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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Hatred 
Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what steps his Department has taken to protect Muslim communities from 
harassment, intimidation and violence by extremist organisations. [127894] 

Mr Foster: The Government will not tolerate those who spread hate against or 
target Muslim communities in order to divide society and deliberately raise 
community tensions. 
Local authorities and local police forces are best placed to work with their 
communities to protect them from extremists, and we trust them to do so. The 
Department for Communities and Local Government has provided £200,000 to 
support a special interest group of local areas, led by Blackburn with Darwen 
borough council and Luton borough council. This group will support a range of 
activities such as peer networks, seminars and conferences designed to enable 
local partners to share information on how best to handle far right activity and 
develop solutions for the problems brought by the far right. The Government has 
also provided £183,000 to Tell Mama, a project which monitors and encourages 
the Muslim community to report anti-Muslim hate crimes and incidents and has 
made a further £214,000 available subject to the project becoming sustainable. 

Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what recent assessment he has made of the extent of Islamophobia and 
anti-Semitism in the UK. [127895] 

Mr Foster: Hate crime, including that targeting a person's religion, is an issue the 
Government takes very seriously. We believe that understanding the extent of 
anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred in the UK helps us tackle hate crime in all its 
forms. Therefore we are working with the Association of Chief Police Officers and 
other partners to encourage the reporting of all hate crime and improve the 
response of the police and other criminal justice agencies to ensure better 
protection for victims. The Association of Chief Police Officers records anti-
Semitic crime at the national level which is broken down by police force area. The 
latest figures were published in September 2011 and full details can be found at: 
http://report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1  
We are working alongside the Community Security Trust and funding Measuring 
Anti-Muslim Attacks,  both of whom record  anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim incidents.  
 

http://report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1
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And we have established cross-Government working groups on both anti-
Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0
002.htm#12112964000119  
 

 

Home Office 

New Disclosure and Barring Service goes live 
… The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) will provide a one-stop shop service to 
those requiring criminal records disclosures and barring checks for employment 
purposes. … [and] oversee a number of key government reforms including the 
introduction of portable CRB checks which will eliminate the need for multiple checking 
and an online update service which will make it easier for employers to assess 
individuals. … 
Changes to the current system of criminal record checks and barring include: 

 introducing portable criminal records checks to eliminate many unnecessary repeat 
checks, along with an online updating service to make it easier for employers to 
assess individuals; 

 introducing a single criminal records certificate which will be sent only to the 
applicant; 

 introducing — for the first time — an independent right of review to allow 
individuals to challenge information disclosed about them before it is given to their 
employer; and 

 reducing the number of positions requiring barring checks from 9.3 million to 
around 5 million. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/DBS  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what UK exports there were of weapons and weapon components to Israel in the last 
year for which figures are available; and if he will make a statement. [130506] 

Michael Fallon: We only hold information regarding exports made under certain 
export licences, not about exports in general. 
Information on arms export licences to all countries, including Israel, is published 
in the Annual and Quarterly Reports on Strategic Export Controls. These reports 
contain detailed information on export licences issued, refused or revoked, by 
destination, including the overall value, type (e.g. Military, Other) and a summary 
of the items covered by these licences. They are available to view at: 
https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox/sdb/SDBHOME  
Currently this includes information up to 30 June 2012. Information covering 1 July 
to 30 September 2012 will be published in January 2012 and information covering 
1 October 2012 to 31 December 2012 will be published in April 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0
003.htm#12112964000177  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0002.htm#12112964000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0002.htm#12112964000119
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/DBS
https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox/sdb/SDBHOME
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0003.htm#12112964000177
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0003.htm#12112964000177
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Middle East 
Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to ensure that Israel and Palestine comply with international law. 
[130074] 

Alistair Burt: We urge all parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to respect their 
obligations under international humanitarian law. 
It is important that Israel fulfils its obligations under international law. We have 
consistently condemned Israel's announcements to accelerate settlement building 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) and have called on Israel to 
reverse these. 
We have also repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the 
40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv 
raised this issue with the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the OPTs 
on 9 October. We view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process; and, in all but 
the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 
More generally, we continue to have serious concerns about the human rights 
situation in Israel and the OPTs, which we raise regularly with both Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0
001.htm#12112964000039  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what measures they will take to 
support the latest ceasefire in Gaza.[HL3431] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The Government are gravely concerned by the recent 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regret the loss of civilian life. We 
consistently called on those involved to avoid any action which risked civilian 
casualties. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to United States of America (USA) Secretary of State 
Clinton and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will�work 
urgently with the USA. the EU, our other international partners and with Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace process 
before the window for a two state solution closes. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the deaths of two children as a result of 
recent artillery attacks in Gaza.[HL3432] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The UK is gravely concerned about the recent 
escalation of violence in Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regrets the loss of 
civilian life on both sides. We are in constant contact with the Israeli authorities 
about the current situation. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and  paid  tribute to  President  Mursi  
 

http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0001.htm#12112964000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121129/text/121129w0001.htm#12112964000039
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and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to US Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance. and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work 
urgently with the US, the EU, our other international partners and with Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace process 
before the window for a two state solution closes. 
I also refer the noble Baroness to the Statement on Gaza and the Middle East 
Peace Process made by the Foreign Secretary, my right honourable friend the 
Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) on 20 November (Official Report, col. 
443-46). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121129w0001.htm#121
12957000201  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/12112
0-0001.htm#12112042000004  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
 
Foreign Secretary extremely concerned at proposed new housing settlements in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
Foreign Secretary William Hague has commented that these plans undermine Israel's 
international reputation and has strongly advised the Israeli Government to reverse its 
decision. … 
“I am extremely concerned by reports that the Israeli Cabinet plans to approve the 
building of 3000 new housing units in illegal settlements in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. Israeli settlements are illegal under international law and undermine trust 
between the parties. If implemented, these plans would alter the situation on the ground 
on a scale that makes the two state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, 
increasingly difficult to achieve. They would undermine Israel’s international reputation 
and create doubts about its stated commitment to achieving peace with the Palestinians. 
The UK strongly advises the Israeli Government to reverse this decision. The window for 
a two-state solution is closing, and we need urgent efforts by the parties and by the 
international community to achieve a return to negotiations, not actions which will make 
that harder.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=840600682  
 
Foreign Secretary comments on UK vote on Palestinian resolution at UN General 
Assembly 
“We will redouble our efforts to restart the peace process, and will continue our strong 
support for President Abbas, the Palestinian Authority, and a two state solution. … We 
respect the course of action chosen by President Abbas and the result at the UN General 
Assembly tonight. 
“We continue to believe that the prospects for a swift return to negotiations on a two state 
solution - the only way to create a Palestinian state on the ground - would be greater 
today if President Abbas had been able to give the assurances we suggested, and 
without which we were unable to vote in favour of the resolution. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121129w0001.htm#12112957000201
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121129w0001.htm#12112957000201
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=840600682
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“In particular, we called on President Abbas to set out a willingness to return to 
negotiations without preconditions, and to signal that the Palestinians would not 
immediately seek action in the International Criminal Court, which would be likely to make 
a return to negotiations impossible. … 
“I again urge Israel to avoid reacting in a way that undermines the peace process and a 
return to negotiations. We would not support a reaction which sidelined President Abbas 
or risked collapse of the Palestinian Authority. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=840206782  
 
Palestine: "Our central objective is to achieve a return to credible negotiations" 
Explanation of Vote by Ambassador Sir Mark Lyall Grant … 
The United Kingdom … believe that the window to a two-state solution is rapidly 
closing.��Our central objective is to achieve a return to credible negotiations in order to 
secure a two state solution. … we sought a commitment from the Palestinian leadership 
to return immediately to negotiations without preconditions. This was the single most 
important factor in shaping our vote. We also sought an assurance from the Palestinians 
that they would not pursue immediate action in UN agencies and the International 
Criminal Court, since that would make a swift return to negotiations impossible.��We 
are in no doubt that President Abbas is a courageous man of peace and we have 
engaged intensively with the Palestinians ahead of today’s vote to try to secure these 
assurances. But in the absence of these assurances, we were not been able to vote in 
favour of the resolution and therefore abstained.�… The only way to give the Palestinian 
people the state that they need and deserve, and to give the Israeli people the security 
and peace that they are entitled to, is through a negotiated two-state solution. … 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=840208482  
 
 

Council of Europe 

UN General Assembly vote on Palestine ‘a vote in favour of peace, not a vote 
against Israel’ 
Pietro Marcenaro, rapporteur on the Middle East of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, has welcomed yesterday’s vote in the UN General Assembly 
recognising Palestine as a non-member observer state. 
“The vote was a strong indication of the international community’s support for a two-state 
solution …  This was a vote in favour of peace, not a vote against Israel. My hope is that 
it will now open a new phase of negotiations between the two sides in the Middle East 
peace process, where nothing is off the table.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2010261&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&B
ackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on reports indicating 
the Israeli Government's intention to expand settlements 
I am extremely concerned by reports of the Israeli government's announcement regarding 
the construction of approximately 3000 new housing units in the West Bank, including in 
East Jerusalem. The European Union has repeatedly stated that all settlement 
construction is illegal under international law and constitutes an obstacle to peace. … 
The reaction of the international community to any such decision is likely also to be 
influenced  by  the  extent  to  which  such  expansion  may   represent  a  strategic   step  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=840206782
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=840208482
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2010261&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2010261&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
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undermining the prospects of a contiguous and viable Palestine with Jerusalem as the 
shared capital of both it and Israel. 
I repeat my call on Thursday to Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas to work 
towards a settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with renewed purpose. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133944.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

General Assembly grants Palestine non-member observer State status at UN 
The General Assembly today voted to grant Palestine non-member observer State status 
at the United Nations, while expressing the urgent need for the resumption of 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians leading to a permanent two-State 
solution. 
The resolution on the status of Palestine in the UN was adopted by a vote of 138 in 
favour to nine against with 41 abstentions by the 193-member Assembly.  
“We did not come here seeking to delegitimize a State established years ago, and that is 
Israel; rather we came to affirm the legitimacy of the State that must now achieve its 
independence, and that is Palestine,” the President of the Palestinian Authority, 
Mahmoud Abbas, told the Assembly before the vote. Mr. Abbas noted that the world was 
being asked today to undertake a significant step in the process of rectifying the 
“unprecedented historical injustice” inflicted on the Palestinian people since 1948. … 
Israel’s Ambassador to the UN, Ron Prosor, said his delegation could not accept today’s 
resolution. “Because this resolution is so one-sided, it doesn’t advance peace, it pushes it 
backwards,” he stated, adding that peace could only be achieved through negotiations. 
“There’s only one route to Palestinian statehood and that route does not run through this 
chamber in New York. That route runs through direct negotiations between Jerusalem 
and Ramallah that will lead to a secure and lasting peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians,” he added. “There are no shortcuts. No quick fixes. No instant solutions.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43640&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.ULucoKVXsTw  
 
On Day of Solidarity with Palestinians, Ban stresses urgency of reaching two-state 
solution 
… “Achieving the two-State solution, to which both Israel and the Palestinians have 
committed, is long overdue,” Mr. Ban said in his message marking the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. “I call on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to show 
vision and determination. I also urge the international community to help them forge a 
credible political path that will meet the legitimate aspirations of both sides,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43632&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.ULuc9qVXsTw  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Quilliam 

Muslim Communities: Between Integration and Securitization 
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/muslim-
communities-between-integration-and-securitization.pdf  

TOP 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133944.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43640&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.ULucoKVXsTw
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6468
http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/solidarity.htm?OpenForm
http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/solidarity.htm?OpenForm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43632&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.ULuc9qVXsTw
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/muslim-communities-between-integration-and-securitization.pdf
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/muslim-communities-between-integration-and-securitization.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
 

Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes in 6 days 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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