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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

'Your Scotland, Your Referendum': An Analysis of Consultation Responses    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00405470.pdf 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will request the 
Government of Israel to release from military custody Majd Farooq Abdelateef Obeid and 
Abdelateef Farooq Abdelateef Obeid and other protesters against road closures following 
their arrest on 21 September at Kufr Qeddoum in the occupied West Bank.[HL2435] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not raised these specific cases but continue to press the Israeli authorities to 
comply with their obligations under international law, including in their policies on 
the detention and treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what information they have 
received regarding progress in constructing a waste water treatment plant in Salfit in the 
West Bank.[HL2466] 

Baroness Northover: DfID has not received information specifically regarding 
progress in constructing a waste water treatment plant in Salfit in the West Bank. 
The main lead on water issues in the Occupied Palestinian Territories lies with the 
Emergency Water, Sanitation and Hygiene group (EWASH). EWASH co-ordinates 
project management among almost 30 donors, agencies and organisations 
working on water and sanitation projects in both the West Bank and Gaza, and 
ensures that the donor community's messages to the appropriate Israeli 
authorities on these issues are coherent and consistent. DfID is not a member of 
this group but is in regular contact with its members. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#121
02222000872  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00405470.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#12102222000872
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#12102222000872
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Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
likelihood of the Palestinian Authority becoming bankrupt and the potential causes of 
that.[HL2356] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Palestinian Authority (PA) is in a dire financial situation. This is of serious concern 
to us and EU partners. We have been clear that the only way to achieve a 
sustainable development of PA finances would require fundamental changes to 
the way the PA and the Palestinian economy can operate, including getting Israel 
to ease restrictions in Gaza and the West Bank in order to allow the private sector 
to provide greater revenues. It would also mean ensuring that Israeli transfers of 
Palestinian revenues flow regularly and transparently. The UK and EU partners 
continue to work on these issues, including on access to Area C, and to provide 
financial support for the PA. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the consequences of Palestine seeking to be recognised as a "non-member observer 
state" by the United Nations General Assembly. [HL2465] 

Baroness Warsi: At this stage, no resolutions have been tabled in New York. If a 
UN General Assembly resolution were to be put to a vote we would consider our 
position and assess the consequences of Palestine seeking to be recognised as a 
non-member observer state. We continue to work for progress on the peace 
process more widely and would consider any resolution in this context. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0002.htm#121
02222000881  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how effective are their representations 
to the Government of Israel about access to and from Gaza, and coastal fishing, have 
been, particularly since the release of Corporal Shalit.[HL2357] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): In close 
co-ordination with our European Union partners and the Office of the Quartet 
Representative, we continue to press the Israeli Government at ministerial and 
official level to ease restrictions on access, imports and exports, including access 
to fishing areas. We welcome some recent steps in this direction, including the 
first exports of textile goods from Gaza to the UK. But these are clearly not as 
significant as we would like. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#121
02222000862  
 

Iran 
16. [123727] Angela Smith (Penistone and Stocksbridge) (Lab): Does the Secretary 
of State agree with the Israeli Prime Minister that the international community must draw 
a “clear red line” over Iran’s nuclear programme? If so, where would that be? 

Mr Hammond: The Israeli Government have their own well known position on the 
issue. The UK Government believe that engagement and continuous ratcheted 
pressure on the Iranian regime is the best way to proceed. We have also made it 
very clear to the Israelis and others that we do not believe that a pre-emptive 
military strike is the right way to proceed or the best way to resolve the situation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121022/debtext/12102
2-0001.htm#1210222000015  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0002.htm#12102222000881
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0002.htm#12102222000881
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#12102222000862
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121022w0001.htm#12102222000862
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121022/debtext/121022-0001.htm#1210222000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121022/debtext/121022-0001.htm#1210222000015
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (601) Blockade of the Gaza Strip – That this House notes with concern 
that Israel's illegal blockade of the Gaza Strip has now entered its sixth year; recognises 
the findings of the UN report Gaza in 2020 A Liveable Place? stating that urgent action is 
required to alleviate the humanitarian suffering in Gaza; and calls on Israel to 
immediately end the siege that it has imposed on 1.6 million people. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/601  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister strongly condemns Israeli settlement plans 
… Commenting on the latest publication of plans for up to 797 new settlement housing 
units in the illegal Israeli settlement of Gilo, Alistair Burt, Minister for the Middle East, 
stated: "The UK has been clear that Israeli settlements are illegal and undermine the 
possibility of a two state solution. It is deeply worrying that despite repeatedly raising our 
concerns, Israel continues to press ahead with plans to expand them. I therefore strongly 
condemn yesterday’s news that the Government of Israel is advancing plans to expand 
Gilo on the southern flank of East Jerusalem. This move is contrary to Israel’s stated 
commitments to both the two-state solution and upholding international law. We urge 
Israel to reverse this decision and take no further steps to expand settlements." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=825069482  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Striking a balance between freedom of expression and the prohibition of incitement 
to hatred 
… experts examined what constitutes “incitement” to discrimination, hostility or violence 
based on national, racial or religious grounds as described in international human rights 
law. They considered how to adequately prevent and address this problem while at the 
same time ensuring protection of freedom of expression. … 
The Plan of Action … contains a number of recommendations and conclusions – in 
legislation, judicial infrastructure, and policy – aiming to better guide all stakeholders in 
implementing the international prohibition of incitement to national, racial or religious 
hatred. … The Deputy High Commissioner said restrictions to freedom of speech must be 
formulated “in a way that makes clear that its sole purpose is to protect individuals 
holding specific beliefs or opinions, whether of a religious or other nature, from hostility, 
discrimination, or violence, rather than to protect belief systems, religions, or institutions 
as such from criticism.” 
… that “the right to freedom of religion or belief, as enshrined in relevant international 
legal standards, does not include the right to have a religion or a belief that is free from 
criticism or ridicule.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Strikingabalancebetweenfreedomofexpressi
on.aspx  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121019-
0001.htm#12101923000438  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0028/amend/pbc0281810a.25-28.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
DEFRA: Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
** closes in 3 days 
Scottish Government: The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 
 

Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121019-0001.htm#12101923000438
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121019-0001.htm#12101923000438
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0028/amend/pbc0281810a.25-28.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0028/amend/pbc0281810a.25-28.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
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** Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary  
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