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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Change to ministerial remit    
Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport, Shona Robison will take on ministerial 
responsibility for equality. Cabinet responsibility will remain with Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Wellbeing, Alex Neil. 
Shona Robison, Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport said: “Scotland is a nation 
that aspires to be equal and tackle discrimination to create a vibrant, inclusive and 
prosperous country. “To achieve this we must consider the impact of all areas of our 
work on race, gender, gender identity, disability, religion, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, and age equality. … 
Rosanna Cunningham, Minister for Community Safety & Legal Affairs, will continue to 
have responsibility for religion, John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Employment & Sustainable Growth, will still lead on equality aspect of the budget and Mr 
Neil will retain portfolio responsibility for the same sex marriage legislation. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/04/ministerial-remit17042013  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-06242 Kenneth Gibson: Commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising—That the Parliament notes that 19 April 2013 marks the 70th 
anniversary of the launch of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising; understands that the uprising 
began, under the leadership of 23-year-old Mordecai Anielewicz when the Jewish Combat 
Organisation and other starving and lightly armed groups in the ghetto attacked German 
forces who sought to round up the surviving Jewish inhabitants for deportation to Nazi 
death camps, to which 300,000 Warsaw Jews had already been sent; considers it 
remarkable that resistance fighters were able to hold off the well-trained and heavily armed 
German soldiers for 28 days despite the former’s reliance on homemade explosives, 
pistols and  other small arms smuggled into the ghetto and the overwhelming might of their  
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opponents, who used aircraft, artillery, flamethrowers and poison gas against them; regrets 
that after the uprising the ghetto was burned to the ground and the 56,885 surviving 
Warsaw Jews either murdered immediately or sent to Treblinka extermination camp, 
where almost all were murdered on arrival; understands that the Museum of the History of 
Polish Jews, which is located on the site of the former Warsaw ghetto, commemorated the 
uprising earlier this month and that many other commemorative events are taking place 
throughout the world, and hopes that the courage and heroism shown by the Jewish 
resistance fighters in the face of genocidal oppression will not be forgotten. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advanc
e&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-06242&ResultsPerPage=10   
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns rocket attack on Israel 
Commenting on reports that rockets had struck the Red Sea town of Eilat, in southern 
Israel, FCO Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt said: “I am deeply concerned by 
reports of rocket fire into Eilat in Israel this morning. People have a right to live free from 
terror. Those responsible should be brought to justice.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-rocket-attack-on-
israel  
 
 

STUC Congress 

The following Motions, presented at the STUC Congress, were all carried: 
 
98. FBU Palestinian Project 
“That this Congress notes the ongoing efforts of the Fire Brigades Union to provide 
practical training for the Fire and Rescue Service within Palestine. 
“Congress welcomes the support of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service in facilitating 
officers of the Palestinian Authority and Civil Defence Department as they receive 
training in developing skills and training for their humanitarian role. 
“Congress calls on the STUC General Council to continue its support for this project and 
to encourage the Scottish Government to continue its practical support, with a view to 
further developing the links between Palestine and Scotland.” 
Mover: Fire Brigades Union 
 
99. Illegal Israeli Settlement of Palestinian Land 
“That this Congress welcomes the historic vote at the UN to recognise Palestine as a 
State with observer status. It was disappointing that the UK Government abstained on 
this issue. 
“Congress condemns the reaction of the Israeli Government to the vote. The Israeli 
Government has authorised the construction of housing units and other buildings on the 
‘E1’ zone to the north east of Jerusalem. The ‘E1’ zone is Palestinian land and the 
construction is illegal under international law, as is all settlement building within the West 
Bank. Palestinians living within the zone would be forcibly evicted. The annexation of ‘E1’ 
by Israel, implemented by the Israeli Defence Force, will have the effect of completely 
isolating Palestinian East Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank and dividing the 
West Bank into two parts, which would make a unified Palestinian state unfeasible. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-06242&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-06242&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-rocket-attack-on-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-rocket-attack-on-israel
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“Congress recognises that the completion of the annexation will prevent a two state 
solution as advocated by the international community, and end the possibility of a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict. 
“Congress calls on the UK Government and the Scottish Government to implement 
sanctions against Israel with the objective of reversing the illegal annexation of ‘E1’, and 
encourage affiliated unions to support the call of Palestinian civil society for Boycott, 
Disinvestment and Sanctions against Israel.” 
Mover: Edinburgh TUC 
 
100. G4S 
“That this Congress notes that the ‘World Social Forum – Free Palestine’ agreed to make 
the next annual Palestinian Prisoners' Day, April 17th 2013, a worldwide day of action 
against security company G4S. In Occupied Palestine, G4S is involved in human rights 
abuses and violations of international law through the services it provides to the Israeli 
Occupation Forces, including providing or operating: 

 equipment for Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank and Gaza;  
 security system of Ktziot prison, central control room of Megido prison, central 

control room for Ofer prison compound and security services to Damon prison, 
which are all facilities detaining �Palestinian political prisoners;  

 equipment for West Bank Israeli Police headquarters in the highly contested E1 
area; and  

 security services to businesses, including banks and supermarkets, in illegal West 
Bank settlements and in East Jerusalem.  

“Congress believes G4S's activities in the Israeli Prison Service constitute a breach of 
international law, including Articles 49 and 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, and that 
they are complicit in violations of the human rights of Palestinian prisoners, including 
children. 
“Congress notes that G4S in Norway was petitioned by trade unions and others, calling 
for it to cease activities complicit in the Israeli occupation of Palestine and mistreatment 
of Palestinians. 
“Congress therefore: 

 demands that G4S withdraws forthwith from all activities that contribute to Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem and to its denial of human 
rights to Palestinians;  

 calls on the General Council and the trade union movement in Scotland to raise 
these points, through every possible channel, with G4S;  

 resolves that until G4S concedes to these demands, it will be a target of the 
STUC’s policy of Boycott, Disinvestment and Sanctions;  

 calls on the Scottish Government to cancel G4S’s new contract for tagging of 
offenders; and  

 endorses the UK StopG4S Campaign.”  
Mover: Dundee TUC 
 
101. Palestine 
“That this Congress has a long history of support for the Palestinian struggle and has 
previously campaigned for economic, political and social pressure to be applied to the 
Israeli Government and world powers, to reach a peaceful and just two state solution for 
Palestine and Israel. 
“Congress notes that, following January 2013 elections, Israel maintains an ever tighter 
control of Gaza’s borders and is concerned that foodstuffs, building materials and 
medical supplies are subject to blockade, while large areas have been destroyed and 
families have been displaced and left homeless. Congress deeply regrets that 90% of 
Gaza’s water is now undrinkable and sanitation-related diseases are common, power 
supplies are unreliable and  industrial  businesses  are  unable  to  import  raw  materials,  
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while deepening levels of poverty means the majority of the population are now aid-
dependent. 
“Congress acknowledges that Foreign Office Minister, Alistair Burt MP, visited Gaza in 
2011 and saw the damage Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and people do to 
the economy and living standards of ordinary people. Congress is aware that UK 
Government policy states that negotiations are needed to ensure more open access to 
and from Gaza, and to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before the window for a two 
state solution closes. 
“Congress calls on the General Council to support a continual awareness-raising process 
on these issues, and endeavor to step-up its lobbying of the UK Government, to press for 
a complete lifting of the blockade and compliance with international law in Israel’s 
treatment of the Palestinian people.” 
Mover: Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers & Firemen 
 
102. Palestine 
“That this Congress re-endorses the international call for action against the Jewish 
National Fund and the STUC campaign to expose the role of the Jewish National Fund in 
the oppression of Palestinians. 
“Congress applauds the STUC’s history of support for the rights of the Palestinian people 
and the STUC’s support for the international campaign of Boycott, Disinvestment and 
Sanctions against Israel. 
“Congress calls on the General Council to make more use of the STUC website to 
expose the role of the Jewish National Fund, to campaign for Boycott, Disinvestment and 
Sanctions and to publicise the plight of the Palestinian people.” 
Mover: Midlothian TUC  
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/STUC%20Congress/2013/Final%20Agenda%20020413.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Persecution of Christians 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/halltext/130416
h0002.htm#13041636000001  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 

http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/STUC%20Congress/2013/Final%20Agenda%20020413.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/halltext/130416h0002.htm#13041636000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/halltext/130416h0002.htm#13041636000001
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
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Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-
0003.htm#13041655000001  
 

Proceedings on consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0139/pro1391604p.373-
374.html  
 

Commons disagreements and reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0096/20130096.pdf 
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-
0002.htm#13041638000004  
 

Commons disagreements, amendments to words so restored to the Bill and amendments 
in lieu 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0095/20130095.pdf  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
 

Welsh Assembly 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Stage 1 debate 
includes: 
17.29   Mark Drakeford (Health Minister): … Deemed consent donation will not go 
ahead in the absence of any family member. In deemed consent cases, the presence of 
the family is essential – both as a source of necessary information about the potential 
donor and in order to ensure that donation does not go ahead in the face of the 
deceased’s known objection to organ donation. That position will now be reflected on the 
face  of  the  Bill.  I  will  bring  forward  an  amendment,  at  Stage  Two,  in  response  to  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-0003.htm#13041655000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-0003.htm#13041655000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0139/pro1391604p.373-374.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0139/pro1391604p.373-374.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0096/20130096.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-0002.htm#13041638000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130416/debtext/130416-0002.htm#13041638000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0095/20130095.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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recommendations from both the Health and Social Care Committee and the 
Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee, which will provide a clear right of 
objection for family members, where they can confirm that a potential donor would not 
have wished donation to take place. … 
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/130416_plenary_bilingual.xml#75766  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
** FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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