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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (1) what 
recent representations he has received on the incidence of anti-Semitism at universities; 
and if he will make a statement; [R] [130812] 
(2) what recent reports he has received of the targeting by Islamic extremists of Israeli 
students at universities in (a) London, (b) Essex and (c) elsewhere in England; and if he 
will make a statement; [R] [130813] 
(3) what steps he is taking to protect Jewish students from expressions of anti-Semitism 
while at university; and if he will make a statement. [R] [130814] 

Mr Willetts: The Government abhors any form of racism. Anti-Semitism and 
intolerance have no place in our society and no place in higher education. Staff 
and students from all backgrounds, cultures and communities must be welcome in 
our higher education sector. 
I have received no recent representations about incidences of anti-Semitism at 
universities in England, or from the Union of Jewish Students, nor reports of 
incidents of Israeli students attending universities in London, Essex or elsewhere 
in England, being targeted by Islamic extremists. 
However, if any such incidents occur the Government expects universities to act 
swiftly to investigate and address them. The Government expects institutions to 
vigorously tackle intolerance on campus when it arises. Universities themselves 
hold the responsibility in this area and they have the tools to tackle intolerance. 
The UK has in place one of the strongest legislative frameworks to protect people 
from harassment and abuse, and specifically racial or religious persecution. This 
framework provides protection to the Jewish community alongside other ethnic 
and religious groups. It also provides protection on the grounds of nationality. As 
independent organisations, higher education institutions are directly accountable 
for compliance with the law and hold the primary responsibility for ensuring that 
their staff and students are not subject to threatening or abusive behaviour on 
campus. 
In addition to legal requirements, institutions have access to a range of practical 
guidance, developed by organisations such as the Equality Challenge Unit, 
Universities UK, and the National Union of Students for example, to help them 
ensure fair treatment of their staff and students, and to help them deal effectively 
with instances of  intolerance,  racism  and  harassment  in  their  institutions.  The  
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sector's own guidance gives institutions a practical framework to apply to their 
own individual circumstances. 
I have met the Union of Jewish Students to discuss anti-Semitism in higher 
education and assured them that the Government continues to take this issue 
seriously, and expects universities to use the tools they have to tackle anti-
Semitism. 
In my visit to Israel in 2011 I also was very clear that English universities remain 
welcoming places for students of all nationalities, and Britain is a place where 
Jewish students can study or research in a peaceful and safe manner. 
We have seen a fall in the number of anti-Semitic incidents in higher education, 
from 44 in 2010 to 27 in 2011, according the Community Security Trust. However, 
no incident is acceptable in higher education, or elsewhere. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
002.htm#1212114000007  
 

Same-sex Marriage in Churches 
Edward Leigh: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities if she will make a 
statement on same-sex marriage in churches. 

The Minister for Women and Equalities (Maria Miller): Following the 
Government’s consultation, which looked at how to allow same-sex couples to 
marry, we will put forward to the House tomorrow our plans on how we intend to 
legislate. Our position remains that we firmly support marriage. It is one of the 
most important institutions we have in our country. The Government should not 
stop people getting married unless there are very good reasons for doing so, and I 
do not believe that being gay is one of them. 
In respecting the rights of gay couples to have access to civil marriage, we also 
fully respect the rights of religious institutions when they state that they do not 
wish to carry out same-sex marriages. Freedom of religious belief is as important 
as equality. The views that people of faith hold should not be marginalised and 
should be fully respected. I would never introduce a Bill that encroaches on 
religious freedom or that could force religious organisations or religious ministers 
to conduct same-sex marriages. 
The case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the rights as set out in 
the European convention on human rights put protection of religious belief in that 
matter beyond doubt. The Government’s legal position confirmed that, with 
appropriate legislative drafting, the chance of a successful legal challenge through 
domestic or European courts is negligible. I have therefore asked the 
Government’s lawyers to ensure that that is the case here. … 

 

Yvette Cooper: … Freedom of religion rightly means that no church or religious 
organisation should be required to hold same-sex marriages, so can the right hon. Lady 
confirm that that will be in the Bill? Freedom of religion also means that people of faiths 
such as the Quakers, the Unitarians and others who want to be able to celebrate same-
sex marriage should be able to do so. … Can she confirm that the Government will 
include that, too, in the Bill that she brings forward? … 
Marriage is not the preserve of any individual faith or organisation. Civil marriage is about 
the way the state views and values long-term relationships, and the state should not 
discriminate. … 

Maria Miller: … safeguards are incredibly important for those who have deep-
seated religious beliefs in this area. As I have said, I believe that the case law of 
the European Court of Human Rights and rights under the European convention 
will put protection of religious belief beyond doubt. … 

 

Sir Gerald Kaufman: … parts of the law on marriage are opaque and that the right of 
places of worship to refuse to marry a man and a woman exists, although it can be 
challenged. In the Jewish religion,  a synagogue  may well  refuse  to  marry a man and a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
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woman if it doubts the validity of either partner’s conversion to Judaism. Am I right that 
she is seeking not to force any place of worship to marry somebody in a same-sex 
partnership, as she has made clear, but to protect places of worship that refuse to do so? 

Maria Miller: The right hon. Gentleman is right that what I am trying to set out is 
that the Government respect all religious institutions’ right to determine whom they 
marry within their precincts. I have set that out as my priority, as has the Prime 
Minister this weekend and last summer. … 

 

Julian Brazier: Will my right hon. Friend reassure us that whatever is announced 
tomorrow, no teacher will face prosecution or civil action as a result of espousing a 
Christian view of marriage? 

Maria Miller: … I can confirm that nothing will change what children are taught. 
Teachers will be able to describe their belief that marriage is between a man and 
a woman, while acknowledging that same-sex marriage will be available. … 

 

Robert Halfon: This country has found it hard to resist prisoner voting, despite the 
majority of the House having voted against it, so can my right hon. Friend appreciate that 
many hundreds of my constituents from faith groups are understandably concerned 
about legal challenge? 

Maria Miller: My hon. Friend is right to bring up the issue of prisoner voting—it is 
something that many in the House feel strongly about—but it is not the same as 
marriage. The European convention on human rights contains clear protections 
for religious belief, and the fact that marriage is at the heart of many religious 
institutions’ beliefs means that it is clearly protected. As I have said, we believe 
that rulings in European case law have put this matter beyond doubt. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/debtext/12121
0-0001.htm#1212108000002  

 
 

Home Office 

Equal marriage 
The government has published its response to the consultation on equal civil marriage 
conducted earlier this year. … 
The government's response outlines our intention to bring forward legislation: 

 enable same-sex couples to have a civil marriage ceremony 
 enable those religious organisations that wish to conduct same-sex marriage 

ceremonies to do so on a permissive basis only 
 provide explicit legal protections for religious organisations that will allow them to 

continue to operate unhindered within their doctrines and beliefs as they do now 
 retain civil partnerships for same-sex couples only 
 enable existing civil partners to convert their partnership to a marriage if they wish 
 enable individuals to change their legal gender without having to end their 

marriage 
No religious organisation will be forced to marry same-sex couples and there will be a 
'quadruple lock' of protections in the legislation to underpin this. 
Key protections 

 we will make it explicitly clear in the legislation that no religious organisation or 
individual minister can be compelled to marry same-sex couples or to permit their 
premises to be used for this purpose 

 we will devise an 'opt-in' system where same-sex couples can only marry 
according to religious rites on religious premises where the governing religious 
body has expressly consented; and the legislation will make it clear that no law 
requires any religious organisations to opt in to that system 

 we will also amend the Equality Act 2010 so that no discrimination claims can be 
brought against religious organisations or individual ministers for refusing to marry  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/debtext/121210-0001.htm#1212108000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/debtext/121210-0001.htm#1212108000002
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a same-sex couple or allowing their premises to be used for this purpose 
 the legislation will not apply to the Church of England (or Church in Wales) so that 

they will not be able in law to marry same-sex couples and will not be able to opt in 
to do so without further changes to primary legislation. Therefore, there will be no 
interference with the Church of England's Canon law 

http://homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/lgbt/equal-marriage/  
 
Equal civil marriage: factsheet 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/factsheet?view=Binary  
 

 

Ministry of Justice 

Evidence and Practice Review of support for victims and outcome measurement 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-
research/evidence-practice-review-support-for-victims-outcome-measurement.pdf 
 
Measuring outcomes for victims of crime: A resource 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-
research/measuring-outcomes-for-victims-of-crime.pdf  
 

 

Cabinet Office 

Government cuts red tape to make it easier to run a charity 
From today charity trustees can apply to set up a new form of charity – Charitable 
Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) – which will make it easier for people to set up and 
run a charity and protect them from being personally liable if the organisation runs into 
financial problems … 
Charity trustees are the unpaid volunteers who are in charge of charities.  However, in 
most charities the trustees can be held personally liable for any debts of the charity.  In 
order to protect their trustees, charities have previously had to register as companies, but 
this is time consuming, bureaucratic and costly for small and medium sized charities. It 
has meant that in most cases only the larger charities have been able to provide this 
protection by registering as a company. 
The Government is determined to make it easier to run a charity which is why it is has 
changed the rules so that people will be able to apply to set up as a CIO.  CIO’s are a 
new form of charity and mean that the charity itself can enter into contracts and hold 
property and its trustees will normally have limited or no liability for any of its debts. It will 
significantly cut administration costs and be a welcome boost to the voluntary sector. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/government-cuts-red-tape-make-it-easier-run-
charity  
 

 

Scottish Government 

Racist incidents recorded by the police 
Scotland’s Chief Statistician today published Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in 
Scotland, 2011-12. … 

 The number of racist incidents recorded by the police in Scotland has increased for 
the first time in five years with 5,389 incidents recorded in 2011-12, 10% higher 
than the 4,911 incidents recorded in 2010-11. 

 

http://homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/lgbt/equal-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/factsheet?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/factsheet?view=Binary
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/evidence-practice-review-support-for-victims-outcome-measurement.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/evidence-practice-review-support-for-victims-outcome-measurement.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/measuring-outcomes-for-victims-of-crime.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/research-and-analysis/moj-research/measuring-outcomes-for-victims-of-crime.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/government-cuts-red-tape-make-it-easier-run-charity
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/government-cuts-red-tape-make-it-easier-run-charity
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 There were 6,472 crimes recorded as part of a racist incident in 2011-12, an 
increase of 5% on the 6,173 recorded in 2010-11. Note that there may be more 
than one crime recorded as part of a racist incident. 

 Of those who were victims of a racist incident, 34% were aged 26 to 35 years, 
compared to 13% who were aged 20 or under (where age and gender was 
known). Males were more likely to be a victim of a racist incident (17 per 10,000 
population) than females (6 per 10,000 population). 

 In 2011-12, where ethnic origin of the victim was known, 44% of victims were of 
Asian origin (which comprises Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Chinese or other 
Asian), the largest group being Pakistani (23%). The second largest ethnic group 
of victims of racist incidents in 2011-12 was White British. 

 In 2011-12, 40% of perpetrators of racist incidents were aged 20 or under (where 
age and gender was known). 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/racistincidents11122012  
 
Rise in racist incidents ‘disappointing’ 
… Ms Cunningham said: “I am very disappointed to see an increase in the number of 
racist incidents recorded by police. It is all the more disheartening given the downward 
trend observed in recent years. However, we know that this is not always due to an 
increased number of crimes taking place, but can instead be attributed to individuals and 
communities being better engaged with the police and having more confidence to report 
perpetrators of such crimes, and that when reporting a crime their complaint will be taken 
seriously.  …   
“Regardless of the reasons for the increase, we must continue with the work we are doing 
to tackle racism and hatred in all its forms whilst constantly looking at new ways of getting 
across the message to the next generation of young Scots. Along with tough enforcement 
through record numbers of police officers on our streets, community engagement and 
education is driving home the message that there is no place for racism of any kind in 
Scotland.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/racism11122012  
 
Racist incidents recorded by the police in Scotland, 2011-12 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410290.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what the value was of UK trade with Israel in each of the last five years. [132452] 

Alistair Burt: According to UK Trade and Industry reports, the UK value of trade 
with Israel is broken down by UK export and imports to Israel by the following 
figures: 

£ million 
  UK exports UK imports 
2007 1,760 1,362 
2008 1,855 1,446 
2009 1,731 1,394 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/racistincidents11122012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/racism11122012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410290.pdf
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2010 2,064 1,901 
2011 2,511 2,092 

The figures for 2012 are not available until 2013. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
001.htm#12121031000009  
 

Overseas Students: Israel 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
estimate he has made of the number of Israeli students in universities in England; what 
subjects such students are studying; what steps he 
(a) is taking and 
(b) plans to take in each of the next two years to promote such universities in Israel; and 
if he will make a statement. [R] [130793] 

Mr Willetts: The latest available information on Israeli domiciled enrolments at 
English higher education institutions broken down by subject area is shown in the 
following table for the academic year 2010/11. Information for the 2011/12 
academic year will become available from the Higher Education Statistics Agency 
in January 2013. 

Israeli domiciled (1) enrolmentsl (2) by subject of study. English higher 
education institutions. Academic year 2010/11 
Subject area Enrolments 
Medicine and dentistry 10 
Subjects allied to medicine 25 
Biological sciences 40 
Veterinary science 0 
Agriculture and related subjects 0 
Physical sciences 25 
Mathematical sciences 5 
Computer science 10 
Engineering and technology 30 
Architecture, building and planning 10 
Total STEM 155 
   
Social studies 85 
Law 45 
Business and administrative studies 85 
Mass communications and documentation 15 
Languages 15 
Historical and philosophical studies 25 
Creative arts and design 75 
Education 50 
Combined 5 
Total non-STEM 395 
Total 545 
(1) Domicile refers to a students permanent or home address prior to entry of 
the course. (2) Covers students in all years of study. Notes: 1. Figures are 
based on a HESA standard registration population and have been rounded up 
or down to the nearest multiple of five, so components may not sum to totals. 2. 
Subject information is shown as Full Person Equivalents (FPEs) in the table. 
FPEs are derived by splitting student instances between the different subjects 
that make up their course aim. Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency 
(HESA) Student Record. 
The Government promotes UK education through a range of channels,  including  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000009
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the Education UK website, managed by the British Council 
www.educationuk.org/UK/A-UK-education  
Through ministerial engagement with our overseas counterparts the Government 
is supporting the UK HE sector to develop partnerships between UK and Israel. 
British Council strategy for higher education is to promote bilateral links, in 
particular in research and does not promote any UK university in particular. British 
Council have facilitated and supported visits for international officers from a few 
UK universities to scope potential links and partnerships and seeded links 
between Nottingham and the Technion, Southampton and Tel Aviv university. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
002.htm#1212114000010  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the his counterpart in the Palestinian Authority 
on tackling incitement within the school system and in the Palestinian media. [132451] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government strongly condemns the use of racist and 
hateful language. We deplore incitement on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, including any comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice in a region 
that needs a culture of peace and mutual respect. 
We raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian Authority and Israel 
whenever we feel this appropriate. We await the US-funded comprehensive 
independent investigation into Palestinian and Israeli school textbooks, which is 
being conducted by a joint Israeli and Palestinian research team. We will be 
reviewing their findings and recommendations with our US and EU counterparts. 
Officials from the British Consulate General in Jerusalem have raised concerns 
with the head of the News Department at Palestine TV who stressed that they 
have strict instructions from the highest Palestinian authorities to prevent the 
broadcasting of any material that promotes incitement or hatred. 

Hywel Williams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to dissuade the Israeli Government from withholding tax and 
customs revenues from the Palestinian authority. [132984] 

Alistair Burt: I summoned the Israeli ambassador to the UK to the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office on 3 December, to underline the depth of our concerns 
about Israel's decision to build 3,000 new housing units in East Jerusalem and the 
west bank, to unfreeze planning in the area known as E1 and to withhold tax 
revenue from the Palestinian Authority. We have called on the Israeli Government 
to reverse these decisions.  With regard to the decision on withholding of tax 
revenues, we have also underlined how counterproductive this is given the impact 
oh the Palestinian Authority's ability to function and provide security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
001.htm#12121031000012  
 

Middle East 
Hywel Williams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he has taken to persuade the Israeli Government to lift the blockade of Gaza. 
[132921] 

Alistair Burt: We welcome the recent ceasefire ending hostilities in Gaza. The 
priority now is to build on the ceasefire and ensure more open access to and from 
Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian assistance and an end to weapons 
smuggling. We support the ongoing negotiations in Egypt and continue to press 
these points in contacts with the Israeli Government and other international 
partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
001.htm#12121031000010  
 

http://www.educationuk.org/UK/A-UK-education
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0001.htm#12121031000010
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Middle East Peace Process 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they will support the peace 
process in the Middle East if negotiations are renewed.[HL3801] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): In our 
view, the priority must be for the new US Administration to lead a major push to 
restart negotiations. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has said to US 
Secretary of State Clinton that such an effort would need to be more intense than 
anything seen since the Oslo Peace Accords and it should be backed by a more 
active role for European nations. This week's announcement of further 
settlements underlines the need for urgent progress. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#121
2106000313  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel regarding continuing dialogue with Hamas, following the 
jointly-negotiated ceasefire.[HL3800]  

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
pleased that the ceasefire is currently holding and negotiations are ongoing in 
Cairo. The priority now must be to build on the ceasefire and to address the 
underlying causes of the conflict, including more open access to and from Gaza 
for trade as well as humanitarian assistance, and an end to the smuggling of 
weapons. While we are not involved in these negotiations, we continue to 
underline our support for them in contacts with the Israeli Government. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel regarding immunity from prosecution for war 
crimes.[HL3802] 

Baroness Warsi: Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials in London and at 
our embassy in Tel Aviv have discussed the changes contained in the Police 
Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, which amended the procedure of 
applications for arrest warrants in respect of offences of universal jurisdiction, with 
representatives of the Israeli Government on a number of occasions. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many joint demarches have been 
made by the European Union to the Government of Israel in 2012, and in each of the 
previous two years; and in which cases these have led to a change in Israeli policies and 
practices.[HL3857] 

Baroness Warsi: According to records available, the European Union has made 
three formal demarches to the Government of Israel in 2012, eight in 2011 and 
one in 2010. The demarches covered a range of topics including East Jerusalem, 
Area C and human rights issues. 
Many factors play a role in shaping Israeli policies and practices. Some of these 
demarches have had some impact. Others have arguably not. However we will 
continue to make our views on issues that concern us extremely clear. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will support the proposed 
European Union travel ban on Israeli settlers convicted or accused of violent 
acts.[HL3896] 

Baroness Warsi: The proposal that the noble Lord refers to is an internal EU 
document. It is UK policy not to comment on leaked documents. 
We have serious concerns at the increase in violence by extremist Israeli settlers 
against ordinary Palestinians and Palestinian property. This concern is shared by 
our EU partners and we work closely with European partners on this issue. In May  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000313
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000313
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2012 EU Foreign Ministers condemned continuous settler violence and deliberate 
provocations against Palestinian civilians. Our embassy in Tel Aviv has repeatedly 
raised our concerns about incidents of settler violence and intimidation, including 
the importance of bringing those responsible to justice and that the Israel security 
forces provide appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population, with, 
among others, the Israeli Attorney-General, Defence Minister and the Israeli 
Prime Minister's office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#121
2106000310  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they will hold with 
the Government of Israel concerning the rebuilding of the Palestinian Paralympic 
Committee offices and training infrastructure. [HL3803] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
not planning any discussions with the Israeli Government regarding this issue. 
The UK is working closely with the UN, which are leading the international 
response to the humanitarian situation in Gaza, to ensure an accurate 
assessment of needs and an appropriate response. 
The UK is the fourth largest donor to UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees in the Near East and it is continuing to provide health and social 
services to the population of Gaza. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what information they have received 
about the present whereabouts of members and the secretary-general of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council and others reported as arrested on 25 November; and whether they 
will make representations to the Government of Israel about their release, or bail, if any 
of them have been charged.[HL3895] 

Baroness Warsi: We have not received any information about the present 
whereabouts of members and the Secretary-General of the Palestinian Legislative 
Council and others as reported on 25 November. We are following up via our 
consulate-general in Jerusalem. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises the issue of prisoners in Israeli prisons, 
including elected members of the Palestinian Legislative Council who have been 
previously arrested. We continue to call on the Israeli Government to take 
immediate action to ensure that all such cases are reviewed by a court in 
accordance with fair procedures, and that detainees' rights are upheld, particularly 
with regard to fair trial and family visits. All prisoners should have access to a fair 
trial, and Israel should ensure that it acts always in accordance with international 
law. We will continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities and to issue 
statements when appropriate. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
withholding of Palestinian tax revenues by Israel; and what representations they will 
make to the Government of Israel on the matter.[HL3918] 

Baroness Warsi: We have condemned the Israeli Government's decisions to 
withhold tax revenue from the Palestinian Authority, build 3,000 new housing units 
in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, to unfreeze planning in the area known as 
El. We have called on the Israeli Government to reverse these decisions. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
formally summoned the Israeli ambassador to the UK to the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office on 3 December, to make our concerns known. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#121
2106000311  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000310
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000310
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000311
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000311
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Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice, if any, the Foreign 
Secretary has received from his legal advisers as to whether Palestine satisfies the 
conditions of statehood in international law. [HL3799] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
recognises the progress the Palestinian leadership has made on state-building. 
We consider that Palestine largely fulfils the criteria for UN membership, including 
statehood, in so far as the occupation allows. However, this assessment is 
inseparable from the political context. The UK supports the principle of Palestinian 
statehood but a Palestinian state will only be brought into reality when the 
occupation comes to an end through agreement between both sides. The UK will 
continue to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state building efforts, 
assisting the Palestinians to tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their 
economy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#121
2106000316 
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have received any 
information regarding the use of depleted uranium or white phosphorus, or other 
weapons capable of causing internal wounds without damaging the surface of the body, 
during the recent bombardment of the Gaza Strip.[HL3858] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not received any reports or information regarding the use of depleted 
uranium, white phosphorous or other weapons capable of causing internal 
damage without inflicting external damage during the recent Gaza conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#121
2106000300  
 
 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister announces Saul Klein as UK Tech Envoy to Israel 
Prime Minister David Cameron today announced the appointment of Saul Klein as the 
UK’s tech envoy to Israel. Mr Klein will promote the growing UK-Israel tech partnership 
between the two countries, working with the recently established UK Israel Tech Hub and 
UK Israel Tech Council. He will lead UK tech missions to Israel, bring Israeli start-ups to 
Britain, and host tech events in both countries; helping UK tech business to compete and 
thrive in the global race. … 
Mr Cameron said: “We want to work much more closely with Israel on innovation and 
technology, that’s why a year ago we launched the UK-Israel tech hub at our Embassy to 
link up with UK Israel Business, the Israeli Embassy here in London and countless 
talented young people in both our countries. …” 
… Israel is a global powerhouse of innovation, with more start-ups per head than 
anywhere else in the world.  The UK is a natural partner for Israeli tech entrepreneurs, 
offering access to the world’s strongest financial centre, world-class professional and 
creative sectors, some of the world’s top companies, and a thriving tech community 
emerging out of world-class academic institutions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/saul-klein-as-uk-tech-envoy-to-israel/  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000316
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000316
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000300
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210w0001.htm#1212106000300
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/saul-klein-as-uk-tech-envoy-to-israel/
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Department for International Development 

Gaza conflict: Medical aid and shelter for thousands 
… New British support will provide medical aid, temporary shelter and help with rebuilding 
damaged homes for around 85,000 people affected by the recent violence in Gaza, 
International Development Minister Alan Duncan announced today. 
Mr Duncan promised £1.25 million in new support as he became the first British minister 
to visit Gaza since the ceasefire entered into force on 21 November.  
Speaking during his visit, Alan Duncan said: "Ordinary people in Gaza and in Israel have 
had their lives turned upside down by the recent conflict. We were deeply saddened by 
the lives lost on both sides. While the violence continued, existing UK funding helped 
trusted partners such as UNRWA and the World Food Programme provide health and 
education services and distribute food in the face of incredibly challenging conditions. 
This new funding will help meet the most immediate needs of those injured, made 
homeless or otherwise affected by the conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/News/Latest-news/2012/British-medical-aid-and-shelter-gaza-conflict/  

 
 

European Union 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
… 2.  … There will be no sustainable peace until the Palestinians' aspirations for 
statehood and sovereignty and those of Israelis for security are fulfilled through a 
comprehensive negotiated peace based on the two-state solution. … 
3.  The European Union is deeply dismayed by and strongly opposes Israeli plans to 
expand settlements in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, and in particular 
plans to develop the E1 area. … The European Union reiterates that settlements are 
illegal under international law and constitute an obstacle to peace. … 
4.  … the European Union reiterates that it will not recognise any changes to the pre-
1967 borders, including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the parties. 
The European Union expresses its commitment to ensure that – in line with international 
law – all agreements between the State of Israel and the European Union must 
unequivocally and explicitly indicate their inapplicability to the territories occupied by 
Israel in 1967, namely the Golan Heights, the West Bank including East Jerusalem, and 
the Gaza Strip. … 
5.  The European Union calls on Israel to avoid any step undermining the financial 
situation of the Palestinian Authority. … 
6.  On 29 November, the UN General Assembly voted in favour of resolution 
A/RES/67/19 on the granting of non-member observer State status in the United Nations 
to Palestine. The European Union calls on the Palestinian leadership to use 
constructively this new status and not to undertake steps which would deepen the lack of 
trust and lead further away from a negotiated solution.  
7.  … Fully recognising Israel's legitimate security needs, the European Union reiterates 
its call for the immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of 
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons to and from the Gaza Strip …   Equally, 
the issue of illegal weapons’ transfer into the Gaza Strip has to be effectively addressed 
as a matter of urgency. … 
8.  The European Union reiterates its call for intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind the 
strong leadership of President Mahmoud Abbas … 
9.  The European Union reiterates its fundamental commitment to the security of Israel … 
To read the full text of the statement see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/134140.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/News/Latest-news/2012/British-medical-aid-and-shelter-gaza-conflict/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/134140.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 

Joint Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201213/jtselect/jtdraftcomuni/79/79.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-
0001.htm#1212107000692  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-
0002.htm#12121036000218 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/ml049-iiir.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/ml049-iv.htm  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Select Committee on the Constitution Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/ldconst/86/86.pdf  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Committee consideration: Stage 1: Approach to Scrutiny 
cols [164] to [205] 
[179] … the list of oral evidence possibilities currently includes the Muslim Council of 
Wales, the South Wales Jewish Representative Council and Inter-faith Wales. … 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201213/jtselect/jtdraftcomuni/79/79.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-0001.htm#1212107000692
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-0001.htm#1212107000692
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-0002.htm#12121036000218
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121210-0002.htm#12121036000218
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/ml049-iiir.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/ml049-iv.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/ldconst/86/86.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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[195] … Our normal expectation of witnesses is that they come here and provide us with 
the perspective of the organisation that they represent. So, a Royal College of Nursing 
witness will tell us what the RCN thinks about something. Are we going to ask umbrella 
organisations to provide evidence of a rather different sort? So, rather than them coming to 
give us the Cytûn line on something, for example, we will say explicitly, ‘We know that 
within your membership, there are various views. So, when you come to give evidence, we 
expect you do explain to the committee what those different strands are and why your 
different constituent organisations have varying views on this topic.’ So, rather than 
expecting them to have just the one perspective, they come deliberately equipped to 
explain to us why there is a variety of views underneath that umbrella. Is it reasonable to 
ask them to do that? … 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s12215/5%20December%202012%20-
%20DRAFT.html?CT=2  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s12215/5%20December%202012%20-%20DRAFT.html?CT=2
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s12215/5%20December%202012%20-%20DRAFT.html?CT=2
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
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