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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

New official statistics show resurgence in volunteering as millions more give their 
time to help others 

 9 percentage point increase in regular volunteering 
 84% of people are satisfied with their local area 
 Nearly half of people want to be involved in local decision making 
 More people report a very strong sense of belonging to Britain 

New figures released today show a sharp rise in volunteering and that people are actively 
coming together to drive improvements in their communities … 
… the proportion of people volunteering at least once a year has now increased from 
65% in 2010-11 to 71% in 2012, with an even bigger increase in the proportion of people 
volunteering regularly. This equates to millions more people volunteering across the 
country showing that the cultural change is not limited to the 120,000 who volunteered to 
make the Olympics a success. Significantly, this reverses the steady decline in 
volunteering seen since 2005. 
The survey also reveals: 

 People are still giving generously to charity, with 74% making donations in 2012, 
compared with 72% in 2010. 

 55% reported a very strong sense of belonging to Britain, an increase from 51% in 
2010. 

 A strong sense of community spirit, with 79% of people reporting they belong 
strongly to their neighbourhood. 

 87% of people report that their local area is one where people from different 
backgrounds get along well together. 

 Nearly half of people want to be more involved in local decisions, a significant 
increase from 2010. 

Ministers believe that the figures are a vindication of their Big Society agenda to support 
people to get more involved in their communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/new-official-statistics-show-resurgence-
volunteering-millions-more-give-their-time-help-others 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/new-official-statistics-show-resurgence-volunteering-millions-more-give-their-time-help-others
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Ministry of Justice 

Coroners can now move inquests 
Coroners will be able to hold inquests at different locations in England and Wales 
following a law change put in place by Justice Minister Helen Grant. 
The change to the Coroners Act 1988 means coroners will no longer be restricted to 
holding inquests within their own district. Coroners will now be able to relocate an inquest 
if it is in the best interest of the bereaved family and others, such as witnesses. … Justice 
Minister Helen Grant said: "… We want to ensure inquests can happen without 
unnecessary delays so families can find closure. That is why I am granting coroners the 
power to move inquests – at their discretion - to the most suitable location. …"� 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/features/coroners-can-now-move-inquests 
 
 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Lord Justice Leveson Report – regulatory system for the press 
Draft Bill 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/RC_Draft_clauses_12_February_2013.pdf  

Draft operative provisions for a Royal Charter 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/RC_Draft_Royal_Charter_12_Februar
y_2013.pdf 

Information note on the draft Royal Charter 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/RC_Information_note_on_draft_Royal
_Charter_12_Feb_2013_.pdf  

Draft clauses on exemplary damages and costs 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/RC_Explanatory_note_on_draft_claus
es_12_Feb_2013.pdf  

 
 

Scotland Office 

Factual analysis promised as legal implications of Scottish independence made 
clear    
An independent Scotland would be regarded as a completely separate state under 
international law while the continuing UK would retain responsibility for all UK institutions, 
laws and treaties, according to an expert legal opinion published today. 
Professors James Crawford and Alan Boyle … [say] the overwhelming weight of legal 
opinion makes clear the UK would be regarded by the international community as the 
‘continuing state’. The legal opinion confirms that a vote for independence would make 
Scotland a ‘successor state’ and specifically rejects the proposition, advanced by 
Scotland’s First Minister, that Scotland and the UK would both be regarded as two new 
states following any vote for independence. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/factual-analysis-promised-as-legal-implications-of-
scottish-independence-made-clear 
 
Scotland analysis: Devolution and the implications of Scottish independence    
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/79417/Sco
tland_analysis_Devolution_and_the_implications_of_Scottish_Independan...__1_.pdf 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the peace process; and 
what topics were discussed. [142699] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has regular contacts with the Israeli authorities on 
the peace process at both ministerial and senior official level. Contacts cover both 
the need for a return to negotiations and related issues such as settlements, the 
unfreezing of planning in E1, the need to release Palestinian tax revenues and the 
situation in Gaza. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), discussed the peace 
process with the Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on 30 November and 
the Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak on 3 December. I also discussed the 
peace process with Deputy Foreign Minister Ayalon on 2 of January. Our 
ambassador to Israel has also discussed the peace process with a range of senior 
figures over this period. 

Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his Palestinian counterpart on the peace process; 
and what topics were discussed. [142700] 

Alistair Burt: I discussed a wide range of issues concerning the Middle East 
Peace Process with the President of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, 
on 21 December. I asked the President to engage in a renewed effort—led by the 
United States with full European support—to achieve a just and permanent 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Our officials at the Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem also recently met with Palestinian Chief Negotiator Saeb Erekat and 
discussed the peace process. 
The UK continues to urge both sides to refrain from any steps that would make the 
two state solution, or a return to negotiations, more difficult. 2013 is a crucial year 
for the Middle East Peace Process if progress is to be made before the window 
for a two state solution closes. Accordingly we will continue to call on Palestinian 
Authority President Abbas and the Israeli Prime Minister to show the strong 
leadership needed to achieve a return to negotiations for a two-state solution, 
which will bring a just and permanent solution to this conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0
002.htm#13021147000010  
 

Israel 
Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart about the recording of 
police interviews with children. [142222] 

Alistair Burt: During his visit to Israel in November 2012 the Attorney-General, 
my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve) raised 
the issue of audio-visual recording of interviews with Palestinian children held in 
Israeli military detention, as recommended in an independent report by British 
legal experts, with the Israeli Attorney-General Yehuda Weinstein and other 
senior interlocuters. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British 
legal experts on the subject. This followed previous discussions between the 
embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli authorities on this and other recommendations 
made in the June 2012 report. 
Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office officials discussed the recommendations and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000010
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progress on this issue with a senior Israeli legal delegation on 31 January 2013. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0
002.htm#13021147000009  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning that government's co-operation with the United 
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHCR). [HL5136] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
has been in regular contact with the Government of Israel regarding Israel's co-
operation with the UN Human Rights Council, with particular reference to Israel's 
non-co-operation with the universal periodic review. This contact has taken place 
in London, Geneva and in Israel. 
The UK values the universality of the universal periodic review, which ensures all 
UN member states have their human rights records considered-on an equal 
footing-by the Human Rights Council. We therefore regret Israel's decision not to 
participate, but note it has asked for its review to be postponed. We support the 
efforts of the President of the Human Rights Council to encourage Israel to re-
engage, and we urge Israel to do so. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning its proposal to extend the separation wall 
around the planned Israeli settlement zone E1.[HL5137] 

Baroness Warsi: Our embassy in Tel Aviv have raised strong concerns with the 
Office of the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the Territories over the 
potential routing of the separation barrier away from the green line. We will 
continue to press these points with the Israeli authorities. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the Government of Israel concerning digging and construction work at the 
Ma'man Allah cemetery in Jerusalem.[HL5138] 
Baroness Warsi: We raise our concerns on Jerusalem with Israel on a regular basis 
bilaterally and with our EU partners. East Jerusalem is regarded as occupied territory 
under international law. We do not recognise Israel's annexation of East Jerusalem. 

We continue to support international calls for restraint and the avoidance of 
provocative actions in and around Jerusalem. Jerusalem holds particular 
significance for many groups around the globe, especially the three Abrahamic 
faiths of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
We are also in discussion with religious leaders and other Governments over 
finding ways to protect the holy sites of Jerusalem and elsewhere in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130211w0001.htm#130
21126000845  
 

Palestinians 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development if she will list the 
projects funded by (a) bilateral British financial aid packages and (b) multilateral financial 
aid packages involving funding from her Department to (i) the Palestinian Authority and 
(ii) non-governmental organisations working in the Gaza Strip and West Bank; and if she 
will give details of how these projects are audited. [142698] 

Lynne Featherstone: The information requested is as follows: 
(a) Details for projects funded through our Palestinian programme are available on 
our website: www.dfid.gov.uk/Where-we-work/Middle-East--North-Africa/OPT/  
This includes funding to the Palestinian Authority (PA) and non-governmental 
organisations. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130211w0001.htm#13021126000845
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130211w0001.htm#13021126000845
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Where-we-work/Middle-East--North-Africa/OPT/
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(b) DFID also provides core funding to a number of multilateral agencies. Details 
of the agencies we fund are available at the following link: 
www.dfid.gov.uk/What-we-do/Who-we-work-with/  
Audit arrangements for all of our programmes are set out in the financial sections 
of the relevant business cases. These are available on our website: 
http://projects.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx?countrySelect=WB-
Occupied_Palestinian_Territories  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0
002.htm#13021145000029  
 

Occupied Territories 
Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what evaluation he has made of third party legal opinions that trade with Israeli 
settlements aids and assists breaches in international law. [142329] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of third party legal opinions on this matter, but as the 
hon. Gentleman will know I am not able to comment on legal advice to Ministers. 
The issue of trade with Israeli settlements was recently addressed in the report of 
the HRC Fact Finding Mission dated 31 January 2013. We are considering this 
report and its recommendations in detail prior to the interactive dialogue to be 
held with the Fact Finding Mission during the 22nd Session of the Human Rights 
Council. 
It is the Government's long standing view that settlements are illegal under 
international law and Israel's presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
governed by the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention, to which Israel is a 
state party. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under 
international law and regularly raise our profound concerns over Israel's 
settlement policy, including its implications on the rights of Palestinian people 
across the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We will continue to press the next 
Israeli government to cease all settlement activity. 

Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has received on Israeli development of Area C of the 
West Bank. [142330] 

Alistair Burt: The Government remains deeply concerned about the impact of 
Israeli restrictions on Palestinians living in Area C, Israeli demolitions of 
Palestinian homes and infrastructure and continued settlement building. We have 
received representations from members of the public via their MPs raising their 
concerns with this issue and from NGOs active on these issues. Our officials from 
the embassy in Tel Aviv have made representations to the Israeli authorities on 
this issue, most recently on 5 February with the Israeli National Security Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0
002.htm#13021147000011  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of Israel's use of drones in Gaza on civilians, and in particular, children. 
[HL5135] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
aware of reports of the use of drones by the Israeli authorities but have not made 
an assessment of their use. We have consistently urged Israel to meet its 
obligations under international humanitarian law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130211w0001.htm#130
21126000834  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
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All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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