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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have access to reports 
produced by the Temporary International Presence in Hebron since 1997; and what 
assessment they have made of whether the Israeli authorities have adopted any of the 
recommendations, and, if so, which.[HL384] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
officials in Tel Aviv receive weekly Temporary International Presence in Hebron 
reports and have not made an assessment of the implementations of the 
recommendations. However, we continue to press the Israeli authorities to comply 
with their obligations under international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130604w0001.htm#130
60482000534  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel following the decision of that country's Supreme Court to allow 
Israeli companies to exploit stone quarries in the West Bank, especially about the 
implications of that decision for international law.[HL386] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv have not raised this specific case but we 
continue to press the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under 
international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130604w0001.htm#130
60482000535  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

The Queen’s Birthday Party Weizmann Institute 
The Ambassador's Toast Originally given at Rehovot, Israel. 
… cooperation between Britain and Israel in science is a model for how our relationship 
should  be.  We  both  understand  that  mankind’s  future  rests  on  the  nobility  of great  
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science. And both our countries are scientific superpowers. We both have 
disproportionate numbers of world-class universities, laboratories and scientists. We both 
win disproportionate numbers of Nobel prizes. We can do more together than we can 
apart. And by working together in science, we can benefit all of humanity. 
This is why the first thing British Foreign Secretary William Hague did when he came to 
Israel ten days ago was to sign an agreement with Israel on collaboration in science. … 
In the past year we have made great strides in building a partnership in tech; we have 
continued to grow the level of trade between us, making Britain Israel’s biggest export 
market in the world outside of the US; we have built an even stronger security 
relationship, not least in working together against the threat from Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions. 
In the past year we have not made the progress towards peace with the Palestinians that 
we all would have wanted to see. Britain will do everything it can to support the efforts of 
Secretary Kerry to turn this around. For, as you have said Mr President, peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians is “urgent, necessary, crucial and possible”. 
Our countries do not always agree on everything. Our disagreement on settlements, for 
example, is well known. But we disagree as friends. And we will stand alongside Israel as 
a friend. 
And as we stand in the grounds of one of Israel’s great universities, let me say this, 
clearly and unambiguously. The British Government opposes boycotts of Israel. They do 
nothing to build understanding. They put up walls, when we should be tearing them 
down. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-queens-birthday-party-weizmann-institute-
3-june-2013  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130604-
0001.htm#13060477001047  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
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Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html 
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