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Holocaust 

Downing Street 

David Cameron signs Holocaust Book of Commitment 
David Cameron has signed the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Book of Commitment , 
saying: “Your work is absolutely vital in making sure that we always remember what 
happened in the Holocaust – and that we never stop learning the lessons.” … “The 
tragedy is that so many did suffer from persecution and prejudice, but your work will 
make sure we never give up this fight and build a better world. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/holocaust-book-of-commitment/  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister attends Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration 
… Mr Burt said: “… The horrific events of the Holocaust fundamentally shaped our 
history, and are a constant challenge to our understanding of human behaviour. The 
Government firmly believes that we must keep ensuring that we learn the lessons from 
history - subsequent atrocities demonstrate the constant risk of such horrors returning. 
The UK has played a leading role in this internationally through our membership of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance and the board of the International Tracing 
Service, and through our UK Post-Holocaust Issues Envoy, Sir Andrew Burns. We will 
continue to work with civil society organisations in the UK and with our international 
partners to improve the ways in which the Holocaust is taught, researched and 
remembered, and to tackle outstanding issues such as the restitution of confiscated or 
looted property to its rightful owners or their heirs.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-attends-holocaust-memorial-day-
commemoration  

 
 

David Ward MP 

Update on Israel-Palestine comments 
My criticisms of actions since 1948 in the Palestinian territories in the name of the State 
of Israel remain as strong as ever. 
 

http://www.het.org.uk/
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/holocaust-book-of-commitment/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-attends-holocaust-memorial-day-commemoration
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-attends-holocaust-memorial-day-commemoration
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In my comments this week I was trying to make clear that everybody needs to learn the 
lessons of the Holocaust. 
I never for a moment intended to criticise or offend the Jewish people as a whole, either 
as a race or as a people of faith, and apologise sincerely for the unintended offence 
which my words caused. 
I recognise of course the deep sensitivities of these issues at all times, and particularly on 
occasions of commemoration such as this weekend. ��I will continue to make criticisms 
of actions in Palestine in the strongest possible terms for as long as Israel continues to 
oppress the Palestinian people. 
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/654558/david-ward-mp-s-update-on-israel-
palestine-comments  
 
Bradford MP condemns Israel for treatment of Palestinians on the day he signs the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Book of Commitment 
Bradford East MP, David Ward, has criticised Israel on the day he has signed a Book of 
Commitment in the House of Commons, in doing so pledging his commitment to 
Holocaust Memorial Day and honouring those who died during the Holocaust and in 
subsequent genocides. … 
David said: "Having visited Auschwitz twice - once with my family and once with local 
schools - I am saddened that the Jews, who suffered unbelievable levels of persecution 
during the Holocaust, could within a few years of liberation from the death camps be 
inflicting atrocities on Palestinians in the new State of Israel and continue to do so on a 
daily basis in the West Bank and Gaza." 
UPDATE: 
"For my entire political career I have fought prejudice. I have just returned from Bradford's 
Holocaust Memorial event where people across cultures and faiths joined together to say 
"We bear witness to the horrors of the Holocaust and will never forget its lessons." 
"In the words of the Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, as quoted in the booklet 'Holocaust 
Memorial Day - Learning Lessons from the past to create a safer, better future': "I swore 
never to be silent whenever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must 
always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages 
the tormentor, never the tormented." 
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/653501/bradford-mp-condemns-israel-for-
treatment-of-palestinians-on-the-day-he-signs-the-holocaust-memorial-day-book-of-
commitment  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 
… Today we remember the victims of the Holocaust. We honour every one of the six 
million who were brutally murdered in this darkest period of European history. I also want 
to pay special tribute to the survivors of the Holocaust, who remind us of this tragedy that 
we must never forget. 
On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, we remember that this crime was not 
perpetrated by a few individuals. Many took part directly or indirectly and many more just 
let it happen. That is why we must remain vigilant. Genocide is caused by the violence of 
some and the indifference of others. 
Today also gives us a chance to celebrate the acts of courage and sacrifice which lit up 
Europe: neighbours who saved families, employers who rescued their employees and all 
those who protected their fellow citizens. 
These acts are proof that we are not powerless against evil. That is a lesson which must 
guide us today;  not just to remember the crimes of the past,  but to dedicate ourselves to  
 

http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/654558/david-ward-mp-s-update-on-israel-palestine-comments
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/654558/david-ward-mp-s-update-on-israel-palestine-comments
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/653501/bradford-mp-condemns-israel-for-treatment-of-palestinians-on-the-day-he-signs-the-holocaust-memorial-day-book-of-commitment
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/653501/bradford-mp-condemns-israel-for-treatment-of-palestinians-on-the-day-he-signs-the-holocaust-memorial-day-book-of-commitment
http://davidward.org.uk/en/article/2013/653501/bradford-mp-condemns-israel-for-treatment-of-palestinians-on-the-day-he-signs-the-holocaust-memorial-day-book-of-commitment
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preventing all acts of hatred and standing up for fundamental rights and freedoms in our 
own time. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/135036.pdf  
 
 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, OSCE Chair urges renewed efforts 
to fight intolerance, stressing importance of youth human rights education 
… “This day is a sad reminder of a horrific crime inflicted on innocent people. In Ukraine 
alone more than one hundred thousand people were killed in the ravine of Babyn Yar, 
including nearly 34,000 Jews in a single massacre,” Kozhara said. “Today we are paying 
tribute to the victims and to those brave who risked their lives to save Jews and members 
of other minorities at risk.”  “The universal lessons from these terrible events must not be 
forgotten. We must redouble our efforts to prevent and counter intolerance, hate and 
discrimination in all its forms, and promote respect for all ethnic and religious groups.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/cio/98937  
 

 

European Union Agency for Human Rights (FRA) 

International Holocaust remembrance, a timely reminder of the need to step up 
efforts to fight racism and antisemitism in the EU 
… “Antisemitism in the EU remains high, as initial findings from FRA’s survey reveal,” 
said Morten Kjaerum, FRA Director. “Three-quarters of respondents say that the situation 
has got worse in the past five years with online antisemitism being more common. 
Clearly Europe and its Member States face serious challenges of racism and 
antisemitism. But we can all learn from the past for the future. This is why greater 
understanding of human rights through history can empower us to act and try to make a 
difference to those who are regular victims of hate crime, threats and violence.” 
In 2013, FRA will publish the results of its extensive research into hate crime. In June, 
FRA will publish its annual report on antisemitism in the EU, followed by findings from its 
survey of Jewish people’s experiences and perceptions of antisemitism in the autumn. … 
This year, FRA’s annual Fundamental Rights Conference in November 2013 will also 
focus specifically on hate crime. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/international-holocaust-remembrance-timely-reminder-
need-step-efforts-fight-racism-and  
 

 

United Nations 

Courage to fight for a better world honoured at UN Holocaust commemoration 
Those who risked their lives to save Jews and others from mass extermination in the 
Second World War are inspiration for the courage to fight for a better world, Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and other United Nations officials said today. “Let us be inspired by 
those who had the courage to care – the ordinary people who took extraordinary steps to 
defend human dignity,” Mr. Ban said in a video message … 
“Acts of genocide illustrate the depths of evil to which individuals and whole societies can 
descend, but the examples of the brave men and women we celebrate today also 
demonstrate the capacity of humankind for good, even during the darkest of days,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44005&Cr=holocaust&Cr1=#.UQV-
96VXsTw  

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/135036.pdf
http://www.osce.org/cio/98937
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2012/fra-survey-jewish-peoples-experiences-and-perceptions-antisemitism
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/international-holocaust-remembrance-timely-reminder-need-step-efforts-fight-racism-and
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/international-holocaust-remembrance-timely-reminder-need-step-efforts-fight-racism-and
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6568
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44005&Cr=holocaust&Cr1=#.UQV-96VXsTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44005&Cr=holocaust&Cr1=#.UQV-96VXsTw
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Statement by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, to mark the 
International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust  
 “Today is the day to remember that 70 years ago millions of Jewish men, women and 
children, as well as Roma, Slavs, disabled people, homosexuals, Jehovah’s witnesses, 
communists and other political dissidents were being brutally assassinated, simply 
because of who they were.” 
“This important commemoration gives us the opportunity to reflect on one of the most 
tragic moments of our history and to remember the millions of lives that were destroyed in 
this senseless violence.” 
“But this special day is also more than that. It is a reminder that the ultimate responsibility 
of making sure that such monumental crimes never happen again rests with each and 
every one of us.” 
“This responsibility goes beyond words and good intentions. It requires us to maintain our 
ability to stand firm in our fight against discrimination and related hatred at all times. It 
requires us to not permit manifestations of hatred or discrimination to go unnoticed or 
unchallenged. It requires us, every single day of our lives, to stay vigilant against efforts 
to excuse or turn a blind eye to hate speech and acts of discrimination and incitement to 
violence.” 
“Such constant vigilance is the only way to ensure there is no risk of repetition, and the 
best way to honour the memory of Holocaust victims.” 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12951&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12951&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12951&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/2013126.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/en/2013126en.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-
0002.htm#13012438000016  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 

TOP 
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