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Home Affairs 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Equal marriage: Exploding the myths and setting out what the Bill really means. 
… Myth: Religious organisations or minister of religion will be forced to conduct same sex 
marriages. 
Reality: This is not true. The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill makes clear that no 
religious organisation or religious minister will be compelled to marry same sex couples. 
A ‘quadruple lock’ of legal protections will ensure that all religious organisations can act 
according to their doctrines and beliefs. 
Myth: The European Court of Human Rights will force religious organisations to conduct 
same sex marriages. 
Reality: The case law of the European Court of Human Rights makes it clear that same 
sex marriage is a matter for individual states to decide. Any case before the Court would 
be brought against the UK Government, not a religious organisation. The Court would be 
bound to give priority to the rights of a religious organisation under Article 9 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights, which guarantees the right to freedom of 
religion.  
Myth: Teachers will have to promote same sex marriage to pupils in sex and 
relationships education. 
Reality: This is not true. No teacher will be required to promote or endorse views which 
go against their beliefs. Teachers will of course be required to teach the factual position 
that under the law, marriage can be between opposite sex couples and same sex 
couples. There are many areas within teaching, particularly within faith schools, where 
this type of issue already arises and where subjects such as divorce are taught with 
sensitivity. The guidance governing these issues is the same guidance that will govern 
how same sex marriage in the classroom will be approached. Sex and relationships 
education is categorically not about the promotion of a particular sexual orientation - that 
would be inappropriate teaching. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/9719.aspx  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/9719.aspx
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Scottish Government 

The transition to an independent Scotland    
Scotland’s process of transition to an independent country following a ‘Yes’ vote in next 
year’s historic referendum has been outlined in a paper published today by Deputy First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon. … 
The paper outlines a transition timetable, with independence day scheduled for March 
2016, immediately ahead of the May 2016 Scottish parliament election. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/02/transition-paper05022013  
 
Scotland's Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a Written Constitution    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00413757.pdf  

 
 

High Court, Family Division 

Case No: FD09P02218 In the High Court of Justice Family Division 
Before: The Honourable Mr Justice Baker in the matter of Rai and Mi (Children) 
And in the matter of the Senior Courts Act 1981 
And in the matter of the Inherent Jurisdiction 
… The father … is a Canadian citizen. … The mother … is a British citizen. … Both 
parties are observant orthodox Jews … The parties met in June 2005 and married in a 
Jewish religious ceremony in London on 29 August 2006 and a civil ceremony in Toronto 
on 23 October of that year. … 
… It is the mother's case that she had by [June 2009] concluded that the marriage had 
effectively broken down … 
… the parties reached an agreement … that they would refer all the disputes between 
them to arbitration by a senior rabbi, Rabbi Geldzehler of the New York Beth Din. … 
… I indicated that I would endorse the parties' proposal to refer their disputes to a 
process of arbitration before the New York Beth Din on the basis that the outcome, 
although likely to carry considerable weight with the court, would not be binding and 
would not preclude either party from pursuing applications to this court in respect of any 
of the matters in issue. … 
… at a time when there is much comment about the antagonism between the religious 
and secular elements of society, it was notable that the court was able not only to 
accommodate the parties' wish to resolve their dispute by reference to their religious 
authorities, but also buttress that process at crucial stages … 
… The parties' devout beliefs had been respected. The outcome was in keeping with 
English law whilst achieved by a process rooted in the Jewish culture to which the 
families belong.  
To read the full judgment see 
http://www.familylawhub.co.uk/default.aspx?i=ce2877  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the government of  Israel on its  failure to adhere to  
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the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; and if he will 
make a statement. [141571] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly raise the treatment of children in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) with the Israeli authorities. While we have not 
discussed the rights of children under the specific auspices of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, we have discussed in detail issues 
affecting children, including themes relating to the convention.  As part of our 
ongoing dialogue with Israel on this issue, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
funded an independent report on Palestinian children in Israeli detention which 
was launched on 26 June. The report was written by a team of respected British 
lawyers, led by the right hon. Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC and Sir Stephen 
Sedley. We continue to press for implementation of the recommendations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0
001.htm#13020438000010  

 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning the replanting of olive trees belonging to 
Palestinians and damaged or destroyed by settlers in 2012.[HL4925] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government are concerned by several attacks on Palestinian olive trees by 
extremist settlers as part of a pattern of intimidation and violence which we have 
repeatedly condemned. We note the particular sensitivities around olive trees 
given their status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many 
Palestinian farmers. We have called on the relevant Israeli authorities to take all 
necessary steps to prevent the attacks against Palestinian farmers and bring 
those responsible to justice. Our embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns 
about violence and intimidation by extremist settlers with, among others, the 
Israeli Attorney-General, Defence Minister and Prime Minister's office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#130
20417000345  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have held 
concerning diplomatic privileges for the Palestinian Mission in the United Kingdom, 
following Palestine's upgrade to non-member Observer state at the United 
Nations.[HL4926] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Palestinian mission in London cannot be upgraded to a diplomatic mission, with 
the corresponding diplomatic immunities and privileges, until such time as there is 
bilateral recognition by the UK of a Palestinian state. 
As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), stressed in his 
Statement on 28 November, the UK is a strong supporter of the principle of 
Palestinian statehood and of ongoing state-building efforts led by President Abbas 
and Prime Minister Fayyad. We see negotiations towards a two-state solution as 
the best way to meet the national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians and lead 
to a sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state living in peace and 
security alongside a safe and secure Israel and their other neighbours in the 
region. The Foreign Secretary has also made it clear that we want to see a major 
effort led by the US and supported by European nations to revive the peace 
process in 2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#130
20417000354  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0001.htm#13020438000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0001.htm#13020438000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000354
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000354
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Palestinians 
Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether 
any of her Department's financial aid to the Palestinian Occupied Territories is allocated 
to the purchase of school textbooks endorsed by the Palestinian Authority. [140495] 

Mr Duncan: The UK Government does not allocate an amount for the purchase of 
text books used in Palestinian schools. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
proportion of her Department's financial aid to the Palestinian Occupied Territories in 
2013-14 will be spent on social assistance programmes providing welfare payments to 
the families of prisoners. [140496] 

Justine Greening: Due to its current severe fiscal crisis, the Palestinian Authority 
has not yet been able to agree its 2013 budget. It is therefore not possible at this 
stage to give an accurate prediction of how our assistance for the financial year 
2013-14 will be spent. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether 
any of her Department's financial aid to the Palestinian Occupied Territories is allocated 
to support the publication of the Zayzafuna magazine. [140497] 

Justine Greening: There is no specific allocation within the Palestinian 
Authority's budget for Zayzafuna magazine. Funding proposals are submitted to 
the Ministry of Finance by the Ministry of Social Affairs, where they are screened 
according to various criteria. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether 
any of her Department's financial aid to the Palestinian Occupied Territories is allocated 
for the protection of members of the Palestinian Authority during their overseas visits. 
[140498] 

Justine Greening: There is no specific allocation within the Palestinian 
Authority's budget for protection expenses while on duty visits. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to 
the answer of 15 January 2013, Official Report, column 645W, on Palestinians, whether 
prisoners in Israeli jails, without spouses or children, are in receipt of social welfare 
payments supported by the Government. [140609] 

Justine Greening: This is a question for the Palestinian Authority. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0
002.htm#13020445000016 

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0
001.htm#13011566000009  

Palestinians 
Mr Bellingham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
aid has been allocated to (a) the Palestine Liberation Organisation and (b) the 
Palestinian Authority in the last 20 years. [140616] 

Mr Duncan: The information is as follows: 
(a) The UK began providing support to the Palestinian Liberation Organisation's 
Negotiations Affairs Department (NAD) in 1999 in order to strengthen technical 
capacity for engaging in effective negotiations and maintaining and promoting 
prospects for achieving a peaceful resolution of the conflict. In total, we will have 
allocated a total of £12,294,934 between 1999 and 2014. 
(b) The UK provides financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) through 
the World Bank Palestinian Reform and Development Plan trust fund. From 2009 
to 2011 the UK provided £107 million to help the PA fund the provision of basic 
services and develop Palestinian institutions. 
Details of aid spending over the last 20 years are available at: www.aiddata.org or 
at: http://stats.oecd.org/qwids/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/text/130201w0
001.htm#13020137000088  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0002.htm#13020445000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0002.htm#13020445000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000009
http://www.aiddata.org/
http://stats.oecd.org/qwids/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/text/130201w0001.htm#13020137000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/text/130201w0001.htm#13020137000088
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (1011) Condemnation of Israeli Settlements – That this House 
notes that Israel is in violation of Article 49 of the fourth Geneva Convention which forbids 
the transfer of civilian populations to occupied territory; further notes that Israel has 
established around 250 settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem; concurs with 
the conclusions of the United Nations Human Rights Council that Israel must immediately 
initiate a process of withdrawal of all settlers from illegally-occupied territories; and calls 
on the Government to do all in its powers to urge the Israeli government to withdraw all 
settlers. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1011  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Change of Her Majesty’s Consul-General, Jerusalem 
Dr Alastair McPhail OBE has been appointed Her Majesty's Consul-General, Jerusalem. 
He will succeed Sir Vincent Fean KCVO. Dr McPhail will take up his appointment during 
January 2014. 
Dr McPhail studied modern languages, particularly Russian, at the University of Otago 
and then completed a PhD in Russian at Edinburgh University. … He has worked in a 
wide range of FCO positions, with a focus on political/military work, security, development 
and peace processes, especially in northern Iraq and Sudan. … 
Dr McPhail has said: “I will be sorry to leave South Sudan but am honoured to have been 
appointed Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Jerusalem. I am very pleased to have the 
opportunity to work in this complex and fascinating region, to deepen the relationship 
between the Palestinian and British peoples, and to help international efforts to find a 
mutually acceptable, two state solution to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict”. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majesty-s-consul-general-jerusalem  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Freedom of Religion and Conscience 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the remarks by 
Baroness Warsi on 22 January (Official Report, col. 1088), which ministers participated in 
the meeting held on 22 January to discuss co-ordinating action on religious intolerance; 
which other countries were represented at the meeting and by whom; what was 
discussed at the meeting; and what were the outcomes.[HL4957] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Canadian Foreign Minister, the Secretary-General of the Organisation of Islamic 
Co-operation (OIC), the Moroccan Minister Delegate at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, the Human Rights Adviser to the Prime Minister of Pakistan and the US 
Interim Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism were the ministerial-
level participants of the meeting I convened on 22 January.  
The Russian Envoy to the OIC, the human rights ambassador of the Netherlands 
and ambassadors or senior officials from Austria, Indonesia, Brazil, Italy, South 
Africa, Egypt, Chile, the Holy See and Turkey were also present. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1011
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majesty-s-consul-general-jerusalem
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The focus of the meeting was to secure political support for the implementation of 
UN Human Rights Council Resolution 16/18 tackling religious intolerance and 
fostering religious freedom and pluralism. We discussed the need to build a 
stronger international consensus on how to tackle these issues, and it was 
encouraging to hear significant shared commitment from the participants. 
I also set out some of the actions the UK has taken to implement Resolution 
16/18, for example our strong legislative framework which protects freedom of 
expression while also protecting individuals from discrimination on the basis of 
religion or belief, work combating hate crime, data collection on attacks on 
religious communities and provision of support for victims. I encouraged all 
present to do more to protect the right to freedom of religion or belief for all. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#130
20417000331  
 

The remarks referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130122-
0003.htm#13012272000159  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
** Commercial Lobbyists (Registration and Code of Conduct) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-
13/commerciallobbyistsregistrationandcodeofconduct/documents.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/debtext/130201-
0001.htm#13020139000002  
 

Bill withdrawn 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000331
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130204w0001.htm#13020417000331
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130122-0003.htm#13012272000159
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130122-0003.htm#13012272000159
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/commerciallobbyistsregistrationandcodeofconduct/documents.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/commerciallobbyistsregistrationandcodeofconduct/documents.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/debtext/130201-0001.htm#13020139000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130201/debtext/130201-0001.htm#13020139000002
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html


 7

 

Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

EHRC briefing 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/briefings/marriage_bill_c2r_final.doc  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Committee evidence session 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s14055/24%20January%202013%20-
%20Draft.html?CT=2  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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