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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Disclosure and Barring Service 
Baroness Scott of Needham Market: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
will levy a charge for users of the updating mechanism to the new Disclosure and Barring 
Service introduced by the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012; and whether they will 
consider making the updating service free to use for volunteers.[HL4010] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): The Government are committed to reducing barriers to employment 
and to volunteering. The disclosure and barring service (DBS) update service will 
help to achieve this aim by reducing the need for multiple or repeat applications 
by an individual. 
Applicants may subscribe voluntarily to the update service for a small annual fee. 
An announcement will be made shortly on whether the service will be free for 
volunteers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121213w0001.htm#121
21341000168  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Israel: Arab Citizens 
col 1201  The Lord Bishop of Exeter: … I have met many people of all communities on 
the ground, and over the years have witnessed a radical change in the composition and 
culture of Israeli society, with one element of this being increased inequality and 
discrimination faced by Israel's Arab citizens. However, I have also seen directly, and 
wish publicly to affirm, the work of those organisations, including those that are Israeli, 
working to combat such discrimination and inequality. …  
: this debate merely surfaces an ongoing debate in many Jewish circles, in Israel and 
here. That debate concerns a widening gap in Israeli society between law and practice. 
In law, Israeli Arabs enjoy full equality and are endowed with the full spectrum of 
democratic rights.  It is  also  the case  that  Israeli Arab citizens have made considerable  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121213w0001.htm#12121341000168
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121213w0001.htm#12121341000168
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social and economic progress in recent years. Mortality rates have fallen by nearly two-
thirds over the past few decades, while life expectancy has risen and infant mortality 
rates have been slashed. 
However, in practice there are many areas of life where Israeli Arabs are systematically 
disadvantaged. While Israel's declaration of independence and basic laws purport to 
enshrine certain rights for Israel's non-Jewish citizens, there is no explicit constitutional 
right to equality. Israel is yet to reconcile the tension between its identity as a Jewish 
state and its claim to be a democracy with equal rights for all. This means that non-Jews 
are effectively, in many respects, second-class citizens, denied the full rights which their 
Jewish co-citizens enjoy. …  
A UN report in 2003 suggested that Arab citizens, despite their 20%-plus population 
share, privately own just 3.5% of the state's total land, while Arab municipalities had 
jurisdiction over only 2.5% of the total area of the state. In Galilee, despite a 72% share 
of the population, just 16% of the land is owned by Arab municipalities. Since 1961, there 
have been 291 new Jewish localities compared with, at most, 25 new non-Jewish ones. It 
is estimated that Arab citizens of Israel are, in practice, blocked from purchasing or 
leasing land on around 80% of the land in Israel on the basis of their ethnic identity. …  
In recent years, the Knesset has passed a raft of discriminatory legislation. … Since 
[2009] each Knesset session has been replete with overtly racist Bills that have helped 
further to alienate Israel's non-Jewish citizens. … 

 

col 1205  Lord Warner: … Those of us who regularly raise our concerns about the 
treatment of Palestinians within Israel and the Occupied Territories are regularly accused 
of a lack of balance, or told of Israel's right to defend itself, or reminded of the firing of 
rockets by Hamas into civilian areas. The disproportionately high levels of Palestinian 
deaths and casualties, compared with those suffered by Israelis, are consistently and 
conveniently overlooked. …  
The Library's excellent briefing for this debate identified some of the documentary 
evidence of Israeli abuses of civic rights and protection of its own citizens. The variety of 
the sources-UN, US state department, FCO, international human rights organisations, 
and brave Israeli internal organisations ashamed of their own Government's behaviour-
all lend testimony to the same set of messages … We are spoilt for�choice as to which 
pieces of documentary evidence we want to alight on. It is striking how little independent 
counterevidence the Library has been able to find in assembling its excellent briefing. … 
they did identify abuses of human rights within Gaza and the Palestinian authorities, but 
these abuses were modest by comparison with this particular catalogue. …  

 

col 1208  Lord Steel of Aikwood: … we do not talk to representatives of Hamas. Why is 
that? It is even worse now because… it has actually been elected in Gaza. … Against 
that background, it is not surprising that we have seen the appalling launching of rockets 
against the southern part of Israel …  
The right reverend Prelate gave us many statistics to illustrate the discrimination between 
Jewish and Arab citizens in Israel. These statistics are agonisingly familiar to those of us 
who have followed events in South Africa over many years. … the resettlement of some 
Arab citizens from Jerusalem to the West Bank is reminiscent of the Group Areas Act of 
the apartheid regime. The separate roads in the West Bank used by Israelis and 
Palestinians to travel are a reminder of the public transport arrangements in apartheid 
South Africa. …  

 

col 1210  Lord Bew: … The Jewish state, like the Irish Catholic state, accepts and has 
always accepted, as noble Lords have conceded, a responsibility towards its minorities; 
but as both states have shown, given the importance of one group in the raison d'être of 
the state, it is a responsibility which is not always easy to discharge. …  
… it is widely accepted that by certain criteria which are supposed to be important to us 
in the West-freedom of speech, women's rights, gay rights, the protection of educational 
opportunity-Israel is a beacon in the region, far ahead of any other country. … George 
Karra, a Christian Arab, was the presiding judge in the trial of a former Israeli President.  
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It is inconceivable in any other country in the region that a member of a religious minority 
could play such a role. …  
… the magazine Kul Al-Arab carried out a survey of Israeli Arabs in towns adjacent to the 
West Bank and, consistently and by a large majority, those people resisted transfer to 
Arab rule. What is that telling us? Is it a meaningless finding? It cannot be; it tells us 
something about what life is like, for all its difficulties, in being an Arab under Israeli rule. 
Only last year the Council on Foreign Relations-a distinguished body in New York-and 
Princeton University carried out a poll in Jerusalem which asked its Arabs how they 
would stand on this matter. They discovered that a large slice of the Arabs in Jerusalem 
would prefer to remain in Israel. …  

 

col 1212  Lord Parekh: … There is constant talk in any negotiations about voluntary 
transfer or expulsion and territorial exchanges which treats Arab citizens of Israel as if 
they are dispensable-not a permanent part of Israel but one that can be got rid of in any 
negotiations. … One might also look at the national anthem of Israel, which speaks very 
movingly, of course, of Zion and the yearning of the Jewish soul. That is fine, but imagine 
how you would feel singing the national anthem �if you were an Israeli Palestinian? …  
When one talks about a Jewish state … what does one mean: a state of the Jews, by the 
Jews, for the Jews? It cannot possibly be that, because Israelis are already committed to 
some form of democracy. It could be "of" the Jews, but not just "by" them because there 
are Arabs; it cannot just be "for" the Jews, because it is committed to the benefit of all. I 
am not trying to preach, but I simply suggest that Israelis need to resolve this tension at 
the heart of their identity. …  

 

col 1214  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … in 2010 Israel approved a $220 million five-year 
development plan for 13 Arab cities and towns, including $30 million for the expansion of 
public transportation. The plan is actually being implemented by the Authority for the 
Economic Development for Arab, Druze and Circassian Sectors, based in the Israeli 
Prime Minister's Office, and is focused on 12 specific Arab and Druze localities … In July 
2012, the Israeli Government launched a new affirmative action campaign to encourage 
companies, especially in the high-tech sector, to employ Israeli Arabs, with the 
Government contributing 25% of their salary. …  
This is all against a background of Khaled Meshaal, the Hamas leader, on his very recent 
visit to Gaza, referring to the liberation of Palestine in Ramallah, Jerusalem, Haifa and 
Jaffa while the crowds yelled, "Hit, hit Tel Aviv". This is also at a time when 40,000 have 
been killed in Syria without a demonstration in the UK. Nor were there Motions in this 
House when Hamas shot men accused of being Israeli spies without even the pretence 
of a trial. …  
Arabs have served as elected representatives in the Knesset, … since Israel's first 
elections in 1949. There are currently 17 Israeli Arabs and Druze in the Knesset out of a 
Chamber of 120, although that is short of the 24 which under strict proportional terms 
would reflect the numbers of the Arab-Israeli population. There are many Israeli Arab 
judges. … Do noble Lords remember the amazing time-amazing to me and I am sure to 
everyone else-when Majalli Wahabi, a Druze, was the acting President of Israel? …  

 

col 1217  Lord Singh of Wimbledon: … Israel is not alone in the abuse of human rights. 
Palestinians, too, are frequently involved in gross abuses of the rights of other faiths. … 

 

col 1219  Lord Janner of Braunstone: … Although Israel is constantly working to try to 
merge the division between the Jewish and Arab communities, I am going to speak 
primarily about our British support to improve these issues. The United Kingdom Task 
Force is a wonderful organisation. It was established here in Britain to raise awareness of 
the issues relating to Israeli Arabs. It aims to deepen understanding of these matters 
among the United Kingdom Jewish community. That community is very centred on that 
concern. …  

 

col 1220  Lord Weidenfeld: … in my 36 years in your Lordships' House, the 
disproportion between debates questioning, through stern criticism, Israel's attitude to its 
Arab  citizens  and those  concerning the most  heinous  persecution  of  minorities in the  
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 Arab world is surely rather disquieting. I see, for instance, no debate scheduled on the 
gruesome persecution of Christians in Arab lands, the burning of Coptic churches, the 
maltreatment of members of missionary orders and the serious economic erosion of 
Christian communities, causing forced emigration. In contrast, I claim that the treatment 
of Palestinian Arabs, Muslims and Christians in Israel is not only more than correct but 
remarkable if you reach back into the history of the state and consider that on three 
occasions-1947, 1967 and 1973-Arab armies launched wars against Israel, not just for 
minor strategic frontier rectifications but for the wholesale destruction of the state and 
various forms of removal of its Jewish inhabitants. … Only a few days ago a Hamas 
leader pledged ever deadlier rocket attacks against Israel's most populated areas and 
vowed to reconquer Jerusalem, Haifa and Jaffa, which is a euphemism for Tel Aviv. … 
The number of Arab outpatients at the Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem often exceeds the 
number of Jewish citizens. In Rambam Hospital in Haifa-the biggest hospital in the north 
of Israel-30% of the doctors and 26% of the nurses are non-Jewish… a higher proportion 
than their actual representation in Israeli society. …  

 

col 1222  Baroness Uddin: … When we speak of the occupation of Palestine, we tend 
to encompass Gaza and rarely focus our sight on, nor are we aware of, the size and 
significance of the Arab Palestinian population living within Israel. … we hear little of the 
brutal repression and discrimination placed on them as citizens of Israel by Israelis …   
There are many significant strategies and devices being used to discriminate against the 
Arabs as well as against other ethnic minorities in Israel. … the cruel and deliberate 
discrimination which takes place in respect of the prevention of marriage between 
residents of the Arab-Israeli sector and their natural affiliates in Gaza and the West Bank 
…  
… less well known is how ingrained racism is in Israel; this is also perpetrated against 
Jews who come from the ethnic minority background of Falasha, … who have found 
themselves relegated to an underclass. … one report … suggests that health officials in 
Israel are subjecting many female Ethiopian immigrants to a controversial long-term birth 
control drug in what Israeli women's groups allege is a racist policy designed to reduce 
the number of black babies. …  

 

col 1224  Lord Hylton: … Israel sees Palestinians as temporary residents, alien and not 
indigenous. Palestinians sense Israeli animosity and police suspicion. There is a sense 
of dispossession …  

 

col 1225  Baroness Hussein-Ece: … in Israel the right to equality and freedom from 
discrimination is not explicitly enshrined in law as a constitutional right; nor is it protected 
by statute … A recent poll in Israel revealed that a majority of Israeli Jews believe that 
the Jewish state practises apartheid against Palestinians, with many openly supporting 
discriminatory policies against the country's Arab citizens. …  The definition of Israel as 
"the Jewish state" makes inequality a practical, political and ideological reality for 
Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, who are marginalised by and discriminated against by 
the state on the basis of their religious affiliations as non-Jews. …  

 

col 1231  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi):  … Israel's 
declaration of independence calls for the establishment of a Jewish state with equal 
social and political rights for all citizens irrespective of religion and race. However, 
successive Israeli Governments have acknowledged that Israel has not fully met its 
commitments with particular regard to the Israeli minority. … despite Israel's impressive 
economic performance in recent years, current indicators suggest that the economic 
situation of Israeli Arabs is static or worsening. …  
… there have been several positive changes … For example, there has been an increase 
in non-Jewish police recruitment, from 0.1 percent to 8.9 percent; better police liaison 
with Israeli Arab municipalities and community leaders; and an end to the use of live fire 
as a means of crowd control. … Nothing should be done to prejudice Israel's non-Jewish 
citizens  or to  discriminate  against  people  on the  basis of their race or religion. We are  
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deeply disturbed by instances of anti-Arab rhetoric or violence. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121213-
0002.htm#12121356000786  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
effects of deportation of residents from East Jerusalem on the prospects for long-term 
peace in that region.[HL3970] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious provocation 
likely to raise tensions and cause suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as 
being harmful to the peace process and in contravention of international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121213w0001.htm#121
21341000175  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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