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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Social Networking Websites 
That this Assembly notes the growing number of people and hate groups who use social 
networking websites to verbally abuse other users; further notes the use of these sites by 
sexual predators to groom victims; and calls on the Minister of Justice to explore the 
introduction of better regulation of these sites and tougher penalties for people who use 
the sites to commit crime. 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-12-13/05-
February-2013/#3  
and 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-12-13/05-
February-2013/#7  

 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Health Minister Edwin Poots today announced he is to bring forward a consultation 
on how best to maximise organ donation rates 
… The Health Minister said: “As there is sustained interest in the introduction of an opt-
out system for organ donation in Northern Ireland, it is appropriate that we step up the 
debate on this issue. Therefore I am proposing a public consultation on attitudes towards 
an opt-out system. This will be accompanied by a strong message to sign on to organ 
donor register. The views of the transplant related charities, donor families, those on the 
waiting list and the health service community will also be sought. If the feedback on 
introducing an opt-out system is positive, legislation could then be introduced to the 
assembly.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dhssps-05022013-minister-organ-donation  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Cathy Jamieson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government on child prisoners. 
[141036] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the treatment of Palestinian children 
under the Israeli military court system. We continue to lobby the Israeli authorities 
for improvements, including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at 
night, an end to shackling and the introduction of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations. 
We welcomed Israel's decision of 4 October 2011 to raise the age of legal majority 
for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system, a step we had 
advocated. I raised the implementation of this decision with the Israel ambassador 
on 23 February. In addition to our lobbying of the Israeli authorities, we also 
funded and facilitated an independent report into the issue of child detainees by 
leading British lawyers: 
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/report/  
We are urging the Israeli Government to take forward the recommendations from 
this report. Our ambassador to Israel has discussed the report's findings with the 
Israeli Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General and with the Israeli Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and we will continue this dialogue. I have written to the Israeli 
ambassador to urge Israel to take action on the report and have discussed follow-
up to the report with the right hon. Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC. The Attorney-
General, during his visit to Israel in November 2012, discussed the report with his 
Israeli counterpart who agreed to further detailed talks between Israeli and British 
officials on the recommendations. 

Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had at the UN regarding the imposition of an arms' embargo 
against Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [141797] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) has not been 
involved in any recent discussions at the UN regarding an arms embargo against 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinians Territories. 
The UK maintains a rigorous and transparent arms export control system, 
whereby all applications are assessed on a case by case basis, against the 
consolidated EU and national arms export licensing criteria. The criteria make 
clear our commitment to assess the risk of exports being used for internal 
repression or to provoke or prolong armed conflicts or aggravate existing tensions 
or conflict in the country of final destination. We apply these criteria rigorously, 
including with respect to Israel.   
At the same time, Israel faces some very real security threats and I do not believe 
that imposing a blanket arms embargo on Israel would either increase our 
influence or promote progress in the peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
002.htm#13020574000087  
 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
discussions (a) Ministers in her Department, (b) staff in her Department and (c) the 
Consulate General in Jerusalem have had with representatives of the Palestinian 
Authority on payments made to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails in the last 12 months. 
[141016] 
 

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/report/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000087
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Mr Duncan: Discussions on such matters are held on a regular basis. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
004.htm#13020579000061  
 

Palestinians 
Pamela Nash: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the Israeli government on Palestine; and if he will make a 
statement. [141081] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), discussed a wide 
range of issues concerning Palestine and the Middle East Peace Process with the 
Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on 30 November 2012 and the Israeli 
Defence Minister Ehud Barak on 3 December. Our officials at the embassy in Tel 
Aviv recently met with the Israeli Government officials and discussed a wide 
variety of issues pertaining to the Palestinian Authority including the issue of 
releasing clearance revenues to the Palestinian Authority. The UK continues to 
urge both sides to refrain from any steps that would make the two-state solution, 
or a return to negotiations, more difficult. 2013 is a crucial year for the Middle East 
Peace Process if progress is to be made before the window for a two state 
solution closes. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the effect of the recent demolition of homes in the 
villages Al-Maleh and Al-Mayta in the northern Jordan Valley by the Israeli army on the 
UK's policy on Israel. [141126] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports that the Israeli authorities declared the 
villages Al-Maleh and Al-Mayta in the northern Jordan Valley as closed military 
zones and proceeded with demolition of these villages. We have repeatedly made 
clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the increase in demolitions of 
Palestinian properties in the Jordan valley. 
We view these demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process; and, in all but the most 
limited circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 
The full range of developments is factored into the UK's policy on Israel. Israel is a 
strategic partner for the UK but we continue to underline at the highest level our 
views on the need for substantive progress on the peace process. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will discuss the recent demolition of homes in the Al-Maleh region of the Jordan 
Valley by the Israeli army with the Israeli ambassador. [141127] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly raised the issue of demolitions in the Jordan 
Valley with the Israeli authorities. We view such demolitions and evictions as 
causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to the peace 
process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 
The recent demolition of homes in Al-Maleh region of Jordan Valley was raised on 
21 January 2012—embassy officials in Tel Aviv raised concerns over the 
decision, and the impact on the local community with the Israeli Co-ordinator Of 
Government Activities Territories. I will also continue to discuss issues linked to 
settlements and demolitions with Israel's ambassador to the UK. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with representatives of the Israeli government on the 
demolition of Palestinian homes in the West Bank. [141128] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern 
at the 40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of 
Palestinian properties in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Officials from the 
British  embassy  in  Tel  Aviv  raised  this  issue  with  the  Israeli  Co-ordinator  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0004.htm#13020579000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0004.htm#13020579000061
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Government Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 21 January 2013. 
We view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process; and, in all but the most 
limited circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition of their homes or 
eviction through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme 
which helps individuals to challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make representations to his Israeli counterparts to urge the government of Israel 
(a) to reverse the decision of the Israeli military to declare the village of Al-Maleh a closed 
military zone on 19 January 2013 and 
(b) to permit aid agencies to provide assistance to the village's residents. [141129] 

Alistair Burt: Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv have raised the 
situation in Al-Maleh with the Israeli authorities, and the need for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to be able to provide assistance to the village's 
residents. In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or 
eviction in the Occupied Palestinian Territories through support to the Norwegian 
Refugee Council legal aid programme which helps individuals to challenge these 
decisions in the Israeli Legal System. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make representations to his Israeli counterparts to urge the Israeli government 
to lift the ban on Palestinian residents of Area C in the Jordan Valley building permanent 
structures or infrastructure and renovating homes. [141130] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned about the demolitions of Palestinian property in 
Area C in the Jordan Valley, which we consider to be, in all but the most limited 
cases, contrary to Israel's obligations under international humanitarian law and 
harmful to the peace process. 
While there is no formal ban in place, the British embassy in Tel Aviv have raised 
with the Israeli authorities the high refusal rate, under Israel's permit system, for 
Palestinian residents of Area C who want to build permanent structures and 
homes. 

Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the incidence of arms smuggling into Gaza. [141201] 

Alistair Burt: Officials at the British embassy in Tel Aviv recently discussed 
continued arms smuggling into Gaza with Israel's National Security Council. The 
main diplomatic effort to stop arms smuggling is now the Israeli Government's 
dialogue with the Egyptian authorities following the November ceasefire. 
The UK has also been actively engaged in international efforts to stop arms 
smuggling into Gaza. We are an active participant in the Gaza Counter-Arms 
Smuggling Initiative. This initiative aims to develop an effective framework for 
international cooperation, supplementary to measures taken by regional states to 
prevent and interdict the illicit flow of arms, ammunition, and weapons 
components, to Gaza. 

Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on whether Hamas will dismantle the Al-Qassam 
Brigades as part of a reconciliation deal with Fatah; and what assessment he has made 
of the effects of such a move on the Middle East Peace Process. [141214] 

Alistair Burt: We have not received any reports on whether Hamas will dismantle 
the Al-Qassam Brigades. We are continuing to follow closely developments 
regarding the issue of reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah, including the 
recent meeting between President Abbas and Hamas leader Khaled Mesh'al in 
Cairo on 9 January. 
The British Government's position and that of the EU remains that Palestinian 
reconciliation, if agreed on the basis of the principles set out by President Abbas 
in  his  speech  of 4 May 2011,  would  be  a  positive  step for the unity of a future  
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Palestinian state and for reaching a two state solution. 
Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had on the implications for the Middle East Peace Process of 
unity between Fatah and Hamas. [141217] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to follow closely developments regarding the issue of 
reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah, including the recent meeting between 
President Abbas and Hamas leader Khaled Mesh'al in Cairo on 9 January. The 
British Government's position and that of the EU remains that Palestinian 
reconciliation, if agreed on the basis of the principles set out by President Abbas 
in his speech of 4 May 2011, would be a positive step for the unity of a future 
Palestinian state and for reaching a two state solution. 

Jessica Lee: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority on incitement. [141352] 

Alistair Burt: We raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian Authority 
and Israel whenever we are aware of serious concerns. The Government opposes 
the advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to 
discrimination, hostility or violence in all circumstances. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will publish his response to the conclusions of the report sponsored by his 
Department, Children in Military Custody; and if he will make a statement. [141523] 

Alistair Burt: We have welcomed the independent report entitled ‘Children in 
military custody’ and share many of the concerns contained in it. We have passed 
the report to the Israeli authorities. I have written to the Israeli ambassador to 
London to urge Israel to take action on the report and the British embassy in Tel 
Aviv has also raised with the Israeli authorities on a number of occasions. During 
his visit to Israel in November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right hon. and 
learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), discussed the report 
with the Israeli Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein and other senior interlocutors. 
Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British legal experts on the 
subject. Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials discussed the 
recommendations and progress on this issue with a senior Israeli legal delegation 
on 31 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
002.htm#13020574000095 
 

Occupied Territories 
Alec Shelbrooke: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of (a) Qassam rockets, (b) Grad rockets and 
(c) mortar bombs launched into Israeli territory from Gaza in 2012; and what reports he 
has received of the number of persons (i) killed, (ii) seriously injured and (iii) slightly 
injured in such attacks. [140859] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports that in 2012 over 2,320 rockets and 230 
mortars were launched into Israeli territory from Gaza. We are also aware of 
reports that there were seven Israeli fatalities, 64 casualties who were seriously 
injured, and 218 casualties slightly injured following these attacks. 
We have condemned indiscriminate rocket fire from Gaza into Southern Israel and 
continue to urge all sides to exercise restraint and prevent civilian casualties and 
loss of life. We believe it is in no one's interest to see further violence in Gaza. 

Paul Maynard: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure Hamas renounce violence, recognise the State of Israel 
and accept previous diplomatic agreements. [141012] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have any contacts with Hamas. However we continue to 
make clear in public and to our partners that if Hamas wish to be treated by the 
UK and the rest of the international community like other Islamist movements in 
the region,  they  must  first  make  credible  movement  towards  the conditions of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000095
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000095
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renouncing violence, recognising Israel and accepting previously signed 
agreements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
002.htm#13020574000093 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning recent reports of the demolition by the 
Israeli military of buildings in the al-Maleh area of the northern Jordan Valley.[HL4924] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have repeatedly raised the issue of demolitions in the Jordan Valley with the 
Israeli authorities. We view such demolitions and evictions as causing 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process, 
and in all but the most limited circumstances as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 
The recent demolition of homes in the al-Maleh region of Jordan Valley was raised 
on 21 January 2012. Our embassy officials in Tel Aviv raised concerns over the 
decision, and the impact on the local community with the Israeli Co-ordinator Of 
Government Activities Territories. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
will also continue to discuss issues linked to settlements and demolitions with 
Israel's ambassador to the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#130
20539000649  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel following the recent shooting of Anwar Al-
Malouk.[HL4922] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government are very concerned that six Palestinians were killed by the Israeli 
Defence Force (IDF) in different incidents in recent weeks. We have raised these 
cases with the Israeli Ministry of Strategic Affairs and the relevant Israeli authority 
for the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The IDF has launched internal 
investigations into these cases, which the UK will follow closely. 
The UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel our long-standing concerns about the 
manner in which the IDF polices non-violent protests and the border areas, 
including use of live ammunition. We will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#130
20539000650  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning fatalities and injuries in the Gaza buffer 
zone since the 21 November ceasefire. [HL4921] 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK remains concerned 
about the situation in Gaza and by recent incidents in and around Gaza. 

Our embassy in Tel Aviv has discussed with the office of the Co-ordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories our continuing concerns over reports of 
civilian injuries and deaths in Israeli Defence Force operations in the West Bank 
and Gaza. We are continuing to monitor developments  closely  and  to  raise  our  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000649
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000649
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000650
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000650


 7

 

concerns as appropriate. 
We continue to urge restraint on all sides and to condemn any acts that might lead 
to an escalation of the fragile situation on the ground or cause civilian casualties. 
All such violence represents both an unacceptable risk to innocent life and a real 
obstacle to direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning reports of a naval vessel firing upon Gazan 
fishermen within the 6-mile limit agreed in the 21 November ceasefire.[HL4923] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Israeli authorities on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. Most recently, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have raised our 
concerns with the Office of the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories on 21 January and with the Israeli National Security Council on 28 
January over Palestinian casualties caused by Israeli Defence Forces operations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#130
20539000635  
 

Middle East 
Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had at the UN regarding the establishment of weapons of 
mass destruction free zone in the Middle East. [141798] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) and other Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office Ministers have discussed the conference with 
counterparts in the middle east. The UK statement to the UN General Assembly 
First Committee on 11 September 2012 made clear our support for the objective 
of establishing such a zone and our support for the facilitator of the conference, 
Under-Secretary of State Jaako Laajava of Finland. 
Senior British officials meet regularly with representatives of the UN and the other 
co-convenors (the United States of America and Russia) to discuss progress and 
provide support to the appointed facilitator of the conference, Jaakko Laajava of 
Finland. The British Government supports the objective of a middle east weapons 
of mass destruction free zone, and the convening of a conference as soon as 
possible. British Officials have also travelled to the region to promote constructive 
engagement and support for the work of the facilitator. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
002.htm#13020574000090  

 
 

United Nations 

‘We cannot afford a year without tangible results,’ Ban says on Israeli-Palestinian 
crisis 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged the swift resumption of negotiations toward 
a two-State solution to the Middle East conflict, citing Israeli settlements and delays in 
Palestinian reconciliation among obstacles to be overcome.  “The status quo is 
unsustainable, and unacceptable,” Mr. Ban told the General Assembly’s Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, as it opened its 2013 
session.  He added that both parties must live up to their commitment to a negotiated 
two-State solution consistent with Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 and resolve 
all core issues, namely territory, security, Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, and water. 
…   Recalling the Israeli elections held on 22 January, Mr. Ban said: “We look forward to 
engaging the next Israeli Government in the common pursuit of peace. This is no time to 
be idle.” 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000635
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205w0001.htm#13020539000635
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000090
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6584
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At the same time, he said he is “dismayed by the dramatic increase” in Israeli settlement 
activity, calling it illegal and a major obstacle to a two-State solution. Relieved by a recent 
Israeli decision to transfer tax and customs revenues to the Palestinian Authority, he 
urged timely and predictable transfers and increased donor support. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44075&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.URJvl6XRcTw  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of Hezbollah's involvement in the Burgas terror attack. 
[141204] 

Alistair Burt: We remain deeply concerned by indications that Hezbollah was 
involved in the terrorist attack in Burgas. Once the official Bulgarian investigation 
has concluded, the EU will need to decide how to respond. Based on our national 
proscription, we believe there is a strong case for action against the military wing 
of Hezbollah. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), is in discussions 
with his EU counterparts on this issue as is the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, my right hon. Friend the Member for Maidenhead (Mrs May). 

Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had on adding Hezbollah to the list of EU-proscribed 
organisations. [141208] 

Alistair Burt: We believe there is a strong case for EU designation of the military 
wing of Hezbollah under the EU's terrorism asset freezing regime. We are actively 
discussing this with our EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
002.htm#13020574000086  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Perpetrators of Bourgas terror attack should be brought to account 
… Commenting on today’s announcement of the results of the Bulgarian investigation into 
the terrorist act in Bourgas on 18 July 2012, the Foreign Secretary, William Hague said: 
“The attack on a bus carrying Israeli tourists in Bourgas was an appalling and callous act 
of terrorism whose perpetrators need to be brought to account. … 
“The Bulgarian government has said, based on the detailed findings of the investigation, 
that there is a justified assumption that two individuals belonging to Hizballah’s military 
wing were involved in the bombing. We call on the Lebanese government to fully co-
operate with the investigation. 
“It is important that the EU respond robustly to an attack on European soil. Every act of 
terror is an attack on our shared values. In committing an attack, terrorists seek to 
undermine our resolve, but they should only serve to strengthen it. The Home Secretary 
and I will be talking to our EU colleagues about the measures we can now take to 
continue to make our citizens safer.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/perpetrators-of-bourgas-terror-attack-should-be-
brought-to-account  

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44075&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.URJvl6XRcTw
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0002.htm#13020574000086
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/perpetrators-of-bourgas-terror-attack-should-be-brought-to-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/perpetrators-of-bourgas-terror-attack-should-be-brought-to-account
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Scottish Government 

Religious persecution condemned 
Religious persecution in countries across the world has been condemned by Scotland’s 
Minister for External Affairs and International Development. … Humza Yousaf 
said: “Religious prejudice in any form is not tolerated in Scotland. Religious minorities 
here enjoy the full protection of the law, strengthened through our tough new anti-
sectarian legislation. 
“I am concerned about countries where religious freedom does not enjoy the same 
protection. Persecuting people for their religious beliefs – whatever their faith – is utterly 
abhorrent and should be condemned in the strongest terms. … 
“As a Government Minister and a Muslim, I fully support the efforts of the Church of 
Scotland’s World Mission Council to end the oppression of religious minorities in Africa, 
Asia and elsewhere, and to promote positive interfaith relations across the world.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/02/religious06022012  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/am/
130205s01.htm 
and  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/pm/
130205s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502a.119-122.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502m.101-107.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/02/religious06022012
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/am/130205s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/am/130205s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/pm/130205s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130205/pm/130205s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502a.119-122.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502a.119-122.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502m.101-107.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1150502m.101-107.html
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** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-
0001.htm#13020546001351  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-
0003.htm#13020580000236  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/amend/ml075-ir.htm  
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Bill as amended in Grand Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/2013083.pdf  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/am083-b.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/am083-a.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-
0001.htm#13020551000002  
 

Programme 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-
0004.htm#13020569000004  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1260502a.1-4.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-0001.htm#13020546001351
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-0001.htm#13020546001351
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-0003.htm#13020580000236
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130205-0003.htm#13020580000236
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/amend/ml075-ir.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/2013083.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/am083-b.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/am083-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-0001.htm#13020551000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-0001.htm#13020551000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-0004.htm#13020569000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/debtext/130205-0004.htm#13020569000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/amend/pbc1260502a.1-4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/amend/pbc1260502a.1-4.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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