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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Fostering 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the relative effectiveness of transracial and same-race fostering of black and minority 
ethnic children; and what evidence has been used in any such assessment.[HL6115] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash): There 
has been no specific assessment made of the relative effectiveness of transracial 
and same-race fostering of black and minority ethnic children. 
Children requiring foster care come from a wide range of backgrounds, and the 
Government are committed to encouraging people from all backgrounds and 
walks of life to come forward to foster children, whatever their ethnic background. 
When placing a child in foster care, the local authority must give due consideration 
to the child's religious persuasion, racial origin and cultural and linguistic 
background. These factors should be considered in the context of the full range of 
the child's needs, in order to determine the most appropriate placement to 
safeguard and promote the child's welfare. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#130
42232001092 
 

Charities 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 
consulted the Charity Commission to ensure that organisations, including religious ones, 
that have a political agenda do not qualify for charitable status.[HL6337] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: To be a charity, an organisation must have exclusively 
charitable purposes for the public benefit. No organisation with a political purpose 
can be a charity as a matter of law. Charities can undertake political activities that 
support their charitable purposes where the trustees consider it to be an effective 
use of the charity's resources. Charities must not engage in party politics or 
support political parties or candidates. It is for the Charity Commission, as 
independent regulator, to intervene where a charity breaches these rules. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#130
42232001064  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#13042232001092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#13042232001092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#13042232001064
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#13042232001064


 2

 

 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Rushanara Ali: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on (a) ensuring that children in 
military detention who are prosecuted for alleged offences in Israel are treated in 
accordance with international juvenile justice standards and (b) preventing the ill-
treatment of children in military detention by military officials. [151555] 

Alistair Burt: In November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right hon. and learned 
Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve) discussed the issue of child 
prisoners with the Israeli Attorney-General Yehuda Weinstein and other senior 
interlocuters. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British legal 
experts on the subject. 
In the meantime we have welcomed some small steps taken by the Israeli 
authorities. These include a recent Israeli military order which reduces the length 
of time children can be held in pre-trial detention and an announcement in 
December by the Israeli State Attorney reducing, from April, the period a 
Palestinian minor falling under the jurisdiction of the West Bank military court 
system can be held before being brought before a judge. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
which Israeli water companies participated in the UK Israel Tech Hub mission to the UK 
in April 2013; and what the main objectives of the mission were. [152428] 

Alistair Burt: The UK Israel Tech Hub issued a press release on 5 March listing 
the participating Israeli companies:  
http://www.post.com/Sci-Tech/Article.aspx?id=305353  
The main objectives of the mission were: 
To help British infrastructure companies gain a competitive advantage by 
identifying water technology solutions from Israel to integrate into their UK and 
global projects; to position the UK as a destination of choice for Israeli companies 
and encourage partnerships and inward investment to the UK. 
Water technology is one of the priority sectors of the UK Israel Tech Hub, a team 
based at the British embassy in Israel tasked with building technology 
partnerships between the two countries. The economic logic of a UK—Israel 
partnership in water is compelling. Israeli water technology can reach new 
markets by partnering with leading British companies who have expertise in 
delivering major infrastructure projects worldwide. And those British companies 
can gain a global competitive advantage from partnering with Israeli water 
companies who have world-beating expertise in overcoming water scarcity 
through innovation. 
The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across the Middle 
East is of great concern to us. These resources are limited and therefore require 
the effective co-operation from all parties to manage them in such a manner that 
ensures there will be enough for all. 
Although this issue transcends the Arab-Israeli conflict, it is essential that Israel 
and the Palestinians discuss this issue and ensure that there is a just solution on 
shared water resources as part of any final status agreement. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
which UK businesses participated with the visiting UK Israel Tech Hub mission in (a) 
discussions on global water market opportunities and (b) the workshop in pursuit of joint 
projects in British municipal and industrial markets; and what advice his Department gave 
to UK participants on the potential risks of (i) investing in and (ii) entering into 
partnerships with businesses that have invested in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
[152514] 

 

http://www.post.com/Sci-Tech/Article.aspx?id=305353
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Alistair Burt: A number of British businesses engaged with the visiting UK Israel 
Tech Hub mission, including at the World Water-Tech Investment Summit. In 
addition, the mission attended a day with the Arup Group Limited and a workshop 
together with British water professionals. 
UK participants received business information about all participants of the mission 
and the organisers. No advice was given to UK participants regarding the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
In response to any queries from British companies, we make clear our position on 
the illegality of Israeli settlements under international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0
003.htm#13042252000045  
 

Palestinians 
Rushanara Ali: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the effects of the economic restrictions imposed 
by the Israeli Government on the (a) competitiveness of the Palestinian economy, (b) 
productivity of the Palestinian agricultural and manufacturing sectors, (c) employability of 
the Palestinian workforce and (d) share of exports in the Palestinian economy. [151554] 

Alistair Burt: The Government continues to assess that Israeli restrictions on 
movement and access in the West Bank and Gaza are the single biggest obstacle 
to trade and economic development, and hence one of the most important causes 
of the current financial difficulties of the Palestinian Authority. This is in line with 
the assessment of the World Bank's Economic Monitoring Report to the Ad Hoc 
Liaison Committee (AHLC) on 19 March 2013. An easing of these restrictions is 
vital for the Palestinian economy to flourish. As the International Monetary Fund's 
report to the AHLC noted, the failure to make more progress in reducing 
restrictions has led to a rise in unemployment (up to 22.9% in the last quarter of 
2012 from 21.0% during the same period in 2011), a decline in public services 
and the halving of growth in the West Bank and Gaza (from 12.2% in 2011 to 
6.0% in 2012). Exports of goods are 7% of gross domestic product—among the 
lowest in the world. 
The result is harm to the long-term competitiveness of the Palestinian economy. 
We continue to lobby the Israeli Government to ease its restrictions on movement 
and access. We want to see increased movement of goods between the West 
Bank, Gaza, Israel and beyond. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0
003.htm#13042252000050  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the reported spraying of foul smelling liquid 
known as "skunk" on residents and homes in the village of Nabi Saleh by the Israeli 
Defence Staff.[HL6528] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have repeatedly raised concerns regarding Israeli handling of non-violent protest 
in Nabi Saleh, as in other areas of the West Bank, and will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0002.htm#130
42232001106  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the adequacy of materials for repair of water and sewage infrastructure currently being 
allowed to enter Gaza.[HL6358] 

Baroness Northover:  A recent report from the UN Office for the Co-ordination of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0003.htm#13042252000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0003.htm#13042252000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0003.htm#13042252000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/text/130422w0003.htm#13042252000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0002.htm#13042232001106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0002.htm#13042232001106
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Humanitarian Affairs highlighted that the quality of infrastructure and vital services 
in Gaza, including in the areas of water and sanitation, have significantly declined 
as a result of import restrictions and rapid population growth. 
UK officials regularly discuss the issue of access to water with Israeli counterparts, 
and call on Israel to allow entry of essential items on the dual-use list to allow for 
rehabilitation of the water network in Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of incursions into and attacks on the people of Gaza by Israel since the 
ceasefire following Operation Pillar of Cloud. [HL6526] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have made clear to Israel our long-standing concerns about the manner in which 
the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) polices the buffer zone between Israel and Gaza. 
In the context of recent cases of Palestinian civilians killed by the IDF in both 
Gaza and the West Bank, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have reiterated 
our concerns over the IDF's use of live ammunition with both the Israeli Ministry of 
Defence and National Security   ��22 Apr 2013 : Column WA375��national 
security adviser, Sir Kim Darroch, in his meetings with the Israeli authorities 
during his visit on 26-28 February. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of rockets fired into Southern Israel from Gaza since the ceasefire 
following Operation Pillar of Cloud.[HL6527] 

Baroness Warsi: We received reports from our embassy in Tel Aviv and our 
consulate-general in Jerusalem about rockets being fired on 26 February from 
Gaza into Israel, for the first time since the ceasefire agreement was reached on 
21 November 2012. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire, Mr Burt, released a Statement on 27 February condemning the 
rocket fire and calling on both parties to respect in full their obligations under the 
ceasefire agreement. We have also received reports that on 21 March and 3 April 
rockets were fired from Gaza into Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130422w0001.htm#130
42232001094  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
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** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  

 

House of Commons consideration of House of Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/debtext/130422-
0002.htm#13042238000001  
 

Motion to be moved on Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0098/amend/am098-a.1-
4.html  
  
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Lords insistence and reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0163/13163.1-2.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/debtext/130422-0002.htm#13042238000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130422/debtext/130422-0002.htm#13042238000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0098/amend/am098-a.1-4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0098/amend/am098-a.1-4.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0163/13163.1-2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
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FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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