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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Radicalism 
Bob Stewart: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what research her 
Department undertakes into identifying those who are most vulnerable to being 
influenced by Islamist preachers. [158944] 

James Brokenshire: The Home Office draws on a wide range of external 
evidence, including academic research, to understand what makes individuals 
more vulnerable to extremist ideologies and influence. This includes work to 
understand the psychological and social processes, as well as local 
circumstances which can increase or reduce vulnerability. A useful summary of 
our understanding of vulnerability is the Channel guidance (2012), which draws on 
the full range of knowledge available to us. This is available on the Home Office 
website at: 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/prevent/vul-
assessment  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0
001.htm#130611102000019  
 

Armed Forces: English Defence League 
Dan Jarvis: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what recent advice has been 
issued to the chain of command on (a) membership of the English Defence League 
(EDL), (b) attendance at EDL marches or meetings and (c) references to EDL on social 
media. [158318] 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what guidance his 
Department has given on membership of the English Defence League by members of 
HM Armed Forces. [158836] 

Mr Francois: In the wake of the appalling murder of Drummer Rigby, General Sir 
David Richards, Chief of the Defence Staff, wrote to all ranks on 23 May both to 
express his sympathy for Drummer Rigby's family and to urge all service 
personnel not to get drawn into the politics of this incident. General Richards was 
clear that UK armed forces fight to protect people of every creed. On 30 May, 
General Sir Peter Wall, Chief of the General Staff, wrote to all Army Commanders 
and Commanding Officers to reiterate that Queen's Regulations forbid regular 
service personnel in uniform from taking an active part in the affairs of any political  
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/prevent/vul-assessment
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/prevent/vul-assessment
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0001.htm#130611102000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0001.htm#130611102000019


 2

 

organisation party or movement, or participating in political marches or 
demonstrations. The Royal Navy and Royal Air Force will also use suitable 
opportunities to reinforce these messages as appropriate, down to unit level. 
All service personnel are expected to abide by the values and standards of the 
British armed forces in all they do. All those who are found to fall short of these 
high standards or have committed an offence under the Armed Forces Act are 
dealt with administratively or through the disciplinary process. Ultimately, such 
action may result in dismissal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0
001.htm#130611102000052  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has received regarding access for tourists to the west bank. 
[158831] 

Alistair Burt: We have not received any representations regarding access for 
tourists to the west bank. However the Government continues to assess that 
Israeli restrictions on movement and access in the west bank and Gaza are the 
single biggest obstacle to trade and economic development. 
We continue to lobby the Israeli Government to ease restrictions on movement 
and access. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will raise with his counterpart in the Israeli government the importance of allowing 
tourism to Palestinian-controlled areas as a valuable source for economic growth in the 
area. [158832] 

Alistair Burt: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the west bank and East Jerusalem, and elsewhere in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have 
lobbied the appropriate authorities on the issue of movement and access. We 
continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel to 
ease restrictions on access. However, the Government continues to assess that 
Israeli restrictions on movement and access in Palestinian-controlled areas are 
the single biggest obstacle to trade and economic development. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0
002.htm#1306126000028  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
recent assessment her Department has made of the risks and benefits of funding 
projects in Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territory; [158758] 
(2) what recent discussions her Department has had on funding of development 
infrastructure in those parts of Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territory covered by 
Palestinian master plans with (a) other Government Departments, (b) international 
development ministers of other EU member states and (c) the European Commission. 
[158759] 

Mr Duncan: DFID is in frequent dialogue with both other Government 
Departments,  other donors,  and the European  Commission regarding funding of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0001.htm#130611102000052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0001.htm#130611102000052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0002.htm#1306126000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0002.htm#1306126000028
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development infrastructure in those parts of Area C of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories covered by Palestinian master plans. The topic has also been 
discussed in international fora such as the EU Foreign Affairs Council and the Ad 
Hoc Liaison Committee. 
DFID is currently considering the costs and benefits of additional assistance for 
vulnerable communities in Area C. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0
003.htm#1306126000036 
 

Syria 
Jim Sheridan: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment she has made of the work conducted by the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency in supporting (a) Palestinian refugees who have not been displaced as a 
result of the conflict in Syria and (b) newly-displaced Palestinian refugees from Syria. 
[158718] 

Justine Greening: Overall United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
continue to deliver high quality basic services to a growing refugee population. 
(a) A May 2013 annual review of our support to the UNRWA indicated that 
UNRWA is on track to deliver key results. 
(b) Funding for the Syria appeal remains critically low, but UNRWA has provided 
cash assistance to more than 215,000 refugees in 2013, as well as supplying food 
and relief packages, and maintaining regular education, health and social 
services. The UK is providing £5 million to UNRWA which will allow them to 
support 350,000 newly displaced Palestinian refugees from Syria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130611/text/130611w0
003.htm#1306126000038 
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

New project assessing strategy in charities 
The Charity Commission is calling on charities to take part in a new review project 
looking at strategy development and review in charities. 
The project … will involve 25 volunteer charities, each of which will receive a pro-bono 
strategy review from an Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 
member. All charities registered with the Charity Commission and with incomes of less 
than £5m are eligible to take part. 
Each review will examine trustees' approach to developing, implementing and reviewing 
their charity's strategy. Reviewers will conduct desk-based research, including reviews of 
the charity's business plan, and interview the trustees. ICAEW will collate the reviewers' 
findings and submit an anonymised report for the Charity Commission. 
The Commission says the project findings will provide a snap shot of charities' approach 
to strategy. This information will inform its regulatory approach and identify gaps in 
support for charities. …  Charities and ICAEW  members interested in volunteering for 
the project should visit the ICAEW website . 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk//news/new-project-assessing-strategy-in-
charities110613/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%
3A+CharityCommissionUpdates+%28Charity+Commission+updates%29 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/am029-a.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/am029-b.htm  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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