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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Charitable Registration 
includes: 
col 36WH  Fiona Bruce: … In a debate in the House on the 2006 Act, the then Minister 
for the Cabinet Office said: “The Bill preserves the existing law on the definition and test 
of public benefit, with one change. Under the existing law, there is the presumption that 
charities established for the relief of poverty, the advancement of education or the 
advancement of religion are for the public benefit… The Bill abolishes that presumption.” 
The critical phrase is that “The Bill preserves the existing law on the definition and test of 
public benefit”. … 

 

col 37WH  Rehman Chishti: … When gospel halls across the country apply to Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs to be recognised as a charity, they are recognised as a 
charity, so the Charity Commission’s … [decision not to register the Preston Down Trust 
of the Plymouth Brethren] is bizarre and must be put right. 

 

Fiona Bruce: … there appears to be no challenge to the rating exemption of gospel 
halls, provided that they have an appropriate notice outside; and, as devolved legislation, 
charity registration is dealt with differently in Scotland. I understand that the charitable 
registration of religious organisations in Scotland is not being challenged, so we could 
have a bizarre situation whereby, for example, a Brethren church in Scotland is 
registered as a charity and is able to claim tax exemption through the HMRC regulations, 
but its sister or brother church in England or Wales is not. … 
Some smaller Christian denominations are seriously concerned. I know who they are, but 
they do not wish to be named for obvious reasons. There are hundreds, if not thousands, 
of independent free Churches that potentially also have cause for concern but, 
incidentally, do not have the resources to appeal, as the Brethren have, to the tribunal. 

 

col 38WH  Charlie Elphicke: … this is a test case on religion and the thin end of the 
wedge, particularly given that the Charity Commission’s letter says that even the Church 
of England would have to prove public benefit? … the practices of the Catholic Church, in 
terms of the Eucharist, are very similar to those of the Plymouth Brethren being 
complained about by the Charity Commission? It is wrong to allow religion to be 
suppressed in the United Kingdom on any basis. …  

 

col 40WH  Fiona Bruce: … One area of concern and confusion that [Professor Rivers] 
highlights is what we mean by the phrase “a section of the public” in relation to religious 
charities. If an organisation is to pass the test for charitable registration, a section of the 
public   must  benefit,   but  are  not  members  of  a  denomination — the Methodists,  for  
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example—also members of the public? It has been suggested that the Charity 
Commission is trying to turn the question on its head by thinking of a class as restricted 
and therefore not consisting of members of the public, rather than as public because it is, 
on the face of it, open to all. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113
h0001.htm#12111376000002  
 

col 43WH  Fiona Bruce: … The Charity Commission expressed “concerns about the lack 
of public access to participation in…Holy Communion.” 
Many Christian denominations limit participation in Holy Communion in some way, most 
notably, I understand, the Roman Catholic church. Other hon. Members may be able to 
testify to that. Restricting access to Holy Communion should not be a reason for refusing 
charitable status. … 

 

Mark Durkan: … I served on the Bill Committee that considered the Small Charitable 
Donations Bill and, in that context, it is clear that the Government have gone to some 
lengths to make quite elaborate and convoluted provision to take care of the differing set-
ups and networks of the Catholic Church and the Church of England, though not much 
by way of smaller Churches. … Members of Parliament might have an opportunity, when 
that Bill returns to the Chamber in a couple of weeks, to support an amendment that 
would clarify that local churches as well as community amateur sports clubs should be 
included in the working definition of charities and at least come under the definition of 
community benefit …  

 

Fiona Bruce: … many other faith groups are concerned about the legislation. It is 
interesting, therefore, to look back at the debate in 2006, when the Charities Act was 
passed in the House. The right hon. Member for Doncaster North (Edward Miliband), 
now the Leader of the Opposition, said that “it is right that public benefit must be shown, 
but…at least for religion, the obligation will not be onerous. We have accepted, and I 
think others have, too, that making provision for people to attend acts of worship is 
clearly a public benefit. It is clear in case law, and it will remain part of the charity law of 
this country. Religions have nothing to fear.” …  
It would appear that religious charities now very much have something to fear. 
 

col 47WH  Mr Wilson: … the Charity Commission … states that nearly 20% of registered 
charities are there for the advancement of religion and all the good causes that go along 
with that. It registers hundreds of Christian charities each year. What does she believe is 
really motivating the Charity Commission in this case? Is it because the Plymouth 
Brethren are different, a minority group and much easier to suppress as a result? 

 

Fiona Bruce: … we are perhaps seeing a clash between what we might call a secular 
liberal society and the traditional society that we have seen in our country up until now, 
which has respected the role of religions, particularly the Christian Church, over many 
centuries. …  

 

col 51WH  Robert Halfon: … I say this as a Jewish person—the Brethren were tragically 
persecuted by Hitler in the second world war and suffered terribly in Nazi Germany. That 
is all the more reason, given what they have gone through, why we, as an open, tolerant 
and decent society, in a country that I am proud to live in, should ensure that the 
Brethren are treated properly and get the charitable status they deserve. …  

 

col 60WH  The Parliamentary Secretary, Cabinet Office (Mr Nick Hurd): … As a 
public body, the Charity Commission is bound by equalities duties and by law must not 
discriminate in its dealings with different religions or faiths. A fact that has not emerged 
from the debate is that the Charity Commission continues to register hundreds of 
Christian charities each year, including charities that were previously excepted. That fact 
has to be reconciled with various statements—some of them quite wild—about the 
commission discriminating. …  
We asked Lord Hodgson to review all the regulation and legislation affecting the sector. 
His preliminary conclusion  was  that  the  system  tha t we have at the moment would be  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113h0001.htm#12111376000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113h0001.htm#12111376000002
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difficult to change, because there is a substantial challenge in trying to condense 
hundreds of years of case law into a rigid, fixed definition of public benefit in this place. 
His view was that it was better to stay with this flexible system, which can evolve over 
time and whereby things are determined by case law. We are reviewing that 
recommendation. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113
h0002.htm  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Equality Act 2010 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
(1) any differences in the state of race relations and race equality between England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, and (2) of any benefits or disadvantages 
experienced in Northern Ireland resulting from the specific legislative responsibilities and 
duties in place there.[HL2933] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The Equality Act 2010 applies to 
England, Scotland and Wales and the legislation is reserved to the UK Parliament 
for race. Northern Ireland is covered by the Race Relations (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1997, as amended. 
The UK Government/DCLG has not made any assessments concerning 
differences in the state of race relations and race equality between England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Responsibility for race relations in Northern Ireland is a devolved matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121113w0001.htm#121
11397000400  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council/Defence Affairs Council/General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … Middle East Peace Process 
The middle east peace process discussions will focus on the prospect of a Palestinian 
application to the UN General Assembly to upgrade their status to that of a non-member 
observer state. The UK will emphasise the need for EU countries to vote in a manner 
which advances our shared goal of realising the two state solution. We will make clear 
that we are encouraging the new US Administration to act quickly to put its full weight 
behind ensuring the Israelis and Palestinians return to substantive negotiations resulting 
in the resolution of the conflict. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/wmstext/12111
3m0001.htm#12111374000003  

 
 

United Nations 

At Yale lecture, Ban reiterates key role of two-state solution in Middle East peace 
process 
In a wide-ranging speech to academics and students, United  Nations  Secretary-General  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/halltext/121113h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121113w0001.htm#12111397000400
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121113w0001.htm#12111397000400
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/wmstext/121113m0001.htm#12111374000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121113/wmstext/121113m0001.htm#12111374000003
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6413
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Ban Ki-moon today drew attention to the importance of getting the Middle East peace 
process back on track and appealed to all parties with influence to inject new life into 
negotiations. … “A two-state solution remains the only viable option to end this conflict 
and the occupation that has endured for almost half a century,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43484&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.UKPIr6VXsTw  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121113-
0001.htm#12111394000025 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121113-
0002.htm#121113110000169  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0049/amend/ml049-recir.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

