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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Coroners 
Rushanara Ali: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what steps his Department has 
taken to ensure that, in inquest procedures, the wishes of families of deceased who 
would, on religious grounds, choose (a) non-invasive autopsy procedures and (b) burial 
as soon as possible are respected. [117550] 

Mr Djanogly: Less invasive post-mortem examinations are permitted under 
coroner legislation. The legislation also allows coroners to issue certificates to 
allow removal of the body from the jurisdiction to facilitate burial abroad where this 
is desired for religious reasons. The Charter for Coroner Services, issued by the 
Ministry of Justice in March 2012, states that coroners should take account of 
families' religious and community requirements during the inquest process where 
this is compatible with the coroner's statutory duties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
002.htm#12071796000028  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Same sex marriage 
… recent calls for a referendum on the subject were carefully considered. However, 
Cabinet views this as an issue of conscience not constitution. Given that if a Bill is 
brought forward it should in the view of the Scottish Government be determined by a free 
vote, Cabinet has concluded that a referendum would not be appropriate.  Cabinet has 
now asked a Cabinet sub-committee, led by the Deputy First Minister, to further examine 
some particular issues of detail before a final decision is reached. 
We remain committed to publishing the consultation responses and our clear decision on 
the way forward before the end of this month. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/07/ssm17072012  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Charities: Occupied Territories 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether it is his policy that 
tax relief is not given to charities that donate to Israeli settlement development in the 
occupied Palestinian territories. [116969] 

Mr Gauke: Where an organisation is recognised as a charity by the Charity 
Commission and by HM Revenue and Customs it is entitled to UK tax relief on its 
income, subject to that income being applied for wholly charitable purposes only. 
Applying income for wholly charitable purposes can include making a payment to 
a body outside the UK, but for tax relief to remain intact, HM Revenue and 
Customs must be satisfied that the charity has taken reasonable steps to ensure 
that payment will be applied for charitable purposes only. 
The Charities Act 2011 lists charitable purposes, which are followed for UK tax 
purposes. It follows that if payments are made to organisations in Israel and those 
payments are applied for wholly charitable purposes, the charity remains entitled 
to tax relief. 
If a charity applies its income for non-charitable purposes, tax relief is denied, and 
where it has already been given it is recovered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
003.htm#12071796000101  
 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what his policy is on mandatory labelling of goods from illegal settlements in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. [116968] 

Norman Lamb: The Government's policy in relation to Israeli settlements on the 
West Bank and in East Jerusalem is quite clear: those settlements are illegal 
under international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 
Under current legislation there is no mandatory requirement for goods produced in 
settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank to be labelled as such. Where 
specific EU legislation in the food sectors requires the country of origin to be 
indicated the Government believes that “Produce of The West Bank” is a lawful 
description of the origin of such goods (no food or drink of East Jerusalem 
provenance is imported into the United Kingdom). The West Bank is a recognised 
geographical area within the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
So far as food and drink of West Bank origin imported into the UK is concerned, 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has issued voluntary 
technical advice for the benefit of those importers and retailers who believe that 
their customers wish to distinguish between products of Israeli settlement 
provenance and those which originate from Palestinian growers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
007.htm#1207187000124  
 

Occupied Territories 
Mrs Grant: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the government of Israel on ending Israeli settlements in 
area C of the west bank. [117729] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the expansion of Israeli settlements 
and the demolition of Palestinian property in area C of the west bank (the area 
under  full   Israeli   control).   Both   are   contrary  to   Israel's   obligations   under  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0003.htm#12071796000101
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0003.htm#12071796000101
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0007.htm#1207187000124
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0007.htm#1207187000124
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international humanitarian law and harmful to the peace process. We continue to 
urge the Israeli authorities, including at the highest levels, to cease all settlement 
building and to desist from the demolition of Palestinian homes and infrastructure. 
These are concerns shared across Europe. The EU's Foreign Affairs Council, in 
Conclusions agreed on 14 May, called on Israel to meet its obligations regarding 
the living conditions of the Palestinian population in Area C, including by halting 
the forced transfer of the population and the demolition of Palestinian housing and 
infrastructure, ensuring access to water and addressing humanitarian needs. 
Together with our EU partners, we will continue to make this case to the Israeli 
Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
005.htm#1207187000017 
 

Palestinians 
Mrs Grant: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment his Department has made of the adequacy of healthcare and 
education available to the people of Gaza. [117703] 

Alistair Burt: Access to education and healthcare for the people of Gaza has 
been seriously undermined by continuing movement and access restrictions. 
The most recent assessment of healthcare provision in Gaza by the World Health 
Organisation and a report on children in Gaza by Save the Children and Medical 
Aid for Palestinians conclude that there has been a deterioration in the quality of 
care, as a result of Israeli movement and access restrictions, and political and 
institutional separation between the west bank and Gaza. 
The UK continues to provide practical assistance to the Palestinian population of 
Gaza. The Department for International Development's (DFID) current work on 
Gaza addresses the key access constraints, promotes economic growth and 
provides support to the poorest and most vulnerable parts of society. The UK 
supports the Palestinian Authority and UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to 
provide basic services, such as education and health, to the people of Gaza. 
DFID further helps 24 UN agencies and 132 international NGOs to facilitate the 
transfer of vital humanitarian assistance, including medical equipment and 
supplies, in and out of Gaza through our support to the UN Access Co-ordination 
Unit and the Palestinian Authority's crossing co-ordination committee. DFID are 
also providing financial support to the Palestinian Authority to help deliver 
essential services, including medical supplies, to Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
005.htm#1207187000018  
 

Middle East 
Simon Kirby: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of recent reports of rocket fire from the Sinai Peninsula into 
Israel. [117338] 

Alistair Burt: We are not aware of any confirmed reports of rocket fire from the 
Sinai peninsula into Israel. However, the British Government remains concerned 
about the security situation in the Sinai and we regularly raise this issue with the 
Egyptian authorities.  On 22 June, I issued a statement expressing concern the 
escalation of violence around southern Israel and Gaza, including indiscriminate 
rocket fire into southern Israel. 
The UK continues to urge all parties to exercise restraint and prevent civilian 
casualties and loss of life. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/120717w0
004.htm#1207187000016  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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