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Home Affairs 

Queen’s Speech 

The Queen’s Speech 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130508-
0001.htm#13050834000162 
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Following a meeting with Jewish community representatives, the Church of Scotland has 
removed the report “The Inheritance of Abraham” from their website, and a joint 
statement has been issued. 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2013/13v_cos/cos_2.html  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Hezbollah 
col 251  Michael McCann: … The Hezbollah manifesto document produced in 1985 … 
declares that the organisation operates under one command structure and shares the 
same goals. It states: “No one can imagine the importance of our military potential as our 
military apparatus is not separate from our overall social fabric. …” Hezbollah does not 
have separate streams for its military and non-military work. The jihad council, the 
political council, the executive council and the judicial council all report to the Shura 
council, and there is again no operational or ideological distinction between those who 
pursue terror and those who do not. … 
… the Iranian-backed Hezbollah remains a clear and present danger to the people of 
Israel. While Israel faces the prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran committed to the 
destruction of the Jewish state, the Iranian regime’s clients lurk just over the border. 
Make no mistake about it:  Hezbollah is  committed to  continued  war against Israel. The  
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leader of Hezbollah, Hassan Nasrallah, is on the record as saying: “I am against any 
reconciliation with Israel. I do not even recognize the presence of a state that is called 
‘Israel.’ I consider its presence both unjust and unlawful. That is why if Lebanon 
concludes a peace agreement with Israel and brings that accord to the Parliament our 
deputies will reject it; Hezbollah refuses any conciliation with Israel in principle.” … 
I would be grateful if the Minister updated the House on the Government’s view on 
proscribing the whole of Hezbollah, as recent developments in Lebanon and Syria 
appear to have undermined the Government’s argument that has sought to separate out 
Hezbollah’s military wing from its political operations. I urge the Government to extend 
the UK’s proscription of Hezbollah’s military wing to the whole organisation, and I would 
go further. With cracks beginning to show in French and German opposition to 
proscription, now is the time for the Government to use the cross-party consensus and 
make the case for tough EU action. …  

 

col 255  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): … From the outset, resistance to Israel has 
been an important part of Hezbollah’s raison d’être. …  
… it is difficult to say that Hezbollah is simply an Iranian proxy. Hezbollah’s leaders do 
not act solely at Iran’s behest and they tend to factor in domestic considerations …  
In response … to the murderous terrorist attack at Burgas airport, and in light of the 
disrupted plot in Cyprus, we are calling for Europe to deliver a robust response. We firmly 
believe that an appropriate EU response would be to designate Hezbollah’s military wing 
as a terrorist organisation. … At present the United Kingdom is still persuaded that the 
military and political wings of Hezbollah are organisationally distinct. …  
I confirm for clarity that we recognise the grave concerns regarding Hezbollah and 
Iranian-supported terrorist groups and we are taking what action we can accordingly. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130509/debtext/13050
9-0004.htm#13050920000001  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (48) Israeli attacks on Burin – That this House condemns the 
repeated attacks by Israeli forces on the Bilal Al Najjar cultural and community centre in 
the village of Burin, outside Nablus on the occupied West Bank; notes that the centre has 
come under extreme levels of intimidation since its inception, with volunteers continually 
arrested and property destroyed; protests about the most serious instance of vandalism 
by Israeli Defence Force soldiers on 11 April 2013 when every piece of equipment, 
including computers, desks and artworks, was destroyed; and demands that the 
Government bring what pressure it can on the Israeli government both to restrain its 
soldiers and to immediately recompense the villagers for their loss. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/48  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Vienna meeting highlights role of inter-religious dialogue in promoting freedom of 
religion or belief 
Dialogue between religious communities and their leaders is essential for promoting 
religious freedom and combating intolerance and discrimination, stressed participants of 
a  roundtable  meeting  in  Vienna  today. …  Floriane  Hohenberg,  the Head of ODIHR’s  
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 Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department, said that religious leaders should show 
solidarity with members of other religious communities when hate crimes occur. 
"Together, they can send a message to the perpetrators: we recognize and value the 
religious diversity of our community, and we will not stand for violence against people or 
property because of their religion or belief." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/cio/101284  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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