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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the implementation by the Government of Israel of the recommendation of 
the 2008 Goldberg Commission which recommended the recognition of most of the 
remaining unrecognised Bedouin villages in Israel.[HL1939] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We remain concerned that the Israeli Government’s Goldberg 
Commission’s 2008 recommendations, which included a recommendation to 
recognise most of the remaining unrecognised Bedouin villages, has not brought 
about an end to the demolition of Bedouin houses and villages. 
Our Embassy is in regular contact with Bedouin leaders and activists and our 
Ambassador to Israel has discussed the issue with the Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker of the Knesset and Minister Begin on a number of occasions. Minister 
Begin told our Ambassador that the majority of the unzoned and unplanned 
villages would stay in place. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, my honourable friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) also spoke to Minister Begin on 12 July to raise our 
concerns and encourage further dialogue between the Israeli Government and 
Bedouin representatives. Extensive consultations with the Bedouin community are 
underway and it is clear that decisions are not yet imminent. We hope that this 
process will result in an agreed and satisfactory solution to the long-standing 
issue of unrecognised Bedouin villages. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations 
they have made to the Government of Israel on the draft legislation before the Knesset 
which seeks to ban mosques from using loudspeakers during the call to 
prayers.[HL1940] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The bill tabled by Knesset Member Michaeli was 
rejected by the Israeli Ministerial Committee for legislation in 11 December 2011. 
We have therefore made no representations on the matter. 
In general we place real importance on the right to freedom of religion for all. We 
condemn all instances of violence and discrimination against individuals and 
groups because of their faith or belief, including attacks or discrimination against 
Christians in the Middle East. Our embassies in the region monitor and raise 
concerns over human rights with host Governments, including freedom of religion 
or belief, whenever appropriate. Where possible our embassies take action on 
individual  cases  where  persecution  or discrimination has occurred and lobby for  
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changes in discriminatory practices and laws. We also continue to raise freedom 
of religion or belief in bilateral and European Union human rights dialogues and 
we work in the United Nations and with other international organisations to uphold 
universal standards. 
Israel and Palestine: West Bank and East Jerusalem  

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many cases have been filed by 
British citizens or residents claiming compensation or damages for land or properties in 
the West Bank or East Jerusalem; whether they will promote or assist them with a view 
to establishing legal precedents; and when they expect the first of any such cases to be 
decided.[HL1910] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are not aware of any cases filed by British citizens or residents 
claiming compensation or damages for land or properties in the West Bank or 
East Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/31072012.htm#toptop 
 

Raed Salah 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what legal advice they took before 
issuing the deportation order for Sheikh Raed Salah.[HL1825] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): The Government do not 
routinely comment on individual exclusion cases but in this instance the Secretary 
of State can confirm that a notice of intention to deport was issued against Mr 
Salah. The Secretary of State cannot comment on legal advice received on this 
case. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether Sheikh Raed Salah has 
been offered or sought compensation for the length of time he was detained on bail in the 
United Kingdom.[HL1826] 

Lord Henley: As a matter of public record Mr. Salah did seek, but later withdrew, 
a claim for compensation for the time he was in immigration detention. He was not 
paid compensation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/31072012.htm#toptop  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK welcomes agreement by Israel and the Palestinian Authority on trade and 
taxation 
… Alan Duncan said that:  “The UK welcomes the agreement on trade and taxation 
reached between Israel and the Palestinian Authority (PA). This important step will 
enhance the PA’s ability to collect revenues, and strengthen the Palestinian economy at 
a critical time. A strong Palestinian Authority and a vibrant Palestinian economy is of 
course firmly in the interests of Israel and the region.”  Alistair Burt added that: “We see 
this as a positive step towards increased economic opportunities for the Palestinians and 
a welcome demonstration of how Israelis and Palestinians can successfully negotiate and 
reach a mutually beneficial agreement. We look forward to Israel and the PA fully 
implementing the agreement and to further steps being taken to ensure the full and 
predictable transfer of Palestinian clearance revenues.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=796693282  
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United Nations 

Over 129,000 Palestinian families to receive food aid from Turkey 
More than 129,000 families will benefit from an in-kind food donation from the Turkish 
Government worth $6.6 million … Some 12,500 tons of wheat flour will be delivered over 
the next eight weeks, with the first shipment arriving today, and will feed about 687,000 
people … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42610&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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