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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer of 17 December 2012, Official Report, column 573W, on Israel, if 
he will direct the British ambassador to make urgent representations to the Israeli 
Government regarding the Prawer Plan. [157900] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), visited Khan Al 
Ahmar, a Bedouin community located in the "El" area during his visit to the region 
on 23 to 24 May, where he heard from vulnerable Palestinian communities facing 
the threat of house demolitions and forced displacement. 
Our embassy is in regular contact with Bedouin leaders and activists and our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv has discussed the Prawer Plan with the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the Knesset. 

Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer of 17 December 2012, Official Report, column 573W, on Israel, 
what recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government to make clear the 
UK Government's concerns about forced evictions. [157901] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised our 
concerns over evictions and demolitions in East Jerusalem and the west bank 
with the Israeli authorities during his visit to the region on 23 to 24 May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0
003.htm#1306116000054  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to halt the transfer of population and demolition of 
Palestinian housing and infrastructure by the Israeli Government. [158190] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) raised our 
concerns over evictions and demolitions in East Jerusalem and the West Bank 
with the Israeli authorities during his visit to the region on 23-24 May. We will 
continue to press on these issues, together with key partners. 

Richard Burden:  To ask the  Secretary  of State for  Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0003.htm#1306116000054
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what reports he has received on how many Palestinian homes are currently at risk of 
demolition in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in (a) East Jerusalem, (b) Areas A and 
B and (c) Area C. [158533] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to my answer of 3 June 2013, Official 
Report, column 862W. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 3 June 2013, Official Report, columns 859-60W, on Occupied 
Territories, and with reference to the five International Peace and Cooperation Centre 
master plans approved in December 2012, what the scope of the period for public 
objection is; and whether objections can be made by (a) settlement residents, (b) 
settlement businesses and (c) only those legally resident under international law. 
[158858] 

Alistair Burt: Following the International Peace and Cooperation Centre’s 
submission of detailed planning proposals for new road networks, and new water 
and sanitation networks for the five planned Palestinian communities in Area C, 
the plans are currently awaiting approvals from the Israeli road and water 
departments. This is in preparation for the plans to be deposited for the 60 day 
period for public objections. We understand that settlement residents and 
settlement businesses are able to make objections during this period. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 21 May 2013, Official Report, columns 679-80W, on 
Palestinians, what assessment his Department has made of the risk of the Government 
aiding and abetting breaches of international law by Israel in Area C through funding of 
master plans which amount to de facto recognition of the Wall and settlements. [158923] 

Alistair Burt: The UK position on settlements and the separation barrier is clear. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. If Israel wished to build the barrier, 
it should have been built on the 1967 border—and where it is constructed on the 
Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal under international law. We do not 
consider that supporting the development of masterplans for Palestinian 
communities constitutes de facto recognition of either settlements or the barrier. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0
003.htm#1306116000056 
 

The answer referred to above by Alistair Burt (3 June) can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415001713  
 

The first answer referred to above by Richard Burden (3 June) can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415001698 
 

The second answer referred to above by Richard Burden (21 May) can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0
002.htm#13052197000087  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) which 
projects her Department funds in Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territory; [158755] 
(2) what support her Department is giving to Palestinians living in Area C of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. [158757] 

Mr Duncan: A number of our projects benefit those living in Area C. We support 
the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide free legal support and advice to 
vulnerable families and communities at risk of displacement. We also support the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to provide essential services to Palestinians 
living in the west bank and East  Jerusalem. In 2009-10,  we provided £1 million to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0003.htm#1306116000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0003.htm#1306116000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001713
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001713
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001698
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415001698
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000087
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provide emergency aid to Palestinians in the OPTs. Through our new Palestinian 
Market Development Programme (PMDP) we will aim to strengthen the 
competitiveness of the Palestinian private sector, including those companies able 
to work in Area C. 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment her Department has made of the relative poverty of Palestinians living in (a) 
Area C, (b) Areas B and A and (c) East Jerusalem. [158756] 

Mr Duncan: The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) does not 
produce separate poverty data for areas A, B and C in its annual reporting. 
However, reports from other sources, including the World Bank, NGOs and the 
UN, have repeatedly highlighted that poverty and living conditions in Area C and 
East Jerusalem are of particular concern. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0
002.htm#1306112000035  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with representatives of Israel on payments made to 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails in the last 12 months. [157897] 

Alistair Burt: The Palestinian Authority (PA) makes payments to meet the living 
expenses of prisoners in Israeli jails at the request of the Israeli authorities. These 
payments are managed by an Israeli company. Separately, the PA makes social 
assistance payments to families of prisoners. 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Elkin raised the first issue with British officials in 
Tel Aviv on 28 May 2013 expressing concern as to whether payments are higher 
for prisoners serving longer sentences. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130610/text/130610w0
003.htm#1306116000058  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Security needs of Jewish communities in OSCE region focus of conference in 
Berlin 
Representatives of governments from some 20 OSCE participating States, civil society 
and Jewish communities will meet in Berlin on Thursday, 13 June for an expert 
conference on the security needs of Jewish communities in the OSCE region. 
The conference … will focus on the main security challenges Jewish communities face in 
the OSCE region, the implementation of OSCE commitments on combating anti-
Semitism, and good practices of co-operation between state authorities and Jewish 
communities in bringing this about. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/102542  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Summary of changes made at Stage 2 
http://www.assemblywales.org/13-040.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html 
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