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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Charities: Religious Charities 
Baroness Berridge: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many churches and 
Christian charities have successfully applied for charitable status in the past 12 
months.[HL3494] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many churches and Christian charities have had 
their applications for charitable status turned down as not satisfying the public benefit test 
in the past 12 months.[HL3495] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many religious places of worship, excluding 
churches, have successfully applied for charitable status in the past 12 months.[HL3496] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many religious places of worship, excluding 
churches, have had their applications for charitable status turned down on the grounds of 
failing to satisfy the public benefit test in the past 12 months.[HL3497] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many religious-based charities, excluding 
Christian charities, have successfully made applications for charitable status in the past 
12 months.[HL3498] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many religious-based charities, excluding 
Christian charities, have had their applications for charitable status turned down in the 
past 12 months on the grounds of not satisfying the public benefit test.[HL3499] 

Reply from Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The information requested falls within the 
responsibility of the Charity Commission. I have asked the Commission's Chief 
Executive to reply. 
Letter from Sam Younger CBE, Chief Executive, Charity Commission to Baroness 
Berridge, dated 21 November 2012. 

I have been asked to reply to your Parliamentary Questions on the registration of 
religious organisations in the past 12 months. 
How many churches and Christian charities have successfully applied for 
charitable status in the past 12 months [HL3494]. 
1175 churches and other charities identifying themselves as Christian on the 
register of charities have successfully applied for charitable status in the past 12 
months (1 November 2011-1 November 2012). There may be additional Christian 
charities which do not show as such from their entries on the register because 
they have not self-identified as Christian or having purposes to advance the 
Christian religion. 
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How many churches and Christian charities have had their applications for 
charitable status turned down as not satisfying the public benefit test in the past 12 
months [HL3495]. 
One Christian organisation has had its application for charitable status turned 
down in the past 12 months on grounds which included not satisfying the public 
benefit requirement. 
How many religious places of worship, excluding churches, have successfully 
applied for charitable status in the past 12 months [HL3496]. 
It is not always possible to identify from the details a charity has given for its entry 
on the register whether or not it operates a place of worship. To produce a 
definitive figure would require a manual search which unfortunately is not possible 
in the time available. 
How many religious places of worship, excluding churches, have had their 
applications for charitable status turned down on the grounds of failing to satisfy 
the public benefit test in the past 12 months [HL3497]. 
None of the five organisations with purposes to advance religions other than 
Christianity which have had their applications for charitable status turned down in 
the past 12 months appears to operate a place of worship. 
How many religious-based charities, excluding Christian charities, have 
successfully made applications for charitable status in the past 12 months 
[HL3498]. 
433 religious-based charities, excluding the Christian charities and churches 
counted above, have successfully made applications for charitable status in the 
past 12 months. 
How many religious-based charities, excluding Christian charities, have had their 
applications for charitable status turned down in the past 12 months on the 
grounds of not satisfying the public benefit test [HL3499].  
One charity with purposes to advance a religion other than Christianity has had its 
application for charitable status turned down in the past 12 months on grounds 
which included not satisfying the public benefit requirement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#121
12181001949  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Edward Miliband: … May I also express my deep sorrow about the loss of life and 
suffering in Israel and Gaza in recent days, including the latest appalling terrorist attack 
on a bus in Tel Aviv? There is widespread support on both sides of the House for the 
agreement of an immediate and durable ceasefire in Israel and Gaza, so will the Prime 
Minister set out, in his view, the remaining barriers to that ceasefire agreement now 
being reached? 

The Prime Minister: May I say how much I agree with the right hon. Gentleman 
about the appalling news this morning about the terrorist attack on a bus in Tel 
Aviv? May I also express our deep concern about the intolerable situation for 
people in southern Israel and the grave loss of life in Gaza? 
The right hon. Gentleman asked specifically what more we can do to help bring 
this ceasefire about. I think that all of us, right across the European Union, and in 
America and beyond, need to be putting  pressure  on  the  Israeli  Prime  Minister  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#12112181001949
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#12112181001949
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and all those who have contacts with Hamas, to de-escalate, to stop the fighting, 
to stop the bombing; and that is exactly what I have done. Over the weekend, I 
spoke twice to the Israeli Prime Minister and once to the President of Israel—my 
right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is working very hard on this as well—to 
persuade both sides that we need a ceasefire. Beyond that, obviously what we 
need is proper discussions about the future of Israel and Palestine. 

Edward Miliband: I agree with the Prime Minister: he is right to say that any such 
ceasefire deal can be turned into permanent peace only if there is a resumption of 
meaningful negotiations towards a two-state solution. This week has shown us once 
again that there is neither peace nor a peace process, and the reality is that the 
international community bears some responsibility for the abject failure to have those 
meaningful negotiations, nine years on from the promise of the road map for peace. Can 
the right hon. Gentleman set out for the House what steps beyond the hoped-for 
ceasefire need to be taken to pressure both sides into meaningful negotiations? 

The Prime Minister: I agree that we need a process to be put in place and we 
have to do everything we can to persuade President Obama that this should be a 
leading priority for his second presidential term, but I make this point: of course 
we all want this process and we all want this peace, but in the end peace can 
come about only by Israelis and Palestinians sitting down and talking through the 
final status issues—they have to discuss borders, Jerusalem and refugees. In the 
end, as President Obama is fond of saying, and I agree, we cannot want this more 
than they want it. We have to encourage them, provide the framework and push 
for a process, but in the end we need courageous leadership from Israelis and 
Palestinians to talk through those final status issues. 

Edward Miliband: That is completely right, but we have to use every means at our 
disposal to pressure both sides into those negotiations, because the reality is that 
confidence that there can be a two-state solution is dwindling month by month. There will 
be an opportunity to support the cause of the two-state solution at the UN General 
Assembly later this month by recognising enhanced observer status for the Palestinian 
Authority. The Opposition support that because we believe it will strengthen the 
moderate voices among the Palestinians who want to pursue the path of politics, not the 
path of violence. I urge the Prime Minister to consider adopting that position in the days 
ahead. 

The Prime Minister: I agree with the right hon. Gentleman on the first part of what 
he said: confidence is dwindling that there is time left for a two-state solution. That 
is why there is such a sense of urgency in the international community—this could 
be the last chance for peace, because the facts on the ground are changing. 
Frankly, I think it is so much in Israel’s interest now to push for the two-state 
solution, so we should keep up the pressure. 
On the potential vote at the United Nations, our view, which I know the Foreign 
Secretary set out for the House in some detail yesterday, is that the Palestinians 
should not take it to the UN in the short term, and we have urged them not to do 
that. Clearly, if they do so, we will have to consider the right way to vote. The point 
is this: we will not solve this problem at the United Nations; it will be solved only 
by Israelis and Palestinians sitting down and negotiating. Indeed, there may be 
dangers in pushing the issue too early at the UN in terms of funds for the 
Palestinian Authority being cut off and all the other consequences, so let us get 
negotiations going, rather than discussions at the UN. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/debtext/12112
1-0001.htm#12112171000010  
 

Palestinians 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what his 
policy is on recognising Palestine as a non-member observer state at the United Nations 
General Assembly on 29 November 2012. [129098] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/debtext/121121-0001.htm#12112171000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/debtext/121121-0001.htm#12112171000010
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Alistair Burt: The British Government is clear that a negotiated two-state solution 
is the best way to give the Palestinian people the state that they need and 
deserve, and the Israeli people the security and peace they are entitled to. 
This requires Israelis and Palestinians to return to negotiations. Israel to stop 
illegal settlement building, Palestinian factions to reconcile with each other and 
the international community led by the United States and supported by European 
nations to make a huge effort to push the peace process forward as a matter of 
urgency. 
While there is any chance of achieving a return to talks in the coming months, we 
continue to advise President Abbas against attempts to press for Palestinian 
observer state status at the United Nations through a vote in the UN General 
Assembly. We judge that this would make it harder to secure a return to 
negotiations, and could have very serious consequences for the Palestinian 
Authority. 
Our collective goal must be a two state solution based on 1967 borders with 
agreed land swaps. Jerusalem as the capital of both states, and a just settlement 
for refugees. So while we support Palestinian aspirations and understand the 
pressures on President Abbas, we have urged him to lead the Palestinians into 
negotiations and not to risk paralysing the process. We have also urged Israel to 
make every effort to restart negotiations, before the window for a two-state 
solution closes altogether. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/text/121121w0
001.htm#12112170000077  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about the incident at the Erez crossing on 24 
October.[HL3011]  

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have no information about the incident on 24 October. However, the escalation of 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel was raised by our ambassador to Tel Aviv 
with the Israeli National Security Adviser and the Israeli Defence Minister in the 
week beginning 22 October. 
I also refer the noble Baroness to the oral statement regarding the current crisis in 
Gaza and the Middle East Peace Process made by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), on 20 November (Official Report, col. 443-446). 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will resist attempts to 
divide the West Bank into two blocks by creating a continuous zone of settlement 
extending from East Jerusalem to the Dead Sea; and if so, by what means.[HL3464] 

Baroness Warsi: We regularly raise our concerns over settlements with the Israel 
Government, including at the highest levels, most recently with the Prime 
Minister's office on 24 October and in the course of the UK's strategic dialogue 
with Israel in London on 1 November. We regularly make clear concerns about 
any settlements that would risk separating East Jerusalem from the West Bank or 
dividing the West Bank into two blocks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#121
12181001967  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/12112
0-0001.htm#12112042000004  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/text/121121w0001.htm#12112170000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121121/text/121121w0001.htm#12112170000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#12112181001967
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#12112181001967
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Hemming (759) Palestine and Israel – That this House is saddened by the deaths 
of innocent people in Palestine and Israel; recognises that the result of such deaths is an 
emotional response where some people on both sides are driven to seek revenge in 
preference to peace; believes that for negotiations to succeed there needs to be sufficient 
demand for peace that a rational response overwhelms those on each side that do not 
wish for peace; and calls on the international community to concentrate its efforts on 
finding routes towards stopping the killing. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/759  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes agreement to end hostilities in Gaza and southern 
Israel 
I welcome the agreement reached tonight to end the hostilities in Gaza and southern 
Israel. I urge all sides to uphold their commitments, and pay tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they have 
shown, as well as to Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
for the role they have played.��“This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting 
peace. The priority now must be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying 
causes of the conflict, including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as 
humanitarian assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of 
life over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a two 
state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work urgently with the 
United States, the European Union, our other international partners and with Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace process before 
the window for a two state solution closes. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837529782  
 
 
Foreign Office Minister has commented on the ceasefire in Gaza and Southern 
Israel 
The fact that there has been a ceasefire is of genuine, tremendous importance to the 
lives of ordinary people. But, of course, it is only a part of what must be a much more 
comprehensive settlement.” 
“Any long-term agreement has got to see an end to the build-up of weapons by Hamas, 
the smuggling-in of missiles, so that the problem does not reoccur in the future. And then, 
even beyond that, the question is the wider issue of the Middle East peace process, 
which again we, the United States and others are committed to, and clearly, that has to 
be part of the future as well.” … 
“The people of Gaza deserve a better existence than they have. And we will be helping 
and encouraging that. Indeed, to assist that … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837880482 
 
 

European Parliament Debate 

Situation in Gaza 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCRE%2b20121121%2bITEM-
011%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN  

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/759
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837529782
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837880482
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCRE%2b20121121%2bITEM-011%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCRE%2b20121121%2bITEM-011%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCRE%2b20121121%2bITEM-011%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
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Motions debated 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=P7-RC-2012-
0522&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0522&language=EN  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0523&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0524&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0525&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0526&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0527&language=EN 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B7-2012-
0528&language=EN  

 
 

United Nations 

Children suffering devastating impact of Gaza crisis – UN rights committee 
The conflict between Hamas and Israel is having a “devastating and lasting impact” on 
children, the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child said today, stressing 
that the recent crisis would have long-term psychological effects on youth. 
“This impact extends from a large number of deaths and injuries in Gaza to deep trauma 
and other psychological effects on children on both sides of the border … Over the past 
week, hundreds of thousands of Palestinian and Israeli children have lived under the 
terror of explosions caused by rocket attacks or air strikes and shelling … 
“Destruction of homes and damage to schools, streets and other public facilities gravely 
affect children and deprive them of their basic rights,” the Committee said. “The recent air 
and naval strikes on densely populated areas in Gaza with significant presence of 
children constitute gross violations of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, its 
Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict and international 
humanitarian law.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43579&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UK5xFKVXsTw  
 
UN chief and Security Council welcome ceasefire between Israel and Hamas 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon … welcomed the ceasefire announced 
today after a week of devastating violence in southern Israel and Gaza, and stressed that 
it is imperative that both sides stick to it. 
“I commend the parties for stepping back from the brink, … Our focus now must be on 
ensuring the ceasefire holds and that all those in need in Gaza – and there are many – 
receive the humanitarian assistance that they need.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43574&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UK6KTqVXsTw 
 

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Freedom 
The Lord Bishop of Guildford: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration 
they have given to publishing a strategy on freedom of religion or belief overseas to help 
guide the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's human rights annual work programme in 
this area.[HL3347] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Freedom of religion or belief is one of the Government's human rights priorities. 
We do have a strategy on strengthening our approach to defending this 
fundamental freedom. 
The strategy sets out our objectives and makes a series of recommendations to 
further promote the freedom of religion or belief both through our bilateral work 
and within various multilateral institutions. These recommendations were shaped 
by discussions among the Foreign Secretary's Advisory Group on Human Rights, 
a Wilton Park conference on freedom of religion in July 2011, and discussions 
with Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) departments and posts. 
The strategy also draws on the FCO's freedom of religion or belief toolkit, which 
was compiled after extensive consultations with non-governmental organisations. 
It contains a large amount of detail, some of which relates to sensitive country 
situations. We will give consideration to whether there would be value in 
publishing an edited version. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121121w0002.htm#121
12181001973  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Discrimination in the EU in 2012 

Report   http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_393_en.pdf  

Summary   http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_393_sum_en.pdf  

UK Factsheet   http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_393_fact_uk_en.pdf  

Factsheets for other EU countries are available from  
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb_special_399_380_en.htm#393  

 
 

Council of Europe 
Tackling online hate speech - Budapest, 27 and 28 November 
The Secretary General of the Council of Europe … will join representatives of a wide 
range of European and international organisations in Budapest next week to discuss how 
best to tackle so-called “hate speech” – especially online – whilst also protecting freedom 
of expression. Participants will discuss the nature, extent and impact of hate speech in 
today’s world as well as different options for tackling the phenomenon … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2006757&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&B
ackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  

 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/presumptionofdeath/121121/
am/121121s01.htm  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/presumptionofdeath/121121/am/121121s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/presumptionofdeath/121121/am/121121s01.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
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