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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Racism 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made as to 
whether there is a link between severe austerity periods and an increase in racial abuse 
and attacks.[HL3749] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): No assessment has been made of the relationship between the 
economy and racial abuse and attacks. Many factors influence crime rates and it 
is not possible to make simple links. 
There is no evidence from official statistics to suggest that there has been an 
increase in racial abuse and attacks in recent years. For example, the latest 
figures for the number of racist incidents (any incident which is perceived by the 
victim or any other person to be motivated by a hostility or prejudice based on a 
person's race or perceived race) reported to the police forces in England and 
Wales show a decrease of 8% between 2010-11 and 2011-12. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#121
20463000694  
 

Circumcision 
Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Attorney-General how many prosecutions have been 
brought against those alleged to have caused harm through the performance of home 
circumcisions in each of the last three years. [131239] 

The Solicitor-General: The Crown Prosecution Service does not hold central 
data reporting the number of prosecutions against people alleged to have caused 
harm through the performance of home circumcision. Such data could not be 
reasonably obtained locally or nationally other than by reviewing individual case 
files which would incur a disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/text/121204w0
001.htm#12120457000036  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions 
… Sheila Gilmore: I have listened carefully to the Foreign Secretary’s responses in 
relation to Israel and Palestine, but can he explain to us clearly what advantage was 
gained by Britain’s abstention in the recent UN vote on Palestinian recognition? 

Mr Hague: I think that we were right to argue that pressing a resolution at the 
United Nations at this juncture—at this very moment—could lead to fresh 
complications, that we were right to argue that its amendment would have 
mitigated the consequences, and that we are right to argue now that Israel should 
not expand settlements on occupied land. All those positions are, I believe, 
correct. …  

T3. [131127] Jenny Chapman (Darlington) (Lab): On trade with the middle east, what 
discussions have been held with the European Commission on the labelling of 
settlement goods? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): The EU is actively considering whether the voluntary 
labelling scheme that has been in existence in the United Kingdom for some time 
might be extended to other countries. This matter is frequently taken up by our 
representatives, and discussions are ongoing. …  

T6. [131131] Mr Ben Bradshaw (Exeter) (Lab): Is it not clear that the Netanyahu 
Government are completely impervious to words of condemnation or even the 
summoning of ambassadors, and that the time has come for action? Uncharacteristically, 
the Secretary of State dodged earlier questions about trade with the illegal settlements. 
Will he now take the lead in Europe by implementing a ban on all trade with the 
settlements, which, as he himself has repeated again in this House, are illegal? 

Mr Hague: My reaction to calls for economic sanctions of various kinds has not 
changed, but I also want to stress another point I made earlier: we will be 
discussing with other EU nations what our next steps will be, because the Israeli 
Government have not yet responded favourably to the representations we and 
other countries have made. We will be discussing that with other European 
Governments, therefore, but I would not want to raise the right hon. Gentleman’s 
hopes that there would be enthusiasm around the EU for such economic 
measures. … 

T7. [131133] Grahame M. Morris (Easington) (Lab): In the light of the increasing 
instability in the middle east and concerns about a possible nuclear arms race in the 
region, will the Foreign Secretary tell us what pressure the British Government are 
exerting on Israel to sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty? 

Mr Hague: This is a long-running issue, on top of all the other issues concerning 
Israel and the middle east that we have discussed today. Israel has maintained a 
position over decades of not signing the NPT. In the last review conference of the 
NPT we strongly encouraged that there should be a conference dedicated to the 
middle east, and a Finnish facilitator of that conference has now been appointed. 
Disappointingly, the conference is not taking place this year, but we hope it will 
take place soon. … 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow Central) (Lab): Actions speak louder than words and despite 
the Foreign Secretary’s comments that our vote last week at the UN made no difference 
to our negotiation position, I can assure him that the UK’s failure to back the Palestinian 
resolution has severely undermined our credibility in the middle east. What actions are 
the UK Government taking to end the growth of illegal settlements and end the siege and 
blockade on Gaza? 

Mr Hague:  I do not agree with the  hon. Gentleman.   I will  visit  the Gulf over the  
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weekend and I think that we will find that UK influence is as strong as it was. It has 
grown considerably in recent years, and that will continue. We are making efforts, 
which I have described throughout this Question Time, to support the work of the 
Egyptian Government on Gaza, to deliver an unequivocal message to Israel and 
to encourage all back into negotiations, including Palestinians, without 
preconditions. 

Mr David Ward (Bradford East) (LD): The Secretary of State constantly confirms that 
the occupation of Palestinian land is illegal under international law. What does he think 
the difference is in the mind of the Israeli Government between something lawful and 
something unlawful but unenforced by the international community? What is the 
difference? 

Mr Hague: I think the hon. Gentleman would have to direct that question to the 
Israeli Government. We are clear that the settlements are illegal and on occupied 
land, but we are also clear, as we have discussed in this House several times 
over the past few weeks, that we will resolve that only through a successful 
negotiation. I have not heard anybody argue that there is any other way to resolve 
it other than Israelis and Palestinians succeeding in negotiation together. We must 
encourage that process, which of course constrains us in many other things that 
people advocate that we do. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/12120
4-0001.htm#12120450000032  
 

Middle East 
7. Ann McKechin (Glasgow North) (Lab): What steps he is taking to encourage Israel 
to avoid civilian casualties in Gaza. [131106] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): During the recent Gaza conflict, I underlined to Israel the need to abide 
by international humanitarian law and avoid civilian casualties. I welcome the 
ceasefire reached on 21 November, and I am urging all parties to fulfil their 
commitments under that agreement. 

Ann McKechin: Although I welcome the ceasefire, does the Foreign Secretary share my 
concerns that UN figures show that since 2003 as many Gazans have died during 
periods of calm as they have during periods of conflict? That appears to show that there 
has been systemic failure by the Israelis in protecting civilians in Gaza. What he is going 
to do about that? 

Mr Hague: Of course we are concerned about the wider situation, including the 
humanitarian situation—I spoke a moment ago about the visit of the Department 
for International Development and the consul general.  
It is why we urge all parties concerned to take the opportunity that might arise 
from the tragic events of the past few weeks not only to observe the ceasefire but 
to go on to make agreements that will open up Gaza to trade and to development 
more effectively, and to end the smuggling of weapons into Gaza. If those things 
could be achieved, the situation would be much brighter for all the people of 
Gaza. 

Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): During the recent conflict, many of the rockets 
fired from Gaza never actually left Gaza and injured large numbers of Palestinians. At the 
same time, the tunnels between Gaza and Egypt appear to have reopened, allowing the 
Iranian-supplied missiles to be restocked in Hamas’s arsenal. What action is my right 
hon. Friend taking to stop that practice, so that conflict does not arise again? 

Mr Hague: My hon. Friend is quite right to draw attention to those factors. The 
answer is connected to the answer I gave a moment ago to the hon. Member for 
Glasgow North (Ann McKechin). There is an opportunity for Egyptian-led 
negotiations to bring the smuggling of weapons to an end, and to open up access 
into Gaza. That is an opportunity that all concerned must seize. We have strongly 
encouraged the Egyptian Foreign Minister in that work.  I congratulated him on the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000032
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night of the ceasefire on achieving that. The Under-Secretary, my hon. Friend the 
Member for North East Bedfordshire, who has responsibility for the middle east, 
has spoken to the Egyptians to encourage this—it is the way forward. 

Mr Frank Roy (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Lab): Will the Foreign Secretary tell the 
House what recent discussions he has had with the Russian Government in relation to 
Gaza and Syria? 

Mr Hague: I will be with the Russian Foreign Minister on several occasions this 
week, including in Dublin on Thursday at the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe summit, so I anticipate holding discussions with the Russians 
during the course of this week. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/12120
4-0001.htm#12120450000026  
 

Middle East 
2. Simon Hughes (Bermondsey and Old Southwark) (LD): What [the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs] Department’s priorities for the middle east 
are in 2013. [131101] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): My priority for the middle east is to support peace and stability by urging 
the United States, with the strong and active support of the EU, to take a decisive 
lead in pushing the peace process forward; ending the violence in Syria; securing 
a diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear question; and supporting democratic 
transitions in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya. 

Simon Hughes: I thank the Foreign Secretary for his commitment to those matters. 
Those of us who for the whole of our adult lives have been supporters of the state of 
Israel and of a state for Palestine were pleased by the decision of the United Nations last 
week, but dismayed by the response of the Israeli Government, who suggested that 
settlements should be built to the east of Jerusalem, effectively separating the two parts 
of the west bank. What does the Foreign Secretary think is the best way of getting the 
message through to the Israeli Government that that is neither the way to win friends nor 
the way to win peace? 

Mr Hague: My right hon. Friend is absolutely right in everything that he has just 
said. We summoned the Israeli ambassador to the Foreign Office yesterday to 
hear exactly that message from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Alistair Burt), who has responsibility for the middle east. If implemented, the plans 
that were announced on Friday would alter the situation on the ground on a scale 
that would make the two-state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital almost 
inconceivable, or certainly very difficult to implement. Much as we had misgivings, 
for some of the same reasons, about pressing for a resolution at the United 
Nations, we think that that was the wrong way for Israel to react. That message is 
coming loud and clear from all around Europe and the United States. 

Ian Austin (Dudley North) (Lab): Summoning the Israeli ambassador for a stage-
managed dressing down will achieve nothing and nor, quite frankly, will the isolation of 
Israel at the United Nations. Should Ministers not be redoubling their efforts to get 
Palestinians and Israelis who are prepared to talk to each other and who want to see 
peace to work together, because that is the only way we will achieve any progress 
towards a stable, two-state solution with a secure and safe Israel living peacefully 
alongside a viable and democratic Palestinian state? 

Mr Hague: I agree with the main point of the hon. Gentleman’s question, although 
I assure him that nothing that the my hon. Friend the Under-Secretary does is 
stage-managed. He imparted very clearly indeed the message that I think the 
whole House would agree with. The main point of the hon. Gentleman’s question 
is what I have expressed in all our discussions in the House over the past two 
weeks.  Despite  all the  events  of   past  week,  we  have   to achieve  a return to  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000026
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negotiations and we particularly need the United States to play its necessary role 
in that. That is the only way in which we will secure a Palestinian state alongside a 
secure Israel. 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind (Kensington) (Con): Does the Foreign Secretary agree that one 
urgent priority must be for his Department to do whatever it can to help to end the 
indiscriminate carnage of tens of thousands of Syrian civilians by their own regime? May 
I commend him for persuading his European colleagues that reviews of the current arms 
embargo must be held every three months and not every year, and will he give urgent 
consideration to persuading his European colleagues—and, indeed, the Government—at 
least to allow air defence equipment to be made available to those trying to protect 
civilian communities throughout Syria? 

Mr Hague: I am grateful to my right hon. and learned Friend. He is right: last week 
the Government persuaded colleagues in the European Union that rather than roll 
over all sanctions on Syria for 12 months, including the arms embargo, we should 
do so for three months to allow ourselves flexibility to respond to a changing 
situation. As he knows, I do not follow him all the way in saying that we should 
supply air defence equipment, although opposition groups in Syria are clearly 
acquiring a variety of anti-aircraft weapons. The Government will be intensifying 
further not only our humanitarian assistance but our diplomatic efforts—including 
with Russia—to try to find a way forward on Syria. 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): Is not the building of additional illegal 
settlements, in addition to settlements that already house 500,000 people, a blatant 
breach of international law, together with the theft by the Israeli Government of huge 
sums of tax revenues belonging to the Palestinians? When will we take action such as 
economic sanctions or an arms embargo against this rogue state that is committing 
criminal acts? 

Mr Hague: The settlements are illegal and on occupied land, and the latest 
announcement undermines Israel’s international reputation and creates doubts 
about its stated commitment to achieving peace with the Palestinians. The 
Government have, of course, strongly advised Israel to reverse that decision. I 
spoke to the Israeli Foreign and Defence Ministers over the weekend, in addition 
to what the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire, has done. We must 
remember, however, the point made by the hon. Member for Dudley North (Ian 
Austin): only successful negotiation will resolve this issue, and that will require the 
willing participation of Israel as well as the Palestinians. 

Martin Horwood (Cheltenham) (LD): What discussions has the Foreign Secretary had 
with our European partners following the General Assembly vote and Israel’s extremely 
regrettable response, bearing in mind the fact that the European Union is Israel’s most 
important trading and economic partner? 

Mr Hague: I am working closely with the French Foreign Minister, Laurent Fabius, 
with whom I spoke over the weekend. That was why the UK and France together 
summoned the Israeli ambassadors yesterday, and other EU partners then did the 
same. I have also been talking to the French and German Foreign Ministers about 
how we can more actively support a US initiative in the area over the coming 
month, with European states contributing to incentives and disincentives for both 
sides to return to negotiations. 

Mr Douglas Alexander (Paisley and Renfrewshire South) (Lab): The Foreign 
Secretary has shared with the House a number of calls that he has made to Ministers 
over recent days on the middle east. Given the announcement by the Israeli Government 
about further expansion of settlements, which we have already discussed, and the 
summoning of the Israeli ambassador to King Charles street yesterday, will the Foreign 
Secretary explain how abstaining in last week’s vote at the United Nations enhanced the 
UK’s influence with either Israel or the Palestinians? 

Mr  Hague:   The   United  Kingdom   is  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  before  
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regarding influence with the Palestinians and Israel. We have frank but warm 
relations with the Palestinians and, of course, we are always able to speak to the 
Israelis. Countries that voted no or yes or abstained were all in the same position 
over the weekend in disapproving of the Israeli decision and placing pressure on 
Israel to reverse it. I do not believe that the different ways in which we voted in the 
General Assembly made any difference to that. 

Mr Alexander: Let me ask a practical question. In the light of the decision by the Israeli 
Government to withhold £75 million of Palestinian customs duties, what conversations 
have Ministers had in recent days with international partners on how to sustain a 
functioning Palestinian authority? In the immediate term, that would ensure the 
continuing operation of Palestinian security forces on the west bank, but in the medium 
term it holds out the prospect of credible negotiating partners for the Israelis. 

Mr Hague: Of course we are in discussions with other countries on this matter. 
We must assess exactly what the financial implications are. As the right hon. 
Gentleman knows, we are already a major donor to the Palestinian Authority and 
the fourth biggest donor to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. The 
immediate action has been that the consul general in Jerusalem and a 
Department for International Development team have visited Gaza to assess the 
situation there, but we must see how we can further assist if there is a deepening 
financial crisis in the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/12120
4-0001.htm#12120450000023  
 

Middle East 
9. Chi Onwurah (Newcastle upon Tyne Central) (Lab): What recent assessment he 
has made of the security situation in Israel and Gaza. [131108] 
14. Stephen Timms (East Ham) (Lab): What his latest assessment is of the prospects 
for a two-state solution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine. [131113] 
15. Duncan Hames (Chippenham) (LD): What recent assessment he has made of the 
political situation in Israel and Palestine. [131114] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): We welcome the agreed ceasefire following the crisis in Gaza. The 
recent violence only highlights the urgent need for the United States, supported by 
the UK and other partners, to launch a new initiative to push the peace process 
forward in 2013 to achieve a two-state solution. 

Chi Onwurah: Like many MPs, I am sure, I have been overwhelmed by messages from 
constituents asking me to express their horror and despair at the violence and the 
casualties in Gaza. What reassurances can the Foreign Secretary offer them regarding 
the security of civilians in Gaza, and does he agree that there cannot be a two-state 
solution without secure and viable borders for both states? 

Mr Hague: Yes, absolutely. The way forward is what we discussed a few 
moments ago: to make a success of the second stage of the ceasefire 
negotiations. Egypt did a very good job, supported by the UN Secretary-General 
and the United States, in bringing about the ceasefire. Now it is important to 
conclude the second stage, which will bring—we hope—improved access and an 
end to the smuggling of weapons. The hon. Lady is right to say that secure 
borders are necessary for Israel, as, too, is having a viable, sovereign state of 
Palestine. That is what we want for Palestinians. 

Stephen Timms: The Foreign Secretary told the House earlier that the additional 
settlement building in the E1 area of East Jerusalem announced last week would clearly 
be unlawful. What prospect is there of prevailing on Israel to comply instead with the 
requirements of international law? 

Mr Hague: That is the point that the world is stressing to Israel—that those 
settlements are illegal, that they are on occupied land and, in particular, that the 
unfreezing  of  development  in  what  is  known   as  the  E1  block  threatens  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000023
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prospect of a future Palestinian state being able to operate on contiguous land. 
This point is being made strongly, not only by us and our European partners but 
by the US and the whole Arab world. I hope that despite the election campaign in 
Israel—election campaigns affect the politics of any country—it will listen carefully 
to those points. 

Duncan Hames: I welcome those comments from the Foreign Secretary, but we have 
been here before, and he must grow weary of repeating to the Israeli Government his 
condemnation of illegal settlement activity. Given the importance of Europe as a market 
for Israeli goods and services, which European Ministers shy away from putting 
economic muscle behind our protestations, and can he assure the House that he is not 
one of them? 

Mr Hague: I do not think there is enthusiasm around the European Union for that. 
The right hon. Member for Manchester, Gorton (Sir Gerald Kaufman) talked 
earlier about economic sanctions in Europe against Israel, but I do not believe 
there would be anywhere near a consensus on that, nor is it our approach. We 
continue to try to bring both sides back into negotiations. Nevertheless, if there is 
no reversal of the decision that has been announced, we will want to consider 
what further steps European countries can take and I will discuss that with my 
counterparts in other EU nations. 

Nicholas Soames (Mid Sussex) (Con): Does my right hon. Friend agree that peace 
talks would bring added security to Israel and Gaza? What steps does he intend to take 
to get the parties to the table again? Indeed, what steps would need to be taken to 
introduce a sanctions regime, as outlined by my hon. Friend the Member for Chippenham 
(Duncan Hames)? 

Mr Hague: On the latter point, my reaction is the one I have already given. On the 
steps that are necessary to resume negotiations, of course this will require all 
sides to draw back from steps that make entering into negotiations more difficult. 
We have seen a sequence over the last week that has taken us further away from 
negotiations, rather than closer to them. This will require the decisive involvement 
of the United States. Indeed, I have said to Secretary Clinton that it will require 
from the United States the greatest efforts since the Oslo peace accords—a level 
of that intensity—to carry forward and restart the negotiation process. 

Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): Further to the Foreign 
Secretary’s earlier reply, now that Iranian-manufactured weapons have been fired from 
Gaza and have landed in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, what urgent action is he taking to stop 
the transportation of such weapons and how concerned is he about Iran’s role in 
fomenting conflict in the region? 

Mr Hague: I am very concerned about Iran’s role, as I think I have said before in 
the House. Indeed, there is substantial evidence of Iranian involvement and 
Iranian weapons being supplied, including those fired against Israel. The hon. 
Lady is quite right about that. Of course, the solution to that is ending the 
smuggling of weapons in Gaza from wherever they come—from Iran or anywhere 
else. It is now possible to reach such an agreement, with good will and further 
effort after the ceasefire agreement on all sides, so our main effort will be 
supporting that diplomatic initiative. 

Sir Menzies Campbell (North East Fife) (LD): Is not one of the most offensive features 
of recent days the fact that the exercise of a legal right by the Palestinians at the United 
Nations has been met by illegal retaliation by the Israeli Government? Does my right hon. 
Friend accept that such illegal action serves only to undermine the authority of Mahmoud 
Abbas—and indeed of the Palestinian National Authority, which he leads—and in 
addition encourages those Palestinians, particularly in Gaza, who wrongly believe that 
violence is justified? 

Mr Hague: The announcement of additional housing units and the unfreezing of 
development in the E1 block undermines Israel’s reputation, as I said earlier, but it 
also undermines the  Palestinian  Authority  in its efforts to bring about a two-state  
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 solution and could therefore embolden more extreme elements. These are among 
the reasons why it is an unwise policy and why we will look to Israel to reverse it. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): The Foreign Secretary has told us of 
the representations that he and his hon. Friend the Under-Secretary of State, the hon. 
Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), have made to the Israeli Government. 
Will he tell us something of Israel’s response to those representations? What 
assessment has he made of the growing legal opinion internationally that anyone who 
trades with an illegal entity is themselves complicit in an illegal act? 

Mr Hague: Clearly the Israeli Government have not yet changed or reversed their 
decision. Ambassadors in these situations take back the representations of the 
host Government, which the Israeli ambassador committed himself to do at the 
meeting with the Under-Secretary, my hon. Friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire. We will continue to make such representations, as will so many 
other countries, but Sunday’s cabinet did not reverse the decision that was 
announced on Friday, so we will need to continue with this work. 
The answer on trade and sanctions is really the one I gave earlier. Arms exports 
are covered by our consolidated criteria—we look at those strictly—but it is highly 
unlikely that wider economic measures in any direction will contribute to peace in 
the middle east. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Does my right hon. Friend agree that it would be a 
retrograde step to break off diplomatic relations with Israel, especially given that 
successive Israeli Governments have said that they would withdraw from most of the 
west bank under a properly negotiated treaty? 

Mr Hague: We hope of course that that will happen in due course. Diplomacy is 
what is needed most of all in this situation, so I do not think that we would 
contemplate breaking off diplomatic relations with any of those involved, but we 
are going to have to ramp up our diplomatic efforts in various ways. I am not going 
to rule out any diplomatic options over the coming weeks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/12120
4-0001.htm#12120450000028  

 

Export Controls: Israel 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills whether he 
suspended the export licensing process with regard to exports to Israel at the time of the 
recent hostilities in Palestine and Israel. [131009] 

Michael Fallon: No. Any such formal suspension would be announced to 
Parliament. We are of course constantly monitoring the situation in the region and 
we take into account any changes in circumstances during our assessment of 
export licence applications. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/text/121204w0
002.htm#12120468000008  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel regarding access to medical and surgical treatment in 
Israel for injured Gazans.[HL3596] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not held any recent discussions with the Israeli authorities regarding access 
to medical supplies for injured Gazans. However, we are aware that the Israeli 
Government allowed trucks containing medical supplies to enter Gaza during the 
recent conflict.  The UK supports the UN Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs' Access Co-ordination Unit, which works proactively with all 
partners to help facilitate the access of humanitarian staff and supplies into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#121
20463000686  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/debtext/121204-0001.htm#12120450000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/text/121204w0002.htm#12120468000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121204/text/121204w0002.htm#12120468000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000686
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000686
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of (1) the Israeli settlement programme on the West Bank, and (2) the 
blockade of Gaza, on the achievement of a viable Palestinian state and a secure 
Israel.[HL3580] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
UK's goal is a negotiated two-state solution, resulting in a sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state living alongside a secure and universally recognised Israel. 
We have repeatedly condemned Israel's announcements to accelerate settlement 
building in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including East Jerusalem, and 
called on Israel to reverse these. As well as being illegal under international law, 
settlements undermine the possibility of a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable peace. We look to the 
Government of Israel to take all necessary steps to prevent settlement 
construction.  
We have been clear that there is a need for Israel further to ease its restrictions on 
Gaza. These restrictions have been estimated as costing the Palestinian economy 
up to 85% of its gross domestic product every year. 
While we will never underestimate the security needs of Israel, with 
unemployment in Gaza at 26%, private sector business there at risk of collapse 
and Hamas profiting from smuggled goods through the tunnels, there is an urgent 
need to reopen Gaza's access to its traditional markets in the West Bank and 
Israel. An improved economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but 
firmly in Israel's security interests. 
We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. The UK will 
continue to work alongside our EU partners with Israel to achieve real change on 
the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#121
20463000687  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the shelling of civilian infrastructure in 
Gaza.[HL3597] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable 
friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), spoke to his Israeli 
counterpart about the recent escalation of violence in and around Gaza on 17 and 
21 November. We have consistently called on those involved to avoid any action 
which risked civilian casualties. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to US Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the�conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two-state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work 
urgently with the USA, the EU, our other international partners and with Israel and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000687
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000687


 10

 

the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace process 
before the window for a two-state solution closes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#121
20463000678  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mark Hendrick (817) Occupied Palestinian Territories Area E1 – That this House is 
gravely concerned over Israel's plans to expand settlement building in response to the 
United Nations General Assembly vote, on 29 November 2012, to upgrade the status of 
Palestine to a non-member observer state; and recognises that the authorisation of 3,000 
more planned units in the E1 area between East Jerusalem and the West Bank will have 
a detrimental and lasting impact on the option to achieve a two-state solution, which is 
needed to ensure peace and stability in the region. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/817  

 
 

United Nations 

Israel must abide by Gaza ceasefire agreement, says UN rights expert 
Israel must abide by and fully implement the ceasefire agreement that ended the recent 
crisis in Gaza, stressed a United Nations independent expert, who called on the 
international community to exert pressure over the country to fulfil its obligations and 
investigate its recent actions which resulted in the deaths of Palestinian civilians. 
“Experience has shown that Israel fails to meet its international obligation to promptly and 
impartially investigate its own actions,” said the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967, Richard Falk … 
“Experience has also shown that Israel is not likely to carry out its obligations under the 
ceasefire agreement; indeed during our visit we heard Israeli warplanes flying directly 
overhead and received reports of Israeli military incursions into the Gaza Strip.” … 
“Every day Palestinian fishermen and farmers risk being shot at or detained by Israeli 
forces. … Such actions signal an Israeli intention to maintain its coercive style of 
occupation rather than to explore whether implementing the ceasefire agreement might 
lead toward a more hopeful future.” … 
To read the full press release see-** 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43681&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UL-
Q2KVXsTx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Applications for CIO Registration to open shortly 
The Charity Commission will start considering online applications for registration as a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) from next Monday. … 
The CIO is a new legal form designed specifically for charities. The structure provides 
charities with some of the benefits of being a company, without all of the associated 
burdens. CIOs will be incorporated charities able to enter into contracts in their own right, 
whose trustees will have limited or no liability. CIOs will therefore only need to register 
with the Commission, not with Companies House. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000678
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204w0001.htm#12120463000678
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/817
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12867&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43681&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UL-Q2KVXsTx
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43681&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UL-Q2KVXsTx
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Applications for brand new charities with incomes of over £5,000 will be able to apply for 
registration from 10 December 2012. The subsequent stages are set out below: 

 From late March 2013 - window opens for existing unincorporated charities (to set 
up a CIO and transfer assets into it) with incomes of over £250,000 

 From May 2013 - window opens for existing unincorporated charities with incomes 
between £100,000 and £250,000 

 From July 2013 - window opens for existing unincorporated charities with incomes 
between £25,000 and £100,000 

 From October 2013 - window opens for existing unincorporated charities with 
incomes between £5,000 and £25,000 

 From January 2014 - window opens for existing unincorporated charities with 
incomes less than £5,000 and for brand new charities with anticipated annual 
incomes of less than £5,000 … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_cio_application.aspx?utm_source=fe
edburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CharityCommissionUpdates+
%28Charity+Commission+updates%29  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-
0001.htm#12120452000861  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-
0003.htm#12120474000427  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/su049-iira.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_cio_application.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CharityCommissionUpdates+%28Charity+Commission+updates%29
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_cio_application.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CharityCommissionUpdates+%28Charity+Commission+updates%29
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_cio_application.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CharityCommissionUpdates+%28Charity+Commission+updates%29
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-0001.htm#12120452000861
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-0001.htm#12120452000861
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-0003.htm#12120474000427
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121204-0003.htm#12120474000427
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/su049-iira.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
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Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

 
Welsh Assembly 

**Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

 

Statement: the Introduction of the Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=241217&ds=12%2F2012#dat2  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes in 2 days 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=241217&ds=12%2F2012#dat2
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=241217&ds=12%2F2012#dat2
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

