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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage: Same-sex Weddings 
Lord Mawhinney: To ask Her Majesty's Government why their proposals to legislate to 
prohibit the Church of England and the Church in Wales from conducting same-sex 
weddings do not extend to other churches or religious bodies.[HL4315] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: The proposals relating to the Church of England 
arise from its unique position as the Established Church. First, it has a legal duty 
to marry parishioners in their parish church. The Church of England has confirmed 
it does not want to conduct same-sex marriage ceremonies; therefore specific 
provision is needed so that the duty to marry parishioners does not apply in the 
case of same-sex couples. 
Second, the Church of England's canon law is part of the law of the land. We must 
therefore ensure that the proposed legislation is not in conflict with canon law. 
Similar provisions are simply not necessary for other religious bodies because 
they do not have a legal duty to marry parishioners; and their religious law is not 
part of the law of the land. 
We are in discussions with the Church in Wales about how the legislation should 
apply to it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130116w0001.htm#130
11643000586  
 

Organs: Donors 
Jonathan Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Health (1) whether he plans to bring 
forward legislative proposals on presumed consent for organ transplants in England; and 
if he will make a statement; [137356] 
(2) what discussions he has had since July 2012 with Ministers in the Welsh Government 
on proposals to introduce presumed consent into the organ donation system in Wales; 
and if he will make a statement; [137357] 
(3) what assessment he has made of the potential effect of measures in the Human 
Transplantation (Wales) Bill on organ donations and transplants in England; and if he will 
make a statement. [137358] 

Dr Poulter: There are no plans to bring forward legislative proposals on presumed 
consent for organ transplants in England. In 2008, the Organ Donation Taskforce 
considered presumed consent in considerable detail looking at the clinical, 
communication,  cultural,  ethical, legal and practical aspects of opt-out legislation.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130116w0001.htm#13011643000586
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130116w0001.htm#13011643000586
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Their second report, ‘The potential impact of an opt-out system for organ 
donation’, published in November 2008, did not recommend introducing an opt-
out system at that time finding that while such a system might have the potential 
to deliver benefits, they were not confident its introduction would increase organ 
donor numbers. The taskforce felt there was some evidence that donor numbers 
may go down. For example, although the majority of faith and belief groups 
interviewed were positive about donation most were opposed to the introduction 
of opt-out legislation. 
Instead, the taskforce believed that a significant increase in donor rates could be 
achieved by acting on the recommendations in their first report, ‘Organs for 
Transplants’, published in January 2008, without the need for legislation and the 
costs and risks associated with introducing a new consent system. 
Implementation of the taskforce recommendations has seen United Kingdom 
donor numbers rise by 40% since then. 
The Explanatory Memorandum accompanying the draft Welsh Government 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill is not definite about the level of increase that 
is likely to occur with the introduction of opt-out legislation in Wales, but every 
additional donor could donate on average three organs to the UK pool for 
transplantation. 
Across the UK, we have made considerable progress over the last four years with 
a welcome significant improvement in organ donor rates. We wish to be certain 
that this progress can be maintained and discussions are ongoing with the Welsh 
Government looking at the policy, financial, operational and legal implications of 
their proposal on the UK donation programme. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0
005.htm#13011670000051  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many electoral observers from the UK he proposes will be present during parliamentary 
elections in Israel scheduled for 22 January 2013. [136556] 

Alistair Burt: The UK is not sending any official observers for the parliamentary 
elections in Israel on 22 January 2013. The British embassy in Tel Aviv will 
continue to follow the elections closely including visiting polling stations on the 
election day. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0
001.htm#13011669000071  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0005.htm#13011670000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0005.htm#13011670000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0001.htm#13011669000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130116/text/130116w0001.htm#13011669000071
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130116-
gc0001.htm#13011657000101  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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