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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Islam 
Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
recent representations she has received on recording Islamophobia as a separate 
category of hate crime; and if she will make a statement. [127686] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: The Government is committed to improving the recording of 
all hate crimes. We recently published the first set of Official Statistics on hate 
crimes recorded by the police, which included those crimes motivated by religious 
hatred. Some police forces capture data on hate crimes against particular faith 
groups for intelligence purposes, and we would encourage this where it reflects 
local priorities. However, we also strive to strike the right balance between 
recording crime to the appropriate national level of detail and imposing new 
burdens on the police, and as a result have no current plans to mandate that 
forces have in place specific systems to separately record hate crimes against 
particular faith groups. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0
002.htm#12111923000082  
 

Organs: Donors 
Glyn Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what recent discussions he has 
had with the Welsh Government on the effect that the introduction of presumed consent 
into the organ donation system in Wales will have on the organ transplantation system in 
England. [128410] 

Anna Soubry: We continue to work closely with the Welsh Government on the 
potential policy, financial, operational and legal implications of their proposed 
introduction of an opt-out system of consent for organ donation in Wales. Across 
the United Kingdom we have made considerable progress over the last four years 
with a welcome significant improvement in organ donor rates. We wish to be 
certain that the introduction of opt-out legislation in Wales will not have an 
adverse impact on this progress overall. 

Glyn Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Health (1) what assessment he has made 
of the effect on the number of human organs likely to become available for transplant in 
England if presumed consent were to be introduced in England; [128625] 
(2) what  assessment  he has made of the effect on the number of human organs likely to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0002.htm#12111923000082
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0002.htm#12111923000082
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become available for transplant in England if presumed consent were to be introduced in 
Wales; [128626] 
(3) what discussions he has had with (a) black and minority ethnic, (b) Muslim and (c) 
Jewish communities in England on the introduction of presumed consent into the organ 
donation system. [128627] 

Anna Soubry: In 2008, the Organ Donation Taskforce considered the issue of 
presumed consent in considerable detail looking at the clinical, communication, 
cultural, ethical legal and practical aspects of opt-out legislation. Their second 
report, “The potential impact of an opt-out system for organ donation” published in 
November 2008, did not recommend introducing an opt-out system at that time 
finding that while such a system would have the potential to deliver benefits, they 
were not confident its introduction would increase organ donor numbers, and felt 
there was some evidence that donor numbers may go down. For example the 
majority of faith and belief groups interviewed were positive about donation but 
most were opposed to the introduction of opt-out legislation. 
Instead, the Taskforce believed that a significant increase in donor rates could be 
achieved by acting on the recommendations in their first report, “Organs for 
Transplants”, published in January 2008, without the need for legislation, and the 
costs and risks associated with introducing a new consent system. 
Implementation of the Taskforce recommendations has seen United Kingdom 
donor numbers rise by 40% over the baseline year of 2007-08. 
The Explanatory Memorandum accompanying the recent draft Welsh Government 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill is not definite about the level of increase that 
is likely to occur with the introduction opt-out legislation in Wales but every 
additional donor could donate on average three organs to the UK pool for 
transplantation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0
007.htm#1211204000073  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Virendra Sharma (731) International Migrants Day – That this House acknowledges 
the contribution that migrants continue to make to this country in all spheres of life; notes 
that many migrants are vulnerable to exploitation and can face unacceptable levels of 
abuse; and joins in the celebration of United Nations' International Migrants Day on 18 
December 2012 as an opportunity to raise awareness about the contribution and the 
rights of migrants in the UK. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/731  

 
 

Welsh Government 

New anti-bullying campaign urges children and young people to ask for help 
… The campaign … urges those affected by bullying to speak out and seek help from a 
parent, teacher, friend or by contacting Meic, the National Advocacy and Advice helpline 
for children and young people in Wales. …  
The guidance [released in October 2011] focuses on five distinct forms of bullying: 
bullying around race, religion and culture; bullying around special educational needs and 
disabilities; homophobic bullying; sexist, sexual and transphobic bullying and cyber-
bullying. 
Schools across Wales are now also able to offer school-based counselling services for 
those who have been affected by bullying, with the Welsh Government providing £14.25 
million of funding from 2011-2014. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0007.htm#1211204000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121119/text/121119w0007.htm#1211204000073
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/731
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To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/educationandskills/2012/newantibullyingcampaign/?lang=en  
 

To read the guidance (reported in PAB 10/10/2011) see 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dcells/publications/111007respectingothersen.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Education on the Holocaust alone cannot combat anti-Semitism, say participants 
of OSCE meeting 
Although education about the Holocaust is vital, educational activities in the OSCE region 
need to be broadened to effectively combat anti-Semitism, said experts at a roundtable 
discussion organized by the OSCE …  
… although many countries commemorate the Holocaust on a special day, 
manifestations of anti-Semitism, including conspiracy theories involving Jews, and 
Holocaust denial, persist in societies across the OSCE region.��“OSCE/ODIHR co-
operates closely with participating States to improve their responses to hate crime, but 
we also need to think about what can be done to prevent intolerance,” said Floriane 
Hohenberg, Head of ODIHR’s Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department. “In 
addition to reflecting on the Holocaust, students should learn how to question anti-Semitic 
stereotypes.”��… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/97345  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel about that country's exercise of its responsibilities under 
the Geneva Convention for the welfare of those under its occupation, and in particular 
about Israel bearing the cost of meeting those responsibilities.[HL3046] 

Lord Newby: Our officials in Israel hold frequent and high level discussions with 
the Israeli authorities regarding the welfare of the Palestinian population of �the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), though not specifically with reference to 
the Geneva Convention. We have not raised the issue of Israeli responsibilities 
regarding the costs of maintaining the welfare of the local population of the OPTs 
but have frequently encouraged the Israelis to facilitate the speedy clearance of 
revenue transfers to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#121
11915000647  
 

Egypt 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with 
the Government of Egypt about that country's position on the peace treaty between 
Egypt and Israel.[HL3044] 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/educationandskills/2012/newantibullyingcampaign/?lang=en
http://www.osce.org/odihr/97345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#12111915000647
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#12111915000647
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Lord Newby: The Prime Minister, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Witney (Mr Cameron), met President Mursi on 26 September and they discussed 
relations with Israel. President Mursi confirmed Egypt's commitment to the peace 
treaty. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#121
11915000630  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (728) Israeli bombardment of Gaza – That this House condemns the 
extra-judicial killings and the illegal bombardment of innocent men, women and children 
by Israel in Gaza; notes the complicity of the UK and the US in providing technology, 
training and armaments for the Israeli forces; and urges the Foreign Secretary to 
condemn the attacks and protest to his Israeli c  ounterpart in the strongest possible 
terms. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/728  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on Gaza, the Middle East Peace Process and Syria 
… On 14th November the Israeli Defence Forces began air strikes against the Gaza Strip 
in response to a sharp increase in rocket fire. Hamas and other militant groups 
responded with even greater rocket fire, although these attacks have been reduced in the 
last two days. As of today three Israeli citizens have been killed including one woman and 
one child, and at least one hundred and nine Palestinians, including eleven women and 
twenty six children also killed. ��We have made clear both that Hamas bears principal 
responsibility for the start of the current crisis, but also that all sides have responsibilities. 
We quickly called on Israel to seek every opportunity to de-escalate their military 
response, and to observe international humanitarian law and avoid civilian casualties. … 
We have also warned that a ground invasion of Gaza could lengthen the conflict, sharply 
increase civilian casualties, and erode international support for Israel’s position. ��We 
wish to see an agreed ceasefire that stops the rocket attacks against Israel and ends 
Israeli military operations. … �There is no military solution to the crisis in Gaza or to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. … While there is any chance of achieving a return to talks in 
the coming months, we continue to advise President Abbas against attempts to win 
Palestinian observer state status at the United Nations through a vote in the UN General 
Assembly. We judge that this would make it harder to secure a return to negotiations, and 
could have very serious consequences for the Palestinian authority. ��Our collective 
goal must be a two state solution based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, 
Jerusalem as the capital of both states, and a just settlement for refugees. To read the 
full statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=836858882  
 
Foreign Office Minister visits Middle East to urge de-escalation 
Minister Burt will meet with senior Israelis, including Foreign Minister Lieberman and 
Deputy Prime Minister Meridor, and senior Palestinians, including President Abbas and 
Prime Minister Fayyad, to discuss how to bring an urgent end to the current 
conflict.  ��Today he visited Kiryat Malachi in southern Israel to see first-hand the 
terrible impact of the rocket that hit a residential building last week and killed three Israeli 
civilians. He spent time with one of the bereaved families, met Mayor Moti Malka, and 
was briefed on the on-going rocket attacks from Gaza. Tomorrow, the Minister will be 
briefed by the  United  Nations  and  a  range  of  international NGOs on the humanitarian  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#12111915000630
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121119w0001.htm#12111915000630
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/728
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=836858882
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situation inside the Gaza Strip.��Commenting on his visit, Minister Burt said:��"I am 
gravely concerned about the current crisis, particularly the loss of civilian life on both 
sides.��"Today I have seen for myself the impact of this conflict, and the terrible toll and 
suffering it is inflicting on families and communities across Israel. Coming here has given 
me a sense of what life is like for people under attack, and the appalling devastation that 
rockets attacks bring. The people in villages, towns and cities across Israel have the right 
to live without the constant fear of rocket attacks. I look forward to speaking tomorrow to 
President Abbas to discuss the human impact of the conflict in Gaza, where rising 
numbers of civilian casualties are a real cause for concern.��"The UK calls on Hamas, 
who bear principal responsibility for starting this round of violence, to stop the rocket 
attacks. Doing so would bring the violence most quickly to an end. But there are also 
responsibilities on Israel and, as the number of casualties in Gaza increases, we continue 
to urge Israel to do all it can to de-escalate the situation, to minimise civilian casualties, 
and to give mediation efforts a chance to succeed.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=836631482  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-04871 Alison Johnstone: Gaza—That the Parliament condemns the missile 
attacks on Gaza by Israel, which have resulted in many deaths, including children; 
supports the call from the Secretary-General of the United Nations for an immediate de-
escalation of tensions and for both sides to respect their obligations under international 
humanitarian law; believes that a repeat of the conflict four years ago in which an 
estimated 1,400 Palestinians died can be avoided; supports the efforts of the Scottish 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign to raise awareness of the rights of the Palestinian people, 
and calls on the UK Government to stop arms sales to Israel. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04871&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

Council of the European Union 

Council conclusions on Gaza 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

1. The European Union expresses grave concern about the situation in Gaza and 
Israel and deeply regrets the loss of civilian life on both sides. All attacks must end 
immediately as they cause unjustifiable suffering of innocent civilians. It therefore 
calls for an urgent de- escalation and cessation of hostilities. It supports the efforts 
of Egypt and other actors to mediate for a rapid ceasefire and welcomes the 
mission of the United Nations Secretary General to the region. 

2. The European Union strongly condemns the rocket attacks on Israel from the 
Gaza Strip which Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza must cease 
immediately. There can be no justification for the deliberate targeting of innocent 
civilians. Israel has the right to protect its population from these kinds of attacks; in 
doing so it must act proportionately and ensure the protection of civilians at all 
times. The EU stresses the need for all sides to fully respect international 
humanitarian law.  

3. An immediate cessation of hostilities is in everyone’s interest, particularly at a time 
of instability in the region. The current situation underlines once more the urgent 
need to move towards a two-state solution allowing both sides to live side-by-side 
in peace and security. The European Union will continue working with all those 
with influence in the region to bring this about.  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=836631482
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04871&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04871&ResultsPerPage=10
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4. The European Union recalls its position on Gaza as stated in previous Council 
Conclusions, in particular those of 14 May 2012."  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133587.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Civilian death toll in Gaza continues to rise, UN agency warns 
… “The situation [for civilians] is bad,” said the spokesperson for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East, Christopher Gunness. “This is a very 
densely populated place. There are many, many civilians. More than half of Gaza’s 1.7 
million people are children, and what we are seeing are rockets flying out of this area, 
populated largely by civilians, and airstrikes coming in.” … 
The recent wave of violence – which includes rocket attacks against Israel from Gaza, 
and Israeli airstrikes on Gaza – have reportedly resulted in more than 90 Palestinians 
and three Israelis having been killed, with many others wounded. 
UNRWA has 1.2 million beneficiaries in Gaza, where, last week, one of its staff members 
was killed in an Israeli airstrike. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43544&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UKup3aVXsTw  
 
Palestinian Rights Committee approves four draft resolutions as it considers latest 
hostilities in Gaza Strip 
… Approved for submission to the General Assembly, were texts titled “Peaceful 
settlement of the question of Palestine”, “Division for Palestinian Rights of the 
Secretariat”, “Special information programme on the question of Palestine of the 
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat” and “Committee on the Exercise of 
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People”. 
… the Assembly would stress the need for the removal of checkpoints and other 
obstructions to the movement of persons and goods through the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, as well as the need to respect and preserve its 
territorial unity, contiguity and integrity.  … 
… stress the need for Israel’s withdrawal from Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, 
including East Jerusalem, and for the realization of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people, primarily their right to self-determination and to an independent 
State.  … 
… express grave concern over the impasse in the peace process and the serious 
deterioration of the situation on the ground.  … 
Committee Chair Abdou Salam Diallo … referring to Israel’s launch of a “large-scale 
military operation” in the Gaza Strip last week … demanded that Israel immediately and 
unconditionally end its military campaign in the Gaza Strip, because “nothing can justify 
this deadly military operation that Israel is carrying out, gravely endangering the 
Palestinian civilian population and spreading fear and trauma”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/gapal1248.doc.htm  
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http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133587.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1512
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43544&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UKup3aVXsTw
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/gapal1248.doc.htm
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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