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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Marriage: Ceremonies 
Mr Andrew Turner: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what discussions she 
has had with (a) local authorities and (b) the Church of England on her proposals for (i) 
council halls, (ii) village halls and (iii) parish halls to be able to conduct religious-only 
marriages. [138306] 

Mrs Grant: Religious marriage ceremonies, other than those according to the rites 
of the Society of Friends (Quakers) or according to the Jewish religion, can only 
be carried out in buildings which have been registered as places of worship and 
also registered for the solemnisation of marriages by the religious group 
concerned. Council halls and village halls are not usually registered as places of 
worship so cannot be registered for the solemnisation of religious marriage 
ceremonies. They may however be authorised for the solemnisation of civil 
marriage ceremonies, in which no religious element is allowed. Parish halls may 
be registered for the solemnisation of religious marriage ceremonies if they are 
also a registered place of worship. Ministers have no proposals to change this, 
and have had no discussions on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130125/text/130125w0
003.htm#13012551000137  
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Holocaust 

Wales Office 

Wales Office Minister marks Holocaust Memorial Day 
… Baroness Randerson said: “Holocaust Memorial Day allows us to reflect upon  the 
appalling consequences of persecution. It provides the opportunity to remember and pay 
tribute to those who have suffered and died as a result.  It also reminds us of the courage 
shown by the survivors of genocide and the importance of learning lessons from these 
tragic events.    
“This year’s message of Holocaust Memorial Day ‘Communities Together: Build a 
Bridge’  is  one  we  must  all  take  to  heart  and  act  upon.  Today,  we  can  all take the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130125/text/130125w0003.htm#13012551000137
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130125/text/130125w0003.htm#13012551000137
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opportunity to reflect upon the ways in which we live our lives and look at how we 
can  create better, stronger communities together.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2013/01/28/wales-office-minister-marks-holocaust-
memorial-day/  

 
 

Welsh Government 

Wales marks Holocaust Memorial Day 
… The First Minister said: "The very word holocaust brings to mind images from the 
darkest recesses of human history, where hate and intolerance led to the death of 
millions of fellow humans. 
"Holocaust Memorial Day is an opportunity for all of us to take the time to remember 
those who died and those who survived the atrocities of genocide.   
"These terrible events are not something from hundreds of years ago, but are a part of 
our recent history and to remember them contributes to our determination as a society for 
such horrors never to happen again." 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2013/6945772/?lang=en  

 
 

European Parliament 

Holocaust Remembrance Day: remembering what should never be forgotten 
… EP president Martin Schulz stressed the day's importance in a speech: “Evil exists 
every day and therefore we have to be visible and prudent every day and every moment.” 
… 
After noting that Jews are still living in fear in Europe, Mr Schulz said: "Those who are 
strong, and especially those who have a public responsibility must have the courage in 
our times to stand up wherever and whenever a racist, an anti-Semite, raises his voice." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130123STO05466/html/Holo
caust-Remembrance-Day-remembering-what-should-never-be-forgotten  

 
 

European Commission 

Never forget: Remembering the victims, learning from the past, continuing the 
legacy 
…we have come a long way in Europe from the horrors of the Holocaust. But by no 
means can we be complacent. Despite our efforts, acts of discrimination against all 
minorities are still a daily reality for many in Europe. The European Commission has 
recently noted with concern the rising levels of anti-Semitism in Europe. We have to 
remain vigilant. … 
We need people to speak out. To pass the important messages of the past onto the next 
generation. To those with no experience, with no direct memory of the Holocaust. What 
the French call "un devoir de mémoire". 
Because to be silent is to forget. 
And to forget would be to invite the horrors of the past back into the present. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-67_en.htm?locale=en  

 
 
 

http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2013/01/28/wales-office-minister-marks-holocaust-memorial-day/
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2013/01/28/wales-office-minister-marks-holocaust-memorial-day/
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2013/6945772/?lang=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130123STO05466/html/Holocaust-Remembrance-Day-remembering-what-should-never-be-forgotten
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130123STO05466/html/Holocaust-Remembrance-Day-remembering-what-should-never-be-forgotten
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-67_en.htm?locale=en
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TUC 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
The TUC is calling for an end to discrimination and prejudice on Holocaust Memorial Day 
… Alongside the six million Jewish victims of Nazi persecution, hundreds of thousands of 
others were targeted by Hitler's regime - including union members, lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and trans people (LGBT), disabled people, and those attacked simply for their race. 
TUC General Secretary Frances O'Grady said: 'The discrimination and hatred that led to 
the Nazi Holocaust must never be forgotten. LGBT and disabled people were among the 
millions of victims of Hitler's brutal regime, and today they are a vital part of the 
resistance to modern versions of this hatred. 
Today is a reminder of why it essential that unions continue to play a crucial role in 
opposing prejudice where and whenever it happens.' … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/international/tuc-21869-f0.cfm  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission High level conference on preventing 
violent extremism 

Speech by Cecilia Malmström, EU Commissioner for Home Affairs:  
Stand up against violent extremism  
… the Radicalisation Awareness Network … has now delivered its first recommendations 
… The terrorist menace has shifted away from organised groups to individuals, who are 
harder to detect, and whose actions are harder to predict. 
Breivik's horrible attack in Norway and the deadly Toulouse shooting are recent examples 
of the serious menace represented by extremists and lone wolves; and in its most recent 
report on terrorism, Europol confirms a trend towards lone individuals being responsible 
for terrorist attacks. … 
The potential for violent extremism exists in all countries. It may manifest itself in different 
forms, be it right wing or left wing extremism, separatism or religiously motivated 
extremism, but it is always characterised by bloodshed and the scars it leaves on society. 
… It is crucial to build counter-narratives challenging extremist narratives either through 
ideology, logic, fact or humour. The aim has to be more to plant seeds of doubt among 
violent extremists than to win the argument. … 
Dialogue with and support to Diaspora communities is also crucial. The process of 
radicalisation is often fuelled by deep rooted grievances or conflict often associated with 
foreign policy and international affairs. It is vital therefore to engage Diaspora 
communities to address some of these grievances and promote integration into society to 
disarm the attempts of radicaliser. … 
Internet is a tool often used by radicalisers and extremists. We must enhance our efforts 
to better understanding the extent and nature of violent extremist material online and the 
relationship between online and offline behaviour. … 
We see a growth of extremism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, hatred and nationalism. Not 
since World War II extreme and populist forces have had so much influence on the 
national parliaments as they have today. In some countries even neo-nazis have been 
elected. 
And if this trend continues the next European elections in 2014 might further strengthen 
these forces. We must not underestimate the importance of what this would mean for the 
European project. … 
 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/international/tuc-21869-f0.cfm
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We will not be able to defeat radicalisation and extremist violence if we don't counter the 
propaganda of those who support extreme, violent, xenophobic and racist views based 
on hatred and intolerance. 
We must have all the courage to stand up for what we have agreed upon and protect our 
values that are now being challenged in many countries in Europe. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-65_en.htm?locale=en  
 
Discussion paper: Empowering local actors to prevent violent extremism 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/hlc_discussion_paper_en.pdf  
 
Proposed recommendations: 

Police and other law enforcement 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_pol_en.pdf  
 
Voices of Victims of Terrorism 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_vvt_en.pdf  
 
Internet and Social Media 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_at_en.pdf 
 
PREVENT 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendation_ran_prevent_en.pdf 
 
Deradicalisation 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_derad_en.pdf  
 
Prison and Probation 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendation_ran_p_and_p_en.pdf  
 
Health 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_health_en.pdf 
 
Internal and External Dimensions 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-
conference/docs/proposed_policy_recommendations_ran_int-ext_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
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