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Israel 

Ministerial Statement House of Commons 

William Hague (Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs) made a 
statement on the Middle East: Gaza and Syria (as included in yesterday’s PAB) 

 

col 447  Douglas Alexander: The Foreign Secretary has reiterated today that principal 
responsibility for the start of the crisis lies with Hamas. Of course the recent rocket 
attacks into southern Israel, targeted at a civilian population, deserve our categorical 
condemnation, but does he accept that although the rockets were the proximate cause, 
the deeper causes of the latest crisis reflect the failure over years and decades to 
achieve a two-state solution? … 
The Israelis have stressed that their response is justified by the recent escalation of 
Hamas rocket attacks. No civilian population should have to live in such constant fear, 
but does the Foreign Secretary recognise that acknowledging—as I do—Israel’s right to 
defend itself does not oblige the British Government to suspend judgment on the wisdom 
of its chosen actions? … Does the Foreign Secretary therefore accept that the scale of 
the casualties in Gaza, together with the continuing blockade, fuels hatred and 
emboldens those seeking to isolate Israel internationally? Does he also accept that the 
marginalisation of the Palestinian Authority by these events further diminishes the 
prospects for immediate negotiations—and, indeed, Palestinian unity—and that Hamas 
will undoubtedly claim itself to be the victor, whatever the outcome of the operation or, 
indeed, the negotiations currently under way in Cairo? … The fear of the Israeli 
population today stands alongside the suffering of the Palestinian people. Permanent 
occupation and blockade is not a strategy for peace; it is a recipe for repeated conflict. … 
Labour urges the Government to reconsider their stated opposition … and instead 
support the Palestinians’ bid for enhanced status at the United Nations at this month’s 
General Assembly meeting. …  

 

col 450  William Hague: … It is absolutely right to point to the sharp increase in rocket 
attacks—they have gone up steadily over the years since Operation Cast Lead—as 
producing the current crisis, but it is also quite right to make clear the need for improved 
access in and out of Gaza in order to allow humanitarian assistance and trade to 
proceed. It is a mistake by Israel to have such tight restrictions on Gaza … 

 

col 451  Jack Straw: Given that the experience of the past decade or more is that Israel 
pockets any concession made by the west to accommodate its position and then not only 
does nothing but makes the situation worse—by illegal settlement building, for 
example—will the Foreign Secretary please reconsider his position on the British 
Government’s refusal to vote for the United Nations General Assembly resolution? …  
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col 452  Menzies Campbell (North East Fife) (LD): Israel has an unambiguous right to 
defend itself, but along with such rights go duties, and in this case the duty is to use only 
proportionate means to effect that defence. Does my right hon. Friend believe that 
targeted assassination, the destruction of civilian infrastructure and the imposition of 
casualties on women and children is consistent with that duty? …  

 

col 453  Louise Ellman: Does the fact that Hamas is committed to the destruction of the 
state of Israel, that in 2005 Israel removed all its 9,000 settlers and soldiers from Gaza 
and that that was followed by Hamas firing thousands of rockets from civilian centres in 
Gaza targeted at Israeli citizens mean that Israel deserves full support in defending its 
citizens against this aggression? 

 

William Hague: We are rightly critical of Israel when there are civilian casualties, but we 
have to bear in mind that for Hamas and other groups firing rockets out of Gaza, the sole 
intention is to cause civilian casualties; that is the entire purpose of what they do. We are 
right to stress the responsibilities on Israel and the need to stop settlement building and 
restart the peace process, but also the responsibility on Hamas to renounce violence, to 
recognise previous agreements and to recognise the right of Israel to exist. … 

 

Richard Ottaway: Over the weekend, Israel was widely condemned for a military strike 
on an international media centre in Gaza in breach of the Geneva convention. Can my 
right hon. Friend confirm that it was in fact a base for Islamic Jihad and that the only 
person who lost their life was its military commander? 

 

William Hague: I have heard that, but I hesitate to confirm the actual fact definitively. … 
 

Gerald Kaufman: Is it not interesting that when Assad lethally represses the Syrian 
people, he is the bad guy, yet when Netanyahu lethally represses the Palestinian people, 
he is the … good guy … Also, when the Syrians respond with brutal force to that 
repression, they are the good guys, yet when Palestinians respond with brutal force to 
that repression, they are the bad guys. …  

 

col 454  William Hague: As the right hon. Gentleman knows, I always have a great deal 
of time and respect for him, although I think that in that question he tends towards a 
caricature of the situation in the middle east. … 

 

James Arbuthnot: … Does my right hon. Friend agree that there is a world of difference 
between Hamas, which specifically targets Israeli children, and Israel, which does its best 
to avoid killing Palestinian children, although both sometimes fail? 

 

William Hague: Yes. … it is important to remember that the rockets launched against 
Israel have no other purpose than to cause civilian casualties. That is the only reason 
they are fired. … Of course Israel’s Iron Dome system means that it is able to stop a 
large part of them, and some rockets are inaccurate in any case, but that is little 
consolation to the people who have to be within 30 seconds of a shelter in southern 
Israel. … 

 

col 455 David Winnick: No one is trying to justify rocket firing into Israel, but does the 
Foreign Secretary recognise that Israeli air strikes have caused so many civilian 
casualties in Gaza that the killing of children—the burning to death of children—should 
be considered a war crime? As for the overall position, is not the truth of the matter that 
since the state of Israel was created in 1948, and even more since the 1967 war, the 
Israeli authorities have refused to recognise the legitimate entitlement of the Palestinian 
people to statehood, dignity and a proper life? … 

 

col 456  Mike Freer: Given that it is firing missiles on civilians while hiding behind 
civilians, is it not Hamas that is guilty of war crimes? 

 

col 457  John Baron: Does the Foreign Secretary agree that Israel’s legitimate right to 
self-defence does not extend to a pre-emptive attack on Iran? 

 

William Hague: … we have counselled Israel against a military attack on Iran in 
circumstances in which we are pursuing a twin-track policy of intensified sanctions and 
negotiations with Iran … 
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Simon Danczuk: Does the Foreign Secretary agree that unless the blockade of Gaza is 
ended, there will be little chance of a permanent end to the violence? 

 

Robert Halfon: Since the Israeli withdrawal in 2005, nearly 7,000 missiles have been 
fired on Israeli towns by Hamas and Islamic Jihad. In this year alone, 47,000 tonnes of 
food and provisions and 300 trucks went from Israel into Gaza. Does my right hon. 
Friend think that Israel’s response in taking out missile silos in Gaza is proportionate? 

 

col 459  Jessica Lee: … Israel has made genuine efforts to provide humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza, to maintain the fabric of civilian life there, and that has been done 
despite the current hostilities and increased number of rocket attacks. What discussions 
has the Foreign Secretary had with his Israeli counterpart as to the importance of this 
humanitarian support? 

 

William Hague: My Israeli counterpart frequently makes that point, and it is true that 
Israel sends that humanitarian support. Nevertheless, I think there are additional steps 
that it is important for Israel to take. … 

 

Luciana Berger: What conversations has the Foreign Secretary had with colleagues in 
the Department for Communities and Local Government and the Home Office to ensure 
that relations between different British communities are not adversely affected by the 
violence in the middle east? 

 

William Hague: Since one of our Ministers of State, Baroness Warsi, has a DCLG hat as 
well, we are in constant—hourly—discussion about such matters. They are important, of 
course, but it is also important to pursue the right foreign policy for the United Kingdom 
bearing in mind the whole interests of the UK … 

 

Andy Slaughter: Palestinian victims of Israeli atrocities are so many that they often go 
unnamed. I would like to name the four youngest members of the El Dallo family: Sara, 7; 
Jamal, 6; Yusef, 4; and Ibrahim, 2. They were four of nine family members and of 26 
children killed in Israeli air strikes in the last week. Does the Secretary of State accept 
that hundreds more Palestinian children will die, as they did four years ago, if he and 
other western leaders do not put more pressure on Israel not to launch a ground assault? 

 

col 460  William Hague: … in my statement I briefly gave several reasons why that 
would lose Israel a great deal of international support. … 

 

Gordon Henderson: Does my right hon. Friend agree that it easy to call for Israel to 
show restraint from the safety of this Chamber, but showing such restraint is difficult for 
those living with the daily threat of seeing their family and friends wiped out by the 
rockets fired from Gaza? … 

 

Caroline Lucas: Does the Foreign Secretary recognise that his repeated claim that 
Hamas bears principal responsibility for the current crisis is gravely misleading, as it 
completely ignores the five-year blockade Israel has put on Gaza, which the UN has 
called a policy of collective punishment? … 

 

col 461  James Morris: I recently visited Sderot and Ashdod as part of a pioneering 
cricket tour to Israel, the purpose of which was to bring together Israeli and Palestinian 
children in the pursuit of peace, but I also saw at first hand the anxiety felt by citizens in 
southern Israel about the persistent threat from Hamas rockets. Does the Foreign 
Secretary agree that any sovereign country would feel a duty to protect its own citizens 
from such a threat? 

 

William Hague: … I read about the cricket tour, and I applaud that initiative. If cricket can 
be brought to Israel, peace can be brought to the middle east. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/12112
0-0001.htm#12112042000004  
 

col 463  Matthew Offord: According to article 51 of the United Nations charter, Israel’s 
actions are in self-defence. May I therefore urge the Foreign Secretary and this 
Government to provide support to Israel in her sovereign right to defend her people? 

 

William Hague:  Some are not  happy  about it,  but I have been  clear  about  where the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0001.htm#12112042000004
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principal responsibility for this sequence of events lies. … 
 

col 465  Mark Hendrick: …  the Foreign Secretary declined to say what he felt was 
proportionate. When an organisation such as Hamas gets international sympathy and 
support, and unprecedented support in the region, does he not think Israel’s approach is 
a mistake, and if so, is he willing to say so? 

 

William Hague: I have made very clear my views about a ground incursion, but I have 
also said many times that Israel is making a mistake through settlement building, through 
not easing access into Gaza and through not, so far, making a more decisively 
advantageous proposition to the Palestinians about a two-state solution than they have 
made in recent years. … 

 

col 466  Michael McCann: The pictures on last night’s television of Palestinian children 
being put in graves is an abomination, but does the Secretary of State concede that the 
firing of rockets from Gaza means that the lives of innocent Palestinians have been used 
as pawns on the jihadist and Hamas chessboard … 

 

col 468  John Howell: … The Foreign Secretary’s statement that Hamas bears the 
principal responsibility for the crisis and could end the conflict by stopping bombardment 
of Israel was heard attentively, but does he agree with me that the use by Hamas of long-
range imported missiles capable of striking Jerusalem has made that much more difficult 
to achieve? 

 

William Hague: Yes, absolutely. It is clear that the armoury of rockets in Gaza has 
changed since the time of Operation Cast Lead; there are now longer range rockets, 
which have been launched at Tel Aviv and, in at least one case, at Jerusalem. Of course, 
that is an escalation of the threat to Israel, but it only underlines the importance of taking 
forward all the work on a negotiated peace and settlement in the middle east … 

 

col 470  Katy Clark: … Has the Foreign Secretary been able to assess whether UK-
made components are being used in Gaza, as part of Israeli equipment, and what 
implications do the actions of recent days have for UK military links with Israel? 

 

William Hague: … we have very tight export controls, through our and the EU’s 
consolidated guidance. We always evaluate any arms export licences against the risks of 
misuse, of intensifying conflict and of being used for internal repression. That leads us to 
refuse some export licences for Israel, but to grant others. Of course, any future grant or 
refusal of licences will be considered against the background of recent events. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/12112
0-0002.htm  

 
 

Ministerial Statement House of Lords 

Barroness Warsi read William Hague’s statement on the Middle East: Gaza and 
Syria (as included in yesterday’s PAB) 

 

col 1722  Lord Triesman: It was in response to rocket attacks from Gaza that Israel 
launched its military response four years ago. The express goal of destroying the 
apparatus of terror, as they said at the time, left 13 Israelis and 1,400 or more 
Palestinians dead. Yet, despite that, over 1,000 rockets have been launched in the past 
year … The rocket attacks on southern Israel are wholly unacceptable. No Government, 
least of all the Government of this country, would tolerate the targeting of its citizens. … 
Without a cessation of violence, the concept of the peace process is doomed, and a 
ceasefire is not the only urgent issue. Those who have seen civilians-men, women and 
many tiny and terrified kids-in the overstretched hospitals of Gaza will know that the 
hospitals already lacked many of the basic resources that they needed to treat their 
patients and they now face even greater burdens. … The inward flow of those resources 
is as vital as stopping the inward flow of arms, especially of Iranian rockets, a 
longstanding objective of the quartet. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121120/debtext/121120-0002.htm
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Does the Minister agree that a key barrier to peace negotiations is the expansion of 
illegal settlements that undermine the prospects of a contiguous Palestinian state and set 
back almost any realistic prospects? 
The Opposition believe that an enhanced status for the Palestinians should be discussed 
at the United Nations' General Assembly and should be supported by the United 
Kingdom as an aid to negotiations …  

 

col 1725  Baroness Warsi: … We have also made it absolutely clear that an escalation 
of this matter, a ground invasion, is not the way forward. Huge international 
condemnation would follow. …  

 

col 1726  Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: My Lords, does the Minister agree that Israel 
has the right to defend its citizens from rocket attacks from Gaza and to try to destroy 
Hamas's arsenals? … 

 

col 1727  Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … I thank the Minister for her repeated assurances 
that no decision has been taken about the vote in the General Assembly on the status of 
Palestine. However, does she not recognise that the way in which the Statement was 
cast �was highly negative in that effect and that the reference to the possibility that a 
voting of a resolution might paralyse the peace process is, frankly, a travesty? The peace 
process is paralysed by the position of the Prime Minister of Israel … 

 

Baroness Warsi: That is exactly why it is important for these Statements to be repeated 
in this House. It is important that the views of this House are taken on board. I and 
officials who are listening will make sure that this is taken back. We make it very clear in 
all our discussions with Israel that time is running out for a negotiated two-state solution. 
We have made it clear that of course they have to make progress in relation to the 
building of illegal settlements and in getting back to the negotiating table. As I said in the 
Statement, we use the same approach in relation to President Abbas. We encourage him 
to take the necessary steps to ensure that this matter is resolved through negotiation. 

 

Lord Judd: … the missiles into Israel are wrong and they are totally counterproductive. 
That cannot be said too strongly. But the settlements, with all their security 
arrangements, roadblocks and the rest, are wrong and totally counterproductive in the 
irritation and humiliation that they cause every day to ordinary Palestinian people. … 

 

col 1728  Baroness Morris of Bolton: … What is being done to address the critical 
shortages faced by hospitals in Gaza, where 40% of essential medicines and 60% of 
medical disposals were already at zero stock before the escalation because of the 
blockade? 

  

col 1729  Baroness Warsi: … Our assessment is that there is not at this stage a 
humanitarian crisis, because aid continues to flow from Egypt through the Rafah crossing 
and, intermittently, from Israel. A convoy of medical supplies managed to get to Gaza on 
Sunday, and food distribution is functioning-we understand that there is probably about 
30 days' worth of food stock …  

 

col 1720  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … part of any ceasefire agreement will surely 
include international monitoring to ensure compliance. Are we and our allies ready, if the 
call comes, to comply with military personnel to do just that, remembering that Israel will 
be very cautious because of its experiences of UNIFIL in Lebanon and the time when it 
left Gaza, with its effect on that frontier? … 
Baroness Warsi: In relation to the noble Lord's suggestion about observers, we will 
respond to that situation as and when it arises. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120-0001.htm - 
12112045000419 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120-0001.htm%20-%2012112045000419
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120-0001.htm%20-%2012112045000419
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel about implementing the recommendations of (a) the Or 
Commission of 2003 about Arab citizens, and (b) the Goldberg Commission of 2008 
about Bedouin villages.[HL3222] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
continue to urge the Israeli Government to implement the recommendations made 
by the 2003 Or Commission. 
We remain concerned that the recommendations of the Goldberg Commission, 
which included a recommendation to recognise most of the remaining 
unrecognised Bedouin villages, have not led to an end to the demolition of 
Bedouin houses and villages. Our embassy in Tel Aviv is in regular contact with 
Bedouin leaders and activists and our ambassador has discussed the issue with 
the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Knesset and Minister Begin on many 
occasions. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether United Kingdom diplomatic 
missions in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem purchase settlement goods.[HL3249] 

Baroness Warsi: I refer the noble Baroness to the answer given by the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) on 11 
June (Official Report, col. 230-31W). 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the Government of Israel about the recommendation in the recent report 
Children in Military Custody that all interrogations be audio-visually recorded.[HL3250] 

Baroness Warsi: Our ambassador to Tel Aviv has discussed the report and 
recommendations with the Israeli Attorney-General and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and we are continuing this dialogue. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member 
for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), has also written to the Israeli ambassador 
to London on this subject. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#121
12051000740  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0
009.htm#12061267000017  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether their representations to the 
Government of Israel concerning letters to and family visits for Palestinian detainees held 
in Israel or west of the separation barrier have led to improvements; and, if so, whether 
they will provide details of those improvements.[HL3220] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
officials in Tel Aviv have raised the issue of family visits for Palestinian prisoners 
with the Israeli authorities, and following the Palestinian prisoners' hunger strike, 
family visits have been reinstated. 
We continue to press the Israeli authorities to treat prisoners held by them in 
accordance with international and Israeli law. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what has been the outcome of their 
requests of the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority to eliminate the use of 
torture and harmful and degrading treatment of persons in custody.[HL3221] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000740
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000740
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000017
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Baroness Warsi: Our officials in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities about the broader questions of the treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners. We continue to press the Israeli authorities to comply with their 
obligations under international law, including in their own policies on detention and 
the treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 
We are in regular touch with the International Committee of the Red Cross, which 
is monitoring the situation closely. It has not raised any accusations of torture. 
Our consul general to Jerusalem met the new Palestinian Minister of Justice on 2 
July and reaffirmed the need for all allegations of torture and mistreatment to be 
thoroughly investigated. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the report Trading Away 
Peace, whether they will impose import restrictions on goods and services from Israel's 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.[HL3252] 

Baroness Warsi: We will be reviewing the recommendations made in the report 
Trading Away Peace published on 30 October concerning the European Union's 
trade with illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion with our EU 
partners. We continue to work to take forward the commitment made by EU 
Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May to 
fully and effectively implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral 
arrangements applicable to settlement products. This includes working to ensure 
that settlement produce does not enter the EU duty-free under the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement, and that settlement products are not incorrectly labelled 
as Israeli produce, in violation of EU consumer protection regulations. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have discussed with the 
Government of Israel the destruction of olive trees, pollution of water supplies and 
unannounced closures of agricultural roads by settlers and military personnel in the Salfit 
Governorate of the Occupied Palestinian Territories.[HL3253] 

Baroness Warsi: Our ambassador to Israel raised the issue of settler violence 
during the olive harvest with the Israeli negotiator on the Middle East peace 
process, Isaac Molho, on 13 November. We note the particular sensitivities 
around olive trees given their status as a national symbol and the sole source of 
income for many Palestinian farmers. Our officials in Israel have discussed water 
issues in Salfit with the relevant Israeli authorities in some depth. 
Our ambassador and consul-general most recently raised concerns over 
movement and access restrictions with the Co-ordinator of Government Activities 
in the Territories in October, but they did not raise Salfit governorate specifically. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#121
12051000741  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are under any treaty-
based obligation to realise the right to self-determination of the Palestinian 
people.[HL3251] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Palestinian people's right of self-determination is clearly established under 
international law. As a matter of policy, the UK fully supports the realisation of this 
right. We want to see a negotiated two-state solution resulting in a secure and 
universally recognised Israel living alongside a sovereign and viable Palestinian 
state, based on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem the future capital of both 
states, and a fair settlement for refugees.  The UK has no treaty obligation to itself 
realise the Palestinian people's right to self-determination. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#121
12051000751  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000741
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000741
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000751
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000751


 8

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary comments on reports of a bomb attack on a bus in Tel Aviv 
“The UK is deeply concerned at emerging reports of a bomb attack on a bus in Tel Aviv, 
which has seriously injured a number of people. At this time our thoughts are with the 
individuals and families affected. 
“Details of what happened are still unclear but if this was a terrorist attack we condemn it 
unreservedly. We are clear that terrorists must not be allowed to set the agenda. 
“This shocking violence further underlines the urgent need for an immediate de-escalation 
of violence and a full ceasefire. We urge all those involved to do everything they can to 
give maximum support to Egyptian-led efforts to allow them to succeed.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837272882  
 
Foreign Office Minister has met Palestinian President to discuss the conflict in 
Gaza and southern Israel. 
… Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East, Alistair Burt, yesterday visited the West 
Bank and Jerusalem as part of his visit to the region. ��He met Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad in Ramallah to discuss the conflict in Gaza 
and Southern Israel. The Minister offered his condolences to the Palestinian President for 
the loss of innocent civilian life, and expressed his concern at the rising numbers of 
civilian casualties and the particular impact on children. �… The Minister confirmed that 
the British Department for International Development would be providing £20 million of 
planned support for the UN Refugees and Works Agency, including £10m which has 
been brought forward to allow the Agency to maintain the provision of essential services 
to the refugee population including in Gaza at this critical time.��Mr Burt also made a 
phone call to Mrs Sahar Dalou in Gaza City. … 
Speaking today the Minister said:�“Having seen firsthand the impact of the conflict on 
Israeli civilians earlier this week, yesterday I heard about how hard this tragedy is hitting 
Palestinians. ��“I shared with President Abbas my deep concern about the rising 
number of civilian casualties in Gaza, and the importance we attach to ensuring that 
Israel meets its commitments under international law in this conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=836967782  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-04890 John Mason: Scotland Can Be a Peacemaker in the Middle East—That 
the Parliament notes with sadness the growing tension in Israel and Palestine in recent 
days; regrets both the recent and previous loss of life; further regrets the deaths of at 
least 2,000 per annum in Afghanistan over the last 11 years and perhaps as many as 
2,000 per month in Syria; considers that all of these conflicts would be better settled by 
negotiation rather than bloodshed; urges all sides in these conflicts to sit round the 
table with their opponents; considers that the international community and Scottish 
politicians should aim to reduce the tension in each situation including by careful and 
considered use of language, and hopes that Scotland can play some part of the role as 
a peacemaker in the Middle East and other conflict areas. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04890&ResultsPerPage=10  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=837272882
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=836967782
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04890&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04890&ResultsPerPage=10
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Scottish Government 

Gaza situation 
First Minister Alex Salmond today called for both sides in the current conflict in Gaza and 
Israel to heed the United Nations’ call for a ceasefire. 
… "The UN’s calls for an immediate ceasefire in the region must be heeded. It is 
imperative that both Israeli and Palestinian forces act on that UN demand, in order to 
prevent any further escalation in hostilities and any more loss of life. 
"A cessation in violence is urgently needed because any such escalation could see 
things spiral dangerously out of control. The Scottish Government supports the UN’s 
ceasefire call and all ongoing international diplomatic efforts to achieve peace in the 
region.  "The lives lost in this conflict are individual human tragedies and the killing of 
innocent civilians - be they Palestinian or Israeli - is to be utterly condemned. The rocket 
attacks on Israel are wrong and should stop, as should the Israeli bombardment on Gaza 
which has been heavily disproportionate in terms of the civilian loss of life, and has only 
added to that toll of human tragedy. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/Gaza-FM-201112  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Question 

Rhodri Glyn Thomas: On an international issue, you will be aware that the Scottish 
Government has called for an immediate ceasefire in the current conflict in the middle 
east to ensure justice for all the inhabitants of the area. We have held more than one 
debate here to reflect the concerns that there are in Wales about the situation that has 
existed for some years, but almost 100 people have been killed in the current conflict to 
date—90 Palestinians and three citizens of Israel. Do you as a Government intend to 
reflect those concerns and make a statement similar to the one made by the Scottish 
Government, or will you give us an opportunity to discuss these issues here, as we have 
done in the past? Do you as a Government believe that the only way in which justice can 
be done and permanent peace secured in that area is by recognising both states and the 
rights of their citizens? 

Jane Hutt: … Of course it is appropriate for the Member to raise his concerns, 
which I am sure are shared and reflected in the Chamber, about the current most 
regrettable conflict in the middle east, and it is an important point for him to make 
in the business statement. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=240723&ds=11%2F2012#busnes  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

Middle-East Conflict –Rhodri Glyn Thomas 
This Assembly: Notes the concern of the people of Wales towards the plight of the 
Palestinian people, who are currently denied human and national rights and live under 
military occupation and blockade; 
Recognises that communities and faith groups in Wales have contributed to aid efforts; 
Notes previous debates conducted in the Chamber on the middle-east conflict; Supports 
a peace settlement that gives equal status and rights to both sides; Regrets the current 
violence in the Gaza Strip/Israel and supports an immediate ceasefire; and Hopes for the 
well-being of people from Wales living and working in Palestine/Israel. 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-
opinion.htm?act=dis&id=240707&ds=11/2012  

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/Gaza-FM-201112
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=240723&ds=11%2F2012#busnes
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=240723&ds=11%2F2012#busnes
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=240707&ds=11/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=240707&ds=11/2012
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United Nations 

Ban condemns in 'strongest possible terms' attack on bus in Tel Aviv 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemns in the “strongest possible 
terms” a bomb attack on a bus today in the centre of the Israeli city of Tel Aviv … “The 
Secretary-General was shocked at the news of the terror attack,” the spokesperson 
added in a statement. “There are no circumstances that justify the targeting of civilians. 
The Secretary-General is saddened and expresses his sympathy to those injured in the 
blast.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43563&Cr=israel&Cr1=#.UK0M1qVXsTw  
 
UN Secretary-General says a further escalation of violence in Gaza ‘benefits no one’ 
… Speaking at a joint press conference with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
after the two held a meeting, Mr. Ban also said he “strongly cautioned against a ground 
invasion” of the Palestinian enclave. … 
“Rockets have hit areas just outside of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, as well as Israeli towns 
near Gaza, killing and injuring civilians,” said Mr. Ban, calling the attacks “unacceptable, 
irresponsible and reckless.” “I strongly condemn these actions,” he states. “Rocket attacks 
by Palestinian militants targeting Israel must cease immediately.” 
He added that any further escalation benefits no one. “I know how difficult the situation is 
here, but Israel must exercise maximum restraint,” he said, also taking note of an Israeli 
statement that Israeli military operations focused on “military facilities.” 
“While Israeli rockets may be aimed at military targets inside Gaza, they kill and injure 
civilians and damage civilian infrastructures,” he said. “The loss of civilian lives is 
unacceptable under any circumstances. The excessive use of force is unlawful and must 
be rejected. …   “Innocent people, including children, are being killed and injured on both 
sides,” he said. “I appeal to all those commanding, bearing and operating arms – weapons 
– to respect international humanitarian law to ensure the protection of civilians at all 
times.”   Mr. Ban made similar points at a press conference with Israeli President Shimon 
Peres, with whom he also met privately, in addition to holding meetings with several other 
Israeli leaders. …  “My message is clear: all sides must stop fire,” Mr. Ban said during his 
press conference with Mr. Qandil. … At his joint press encounter with Mr. Elaraby, the UN 
chief said he and his Arab League counterpart shared a “deep concern” about the 
“appalling rising cost in human lives.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43560&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UK0NmKVXsTx  
 

 

TUC 
Pursue all avenues to end Gaza conflict says TUC 
TUC General Secretary Brendan Barber has written to Foreign Secretary William Hague 
urging him to pursue all avenues to end the conflict in Gaza. 
… The TUC condemns violence from all sides: the Israeli offensive into Gaza and the 
rocket attacks from Gaza into Israel. … It is the Palestinians who stand to suffer the most. 
Fighting in Gaza will deepen the suffering of some 1.6 million people, half of them 
children, already paying a heavy price under Israel's five year blockade of the territory. … 
I call on the UK government to take concrete steps to get the Israelis and Palestinians 
back to the negotiating table. Publicly backing the Palestinian bid for statehood at the UN 
General Assembly, and stepping up practical pressure on Israel to stop expansion of 
illegal settlements would greatly aid in this regard. … 
To read the full text of the letter see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/international/tuc-21686-f0.cfm  

TOP 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6447
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43563&Cr=israel&Cr1=#.UK0M1qVXsTw
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=2631
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=2632
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=2630
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=2629
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43560&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UK0NmKVXsTx
http://www.tuc.org.uk/international/tuc-21686-f0.cfm
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Freedom 
The Lord Bishop of Guildford: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the effectiveness of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's 2009 
toolkit on freedom of religion or belief in promoting those human rights overseas; and 
whether they intend to update the toolkit to take account of the Arab spring. [HL3345] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) toolkit on freedom of religion or belief 
provides an essential guide to all of our embassies and high commissions. It aims 
to help staff understand the human rights issues involved in freedom of religion or 
belief and gives them a range of tools to promote this human right and to combat 
violations of it. 
The toolkit has been used by FCO staff overseas to raise our concerns with their 
host governments about individual cases as well as to lobby for changes in 
discriminatory practices and laws. The toolkit, which was the subject of extensive 
consultation with the UK non-governmental organisation (NGO) community in its 
development, has been widely welcomed by NGOs and EU member states. The 
EU's External Action Service has also been using it as a resource in the 
development of EU guidelines on freedom of religion or belief. We drew upon it in 
the development of the FCO's own strategy on freedom of religion or belief. 
The toolkit is kept under review but is designed to set out our response to cross-
cutting issues and frequently asked questions rather than focusing on specific 
countries, regions or religions. The FCO's 2011 annual human rights report did, 
however, include a focus on the opportunities and challenges brought about by 
the Arab spring including in the context of religious freedom and rights of 
minorities. We will continue to be alert to the impact of the Arab spring on 
followers of all faiths and none. 

The Lord Bishop of Guildford: To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress has 
been made in the development of a religious freedom toolkit by the European Union 
External Action Service.[HL3348] 

Baroness Warsi: The EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights 
and Democracy committed the External Action Service to developing public 
guidelines on freedom of religion or belief by the end of the year. The UK has 
played a leading role in shaping these guidelines in the EU Human Rights 
Working Group, for instance by providing our own religious freedom toolkit as an 
example. We have also sought and provided input from civil society including 
faith-based actors. The draft guidelines are currently with the office of the EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and will be subject to 
further scrutiny by member states and civil society organisations. 

The Lord Bishop of Guildford: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the pilot 
projects on freedoms of religion or belief identified in the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office's 2012 Human Rights Report have been undertaken; and, if so, what were the 
results of those pilot projects.[HL3349] 

Baroness Warsi: Freedom of religion or belief is a priority area for the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office (FCO)'s Human Rights and Democracy Programme 
Fund and we supported several projects in this area during the financial year 
2011-12. These included a grassroots religious reconciliation initiative in Iraq 
involving a series of small scale meetings to encourage dialogue between local 
religious leaders from across the sectarian divides. This project built on the 
progress  achieved  by the High  Council of  Religious  Leaders  in  Iraq during the  
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course of an FCO-funded project in 2010-11. In order to protect the safety and 
security of organisations delivering sensitive projects overseas, we do not 
routinely name projects or organisations that have received funding. 
We remain keen to attract more good quality bids from potential project 
implementers. We are currently assessing the results of our projects to date and 
plan to circulate examples of best practice to our embassies and high 
commissions with a view to stimulating more bids in future years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#121
12051000758 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/am049-c.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000758
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121120w0001.htm#12112051000758
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/am049-c.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
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Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
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