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Home Affairs 

DEFRA 

Summary of Responses to the Consultation on the Welfare of Animals at the Time 
of Killing from 13 September 2012 to 24 October 2012  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/203563/su
m-resp-animal-welfare-time-killing-20130529.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Proposed Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill 
Marco Biagi: To ask the Scottish Government when it will introduce the proposed 
marriage and civil partnership (Scotland) bill. (S4T-00369) 

The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing (Alex Neil): As the First 
Minister set out in the programme for government on 4 September 2012, we will 
introduce the marriage and civil partnership (Scotland) bill within the 2012-13 
parliamentary year, so the bill will be introduced before the forthcoming summer 
recess. 

Marco Biagi: I thank the cabinet secretary for that answer, because the proposed bill 
offers equality not just for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, but for those 
diverse faiths that sincerely believe in same-sex marriage and which are currently 
prevented from holding such ceremonies. However, I recognise that, just as those faiths 
wish to perform same-sex marriage, many others do not or are divided on the issue. 
What progress has been made on ensuring that the necessary changes are made to the 
United Kingdom Equality Act 2010 to safeguard the right of each religion to govern its 
own internal affairs on this matter? 

Alex Neil: We have made substantial progress in co-operation with Maria Miller, 
the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, who is responsible for such 
matters in the UK Government. When the marriage and civil partnership 
(Scotland) bill is published, I hope to be in a position to confirm the details of the 
amendments that will be made to the UK Equality Act 2010 in respect of the 
Scottish bill. 

Marco Biagi: The cabinet secretary will be aware of the claims that Maria Miller has 
made about the cost and timescales for equalising civil partnership. A key aim of the 
equal marriage  campaign in  Scotland  has  been to secure mixed-sex civil partnerships,  
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and I would be deeply uncomfortable about LGBT people continuing to be singled out by 
legislation that emphasises our difference. What consideration has the cabinet secretary 
given to that issue? Will he order a review or other work to be done to assess the 
potential impact, should the Parliament express that its wish is to open up civil 
partnerships to mixed-sex couples? 

Alex Neil: As the member will be aware, Maria Miller has ordered a review—
indeed, she has built it into the legislation on same-sex marriage down south. As 
well as covering devolved matters in respect of England, that review will cover 
reserved matters such as pensions. I am giving consideration to how we should 
address the issue, and I hope to make an announcement to Parliament fairly 
soon. 

Drew Smith: Following last week’s vote in the House of Commons, Stonewall Scotland 
called on us members of the Scottish Parliament to “get on with it” in relation to 
equal marriage in Scotland, so I very much welcome the cabinet secretary’s confirmation 
that a bill will be introduced before the summer recess. While the progress of that bill will 
be a matter for the Parliament and the Presiding Officers, could the cabinet secretary 
indicate whether, under the timetable that he has in mind, he envisages that the first 
marriages that take place under the bill’s provisions will do so before or after the 
September 2014 referendum? 

Alex Neil: I am thinking about the principles of the bill rather than the referendum. 
After our extensive consultation, we have given a commitment to introduce the bill 
as quickly as possible, which is what we are doing. It will be up to the relevant 
committee and the Parliamentary Bureau to timetable the bill, but I hope that the 
timetabling will be such that we see the bill become law sooner rather than later. 

Dave Thompson: Marriage is different from civil partnership. I do not believe that this is 
an equality issue, as civil partnerships provide nearly all the legal rights and obligations 
of marriage and can easily be adjusted to make the two the same. In the light of the 
concerns about religious freedom, will the cabinet secretary confirm that the civil liberty 
and religious freedom of people of faith will be safeguarded not in regulation but on the 
face of the bill? 

Alex Neil: The main protections with regard to what the member refers to will be 
in amendments to the Equality Act 2010, because much of that relates to reserved 
matters rather than devolved matters, and reserved matters cannot be dealt with 
in a bill on devolved matters. However, I think that the key point on which the 
member will want reassurance is that the civil rights of those who do not wish to 
carry out a same-sex marriage will be fully protected. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8173&mode=htm
l#iob_74153 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets Prime Minister Netanyahu in Israel 
Foreign Secretary William Hague yesterday held meetings in Israel as part of a regional 
visit that included Jordan and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  … William Hague 
said: … During meetings yesterday, including with Prime Minister Netanyahu, I reiterated 
the UK’s strong support for Secretary Kerry’s efforts to re-launch the peace process and I 
welcomed Prime Minister Netanyahu’s commitment to a two-state solution. The UK’s 
position is well known, we want to see a two-state solution, with a secure and universally 
recognised Israel living alongside a viable State of Palestine, with Jerusalem as a shared  
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capital. We stand ready to assist in any way we can to help make progress to this end. 
The UK and Israel are close friends and allies and I attach great importance to our 
bilateral relationship. Our collaboration on hi-tech and science is second to none and 
today we affirmed the UK and Israel’s cooperation on security issues, including Iran. As a 
friend and ally, Britain is fully committed to Israel’s security needs. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-prime-minister-netanyahu-
in-israel  
 
 

European Commission 

European Commission and CERN support major research facility in the Middle 
East 
The European Commission and CERN have today agreed to support the construction of 
SESAME, one of the most ambitious research facilities in the Middle East. SESAME is a 
so-called synchrotron light source … [that] will allow researchers from the region to 
investigate the properties of advanced materials, biological processes and cultural 
artefacts. SESAME is a unique joint venture based in Jordan that brings together 
scientists from its members Bahrain, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Pakistan, the 
Palestinian Authority and Turkey. Alongside its scientific aims, the project aims to 
promote peace in the region through scientific cooperation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-468_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

United Nations 

Social, economic situation of Palestine refugee Bedouins is ‘nonviable,’ UN reports 
The transfer of Palestine Bedouin families to an urban location has deprived them of 
social cohesion and is destroying their traditional economic base, according to a, 
unprecedented United Nations-backed study released today. … 
It analyzes the transfer against their will of 150 Palestine refugee Bedouin families to Al 
Jabal village starting in 1997 to expand the Israeli Ma’ale Adummim settlement outside of 
Jerusalem, stating that their situation has become socially and economically “nonviable.” 
The launch of the study comes as Israeli authorities plan to relocate all remaining rural 
refugee Bedouin communities from the areas around Jerusalem to a second location, 
UNRWA says in a news release. … 
… authors contend that the type of urban planning developed by the Israeli authorities for 
Al Jabal is “not an appropriate solution.” … [and] stressed that the allocation of a small 
parcel for each family and the connection to minimal infrastructure “can lead to significant 
harm to human rights.” 
In addition, the joint study notes that Al Jabal is located next to the largest rubbish dump 
in the West Bank where 700 tonnes of waste are disposed of daily. The waste creates 
“high levels of toxic gases which pose an immediate health threat to residents, but also 
cause internal and surface combustion” which can lead to explosions, fires and other 
safety hazards. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45018&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UaY6sWSw
Cnk  
 
Al Jabal: a study on the transfer of Bedouin Palestine refugees 
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/201305293270.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

 4th International Conference of the Global Forum for 
Combating Antisemitism 

Statement from the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the Minister for 
Jerusalem and Diaspora Affairs 
… Antisemitism has taken many different forms in the course of its long history. While old 
Antisemitism still exists, new forms of Antisemitism are manifesting themselves in recent 
years putting into use new technology and modern media to spread an ancient hate. 
Increasingly anti-Israeli tendencies and activities are inseparable from Antisemitism, with 
Israel being attacked as the new collective Jew, while Iran develops military nuclear 
capabilities and her leaders deny the Holocaust and threaten Israel with destruction. … 
Antisemitism, xenophobia and racism are maladies with which the free world must deal 
and that must be placed high on the international agenda. Not all is bleak: we recognize 
and appreciate the many world leaders, religious leaders and NGO’s who act and speak 
up publicly against Antisemitism, enact laws to help fight it, and help educate towards 
tolerance and understanding. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutTheMinistry/Events/Documents/antisem-
cohostswelcome.pdf  
 

Working Groups Mission Statements 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutTheMinistry/Events/Documents/WGMissionStatements.pdf 
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Indicators: A Guide to Measurement and Implementation 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Human_rights_indicators_en.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
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Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
** closes in 12 days 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
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