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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Slaughterhouses: Animal Welfare 
Sir James Paice: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what steps he is taking to improve the welfare of animals slaughtered without stunning. 
[156020] 

Mr Heath: The Government would prefer to see all animals stunned before 
slaughter but recognises the right of members of religious communities to eat 
meat prepared in accordance with their religious beliefs. The Government has 
therefore confirmed that it does not intend to ban religious slaughter without 
stunning at this stage. Nonetheless, it intends to continue discussions on possible 
further improvements in animal welfare with members of the Jewish and Muslim 
communities once the new EU Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing has been implemented. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0
002.htm#13052197000112  
 
 

Home Office 

Criminal records checks for overseas applicants: Who can apply, how to apply, 
contact details 
Countries A to F    
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194195/Co
untries_A_to_F_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf 
 

Countries G to P    
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194196/Co
untries_G_to_P_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf 
 

Countries Q to Z    
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194197/Co
untries_Q_to_Z_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000112
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000112
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194195/Countries_A_to_F_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194195/Countries_A_to_F_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194196/Countries_G_to_P_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194196/Countries_G_to_P_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194197/Countries_Q_to_Z_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194197/Countries_Q_to_Z_Application_processes_for_foreign_national_criminality_information.pdf
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Scottish Parliament Questions 

Death Certification 
Richard Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to modify the new 
death certification process following the recent pilot exercise. (S4W-14766)  

Michael Matheson: Rather than recommend modifications to the overall process, 
the test site evaluation highlighted a number of practical issues that could be 
addressed prior to national implementation in order to make the agreed process 
run more smoothly.  
These issues were mainly related to improving the content and transfer of any 
required data at different points in the process. They were subsequently 
discussed by the collective stakeholders who comprise the Death Certification 
National Advisory Group.  
A small panel of key implementation bodies has been established, and work is 
progressing to address the points raised in advance of the planned national 
implementation date of April 2014.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14766&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
Richard Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government whether issues regarding recording 
ethnicity were identified in the pilot exercise for the new death certification 
process. (S4W-14769)  

Michael Matheson: Ethnicity is not recorded on the Medical Certificate of Cause 
of Death (Form 11) and therefore did not form any part of the test sites or their 
evaluation.  
Since 1 January 2012, however, the ethnic group of a deceased person has been 
recorded as part of the subsequent death registration process, with the consent of 
the informant.  
Over the first six months of 2012, 96.4% of informants provided this information, 
as publicised at the Ethnic and Health Research Conference in Edinburgh in 
November 2012.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14769&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
Richard Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government whether any of the concerns that 
were raised in evidence to the Health and Sport Committee in session 3 by (a) religious 
groups and (b) other organisations when considering the Certification of Death (Scotland) 
Bill were subsequently proved correct and, if so, whether these have been 
resolved. (S4W-14771)  

Michael Matheson: Since the passing of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 
2011 at the beginning of Session 4, we have established the Death Certification 
National Advisory Group, which includes representation from all key organisations 
with an interest in this work. The group has been instrumental in ensuring that any 
issues such organisations may have can be discussed and resolved. The process 
has led to a continual refinement of the new process over the implementation 
development period.  
A concern that was raised early in session 3 related to the possibility of the new 
review procedures causing significant delay to funerals. The Act therefore 
contains provisions which allow for an ‘expedited procedure’, whereby reviews 
can be conducted in parallel with the registration process in certain 
circumstances. We have now progressed to ensuring that this expedited 
procedure will be applied consistently across the country. The Death Certification 
National Advisory Group, which includes representation from both the Muslim 
Council  of  Scotland   and  the  Scottish   Council  of   Jewish   Communities,  has  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14766&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14766&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14769&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14769&ResultsPerPage=10
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discussed this matter on more than one occasion. As a result, we are confident 
that the required consistency will be achieved through Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland’s delivery model. This includes Medical Reviewers located regionally 
with opportunities for peer review, working to agreed guidance, and under the 
direct management of one national senior medical reviewer.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14771&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Graham Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what plans he has to intervene more directly to deal with cases of administrative 
detention in Israel. [156576] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about Israel's extensive use of administrative 
detention which, according to international law, should be used only when security 
makes this absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a 
preventive rather than a punitive measure. We have raised this with the Israeli 
authorities on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General 
and National Security Adviser levels. 
We will continue to do so until the issue is satisfactorily resolved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0
002.htm#13052197000087 
 

Palestinians 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he had with representatives of the Palestinian Authority on 
payments made to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons in the last 12 months. [156465] 

Alistair Burt: The Department for International Development continues to have 
regular discussions with the Palestinian Authority (PA) on this issue, and 
encourage the PA to ensure that payments to Palestinian prisoners and their 
families are transparent, needs-based and affordable. 
Most recently, the Minister of State, Department for International Development, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Rutland and Melton (Mr Duncan), discussed this 
issue with caretaker Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad during his visit to the 
region in April. The Head of the Department for International Development 
Palestinian Programme also met the PA Minister of Detainees to discuss this 
issue on May 7. 
The caretaker Palestinian Prime Minister has made clear, both in public and to 
British Government officials, that payments to prisoners in Israeli jails are made at 
the request of the Israeli Authorities to meet basic living conditions. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the proportion of the West Bank covered by agreed Israeli 
master plans. [156616] 

Alistair Burt: Of the West Bank, over 60% is Area C, exclusively controlled by 
Israel and including a significant part of the West Bank's agricultural and grazing 
land as well as being essential for the development of the main Palestinian 
population centres. Israeli-agreed master plans are not required for Areas A and 
B. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14771&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-14771&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000087
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Of Area C, less than 1% of Area C has been planned for Palestinian development 
by the Israeli Civil Administration. According to the United Nations, more than 
70% of the land in Area C has been allocated to Israeli settlements or the Israeli 
military and is unavailable for Palestinian use. 
Israeli planning permission is required for building any structures 20cm above or 
below ground in Area C. According to Israeli Government statistics, four of 444 
Palestinian applications for building permits were approved in 2010. Palestinian 
properties built without permission are susceptible to demolition by the Israeli 
authorities. 
In order to support development of Palestinian communities in Area C, the UK, 
together with others in the international community, have funded the development 
and submission of ‘masterplans’ for a number of Palestinian communities in Area 
C. It is important to note that these plans do not address agricultural or grazing 
land. 
There are currently 32 such masterplans progressing through the Israeli planning 
system and in December 2012, five of these were considered to have met the 
required technical standard by the Israeli Civil Administration. The 32 masterplans 
cover 0.38% of the West Bank or 0.6% of Area C. 
We continue to urge Israel to ease the restrictions in place in Area C and to fulfil 
its obligation under the Oslo agreement to transfer authority over Area C to the 
Palestinian authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0
002.htm#13052197000088  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel about Palestinians in the Occupied Territories having 
effective access to justice in seeking compensation for death, injury, and destruction of 
property. [HL234] 

The Senior Minister of  State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Ministers and our embassy in Tel Aviv have repeatedly raised our concerns with 
the Government of Israel about incidents of Palestinian deaths, injury and 
destruction of property, whether in the context of actions by the Israeli Defence 
Forces or by extremist settlers. We have also stressed the importance of bringing 
those responsible to justice and of the Israel security forces providing appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 
We are also supporting the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal 
assistance to Palestinians facing demolition or eviction to enable them to 
challenge these decisions in the Israeli Legal System. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#130
52174000611  

 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning reports that the Israeli military destroyed 
olive trees in Hebron in April. [HL237] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi):We 
have expressed our serious concerns to the Israeli authorities about a recent 
increase in the number of demolitions carried out, including the destruction of 
olive trees and Palestinian homes and infrastructure, in East Jerusalem and Area 
C. We view these demolitions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process; and as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/text/130521w0002.htm#13052197000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000611
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000611
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Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the health and environmental implications 
of sewage from the Barkan and Ariel settlements contaminating Salfit district in the West 
Bank. [HL238] 

Baroness Warsi: As well as being illegal under international law and having a 
severe, harmful impact on the prospects for negotiations, Israeli settlements have 
a negative impact on the daily lives of Palestinian people living nearby. Sewage 
from settlements affecting neighbouring villages is one particularly troubling 
problem amongst many, with the situation in Salfit a prime example. Officials from 
our embassy in Tel Aviv raised this with the Office of the Coordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 5 February. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#130
52174000612 
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning their investigation into the death of Hamid 
Abu Karim Dagga in Gaza.[HL33] 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Officials from our embassy 
in Tel Aviv have not made representations on this specific investigation, but regularly 
raise concerns about use by the Israeli Defence Force of live fire in both Gaza and the 
West Bank, as well as about the process for investigating such incidents. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#130
52174000601  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs/Development Foreign Affairs Councils 
… Middle East Peace Process 
This is the first discussion of MEPP since the February FAC, at which EU Ministers 
addressed the deteriorating prospects for a two-state solution, and the importance of 
engaging the US. This discussion will be an opportunity to agree the focus of EU policy 
and engagement on the MEPP for the coming months. The UK will focus on how the EU 
can contribute actively, alongside other regional and international partners, to efforts led 
by the United States to drive progress on the MEPP. This will include the incentives the 
EU could offer the parties to reach a negotiated solution. The UK will reiterate 
the importance of predictable, sufficient support for the PA and its institutions, as well as 
support for efforts to reinvigorate the Palestinian private sector. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/wmstext/13052
1m0001.htm#13052150000006  
 
 

United Nations 

Greater efforts, resources needed to improve health of Palestinian refugees 
Health programmes carried out by the United Nations agency tasked with assisting 
Palestinian refugees has helped to improve their lives, but greater efforts and more 
resources are needed to effectively tackle health challenges, particularly during times of 
conflict, says a new report. … 
UNRWA has been the main provider of primary health care for up to five million 
Palestinian refugees in the region for over 60 years. Over the past decades,  in Gaza, the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000612
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000612
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000601
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521w0001.htm#13052174000601
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/wmstext/130521m0001.htm#13052150000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/wmstext/130521m0001.htm#13052150000006
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West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, UNRWA has succeeded in reducing infant and 
maternal mortality and the spread of communicable diseases through its different health 
programmes. … 
To read the full press rlease see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44958&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UZz_0mSw
Cnk  
 
UNWRA Health Department Report 2012 
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/2013052094159.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Report Stage and Third Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/debtext/130521-
0002.htm#13052156000001  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521-
0003.htm#13052195000171  
 

Bill as brought from the Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/14029.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/en/14029en.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44958&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UZz_0mSwCnk
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44958&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UZz_0mSwCnk
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/2013052094159.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/debtext/130521-0002.htm#13052156000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130521/debtext/130521-0002.htm#13052156000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521-0003.htm#13052195000171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130521-0003.htm#13052195000171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/14029.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/en/14029en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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