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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of (a) lawful and (b) unlawful refusals of 
Palestinian requests for building permits and master plans in the West Bank since 29 
July 2013; and if he will make a statement. [168069] 

Alistair Burt: We have received no reports on the number of Palestinian requests 
for building permits and master plans in the West Bank that have been refused 
since 29 July 2013. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many new housing units have been(a) announced and (b) approved in settlements 
in East Jerusalem and the Occupied Palestinian State since 29 July 2013; how many 
new housing units have been built in that time; how many Palestinian homes and other 
buildings have been demolished; how many Palestinians have been evicted; how many 
Palestinians had their East Jerusalem residency permit revoked; how many olive trees 
have been destroyed or vandalised; and how many Palestinians have been forcibly 
transferred out of Area C. [168072] 

Alistair Burt: As details are not held in the form requested, this information could 
be obtained only at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130909/text/130909w0
001.htm#13090940000017  
 

Middle East 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the effect on the revised Israeli-Palestinian dialogue of 
the growing insurgency in the Sinai peninsula and increased restrictions on the Egyptian 
border with the Gaza Strip. [167722] 

Alistair Burt: We do not assess that these events have had a significant impact 
on the current Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. However, the turbulence in the 
broader region only makes the need for progress on the Peace Process even 
more pressing. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
with reference to the Answer to Baroness Tonge of 30 July 2013, Official Report, House 
of Lords, column 294WA, on Palestine, what the source was of the figures given in that 
Answer for the  number of  Palestinian  civilians killed by  Israelis since 1 January 2012 in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130909/text/130909w0001.htm#13090940000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130909/text/130909w0001.htm#13090940000017
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incidents directly related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. [167891] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to my answer of 4 September 2013, Official 
Report, column 389W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130909/text/130909w0
001.htm#13090940000016  
 

To read the question referred to above see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000580  
 

To read the answer referred to above see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130904/text/130904w0
001.htm#1309053000056  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary and Palestinian President discuss peace process 
Palestinian President Abbas has begun a four day visit to the UK, starting with a meeting 
with the Foreign Secretary, William Hague. … 
The Foreign Secretary said: … President Abbas and I agreed on the urgency of 
achieving a negotiated peace, to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict once and for all. As 
Secretary Kerry has said, if we do not succeed now, we may not get another chance. 
I underlined to the President the UK’s long-standing position: that we support a 
negotiated agreement leading to a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and 
sovereign Palestinian state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with 
Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, and a just, fair and agreed solution for 
refugees. I reiterated our opposition to the building of settlements on occupied land. And 
I reiterated to President Abbas that Britain is ready to do all it can to support the 
Palestinians, Israelis and the United States to achieve this agreement and the lasting 
peace that the people of the region need and deserve. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-and-palestinian-president-
discuss-peace-process  
 
 

European Commission 

The EU announces assistance package for development in Palestine during Prime 
Minister Hamdallah's visit to Brussels 
The European Union has made available €52 million for development projects in 
Palestine to support economic and social development and institution-building measures 
foreseen by the Palestinian National Development Plan for 2011-2013. This funding, 
which was announced on the day that Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah is visiting 
Brussels for talks with the High Representative, will support private sector in creating 
new jobs, support the construction of the new Nablus East Water Treatment Plant, 
finance small capital investment projects in different municipalities and continue to help 
deliver community services in East Jerusalem. 
This is the final part of EU assistance to the Palestinian people in 2013 from the 
European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), bringing the total amount 
contributed from this instrument this year to €300 million. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-825_en.htm?locale=en  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union 
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0097/amend/pbc0971009m.689-695.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130909/debtext/130909-
0002.htm#13090914000001  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx   
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
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Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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