Islamic 
community and towards those with disabilities. 
“Scotland is a country which does not tolerate racial or religious prejudice and we are a 
nation where people of all faiths and none can live in peace. This is borne out by today’s 
figures - we are not becoming more intolerant as a society, but we are becoming less 
tolerant of those who hold prejudiced beliefs. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/06/hatecrime14062013  
 

Hate Crime in Scotland 2012-13  
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20i
n%20Scotland%202012-13.pdf  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/06/hatecrime14062013
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202012-13.pdf
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202012-13.pdf
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Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act (2012) in 2012-13   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424898.pdf  
 
Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland 2012-13    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424865.pdf  
 
An Examination of the Evidence on Sectarianism in Scotland    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424891.pdf  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Ban recommends strengthening UN peacekeeping force in Golan Heights 
Warning that recent clashes in the Golan Heights area are threatening the decades-long 
ceasefire between Syria and Israel and putting civilians and United Nations personnel at 
risk, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has recommended enhancing the self-defence 
capacity of the UN Mission there. … 
Citing spill over from the ongoing crisis in Syria, where Government and armed 
opposition groups are locked in a spiralling conflict which has in turn sparked tensions in 
the Golan between Syria and Israel, the Secretary-General recommends that the Council 
extend the UN force’s mandate for six more months, until December 31st. 
Noting that the Governments of both Syria and Israel backed the mandate extension, Mr. 
Ban goes on to recommend that the Council consider, “as a matter of priority,” 
adjustments to UNDOF, including enhancing its self-defence capabilities and boosting its 
force strength by about 300 to some 1,250 troops. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45163&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.UbsW5PawBn8  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Greater efforts, co-operation needed to ensure security of Jewish communities, 
say participants at OSCE conference in Berlin 
Violent attacks and threats motivated by anti-Semitism affect the day-to-day lives of 
Jewish communities all across the OSCE region, and these communities are in need of 
protection from these threats and the harmful impact they have on their religious and 
cultural activities and on their human rights, said participants at an expert OSCE 
conference in Berlin today. … 
In an address sent to the event, the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Ukrainian  Foreign 
Minister Leonid Kozhara, called for concerted efforts towards building mutual respect and 
understanding in the OSCE region. 
“We should address anti-Semitism as a real security threat in the OSCE region,” Kozhara 
said. “Violent anti-Semitic incidents targeting Jewish and non-Jewish individuals, their 
property, and Jewish communal institutions, such as synagogues, cannot be tolerated 
anymore; they should be prevented in advance and by all means.” … 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424898.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424865.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00424891.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45163&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.UbsW5PawBn8


 3

 

 “We need to create awareness of the issue among government representatives in 
Europe in order to improve the communication and sharing of information between 
Jewish communities and local authorities, and to make it clear that, without security, 
Jewish communities cannot survive,” said Ariel Muzicant, the Vice-President for Security 
and Crisis Management of the European Jewish Congress. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/cio/102663  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

House of Lords Delegated Powers and Regulatory Reform Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldselect/lddelreg/26/26.pdf   

  
Scottish Parliament 

** Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
 

Referendum Bill Committee: Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8215&mode=pdf  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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