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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

2011 Census Results (England and Wales) 
The Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General (Mr Francis Maude): … 
The release covers estimates of: 
the usually resident population by single years of age and five-year age bands, by sex for 
England and Wales together, for England and for Wales; 
the usually resident population by five-year age bands, by sex for regions, counties and 
local authority areas; 
the number of households for England and Wales together, for England, for Wales and 
for regions, counties and local authority areas; 
the number of non-UK short-term residents for local authority areas. 
The final figures show that the usually resident population of England and Wales was 
56,076,000, an increase of 7% since 2001. The response rate to the census was 94 % 
nationally, representing a small improvement on the 2001 census. … 
The Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency will today publish a similar but 
separate first release from the census in Northern Ireland. The first release from the 
census in Scotland will be published by the National Records of Scotland in December. 
… 
As part of the preparations for the future, the Office for National Statistics last year 
instigated a review of a number of different methods of collecting demographic and socio-
economic data from a variety of sources with the aim of providing a viable alternative 
methodology for collecting census data. The outcome of that review will be reported in 
2014 in time to implement plans by 2021. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/wmstext/12071
6m0001.htm#12071618000004  
 
 

ONS 

2011 Census, Population and Household Estimates for England and Wales    
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-
for-england-and-wales/index.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/wmstext/120716m0001.htm#12071618000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/wmstext/120716m0001.htm#12071618000004
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/population-and-household-estimates-for-england-and-wales/index.html
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NISRA 

Census 2011 - Population and Household Estimates for Northern Ireland    
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/2011_results.html 

 
 

Cabinet Office 

Hodgson Review calls for a 'new settlement' for charities 
Charities should be given more control and freedom over how they are run, Lord 
Hodgson said in his report on the Charities Act 2006 … 
As part of the recommendations, Lord Hodgson is calling for greater freedom for charities 
to decide how they are run, but balanced with greater transparency. His report intends to: 

 hand back power and control to trustees by reducing red tape; 
 help charities demonstrate their success by making information requirements 

simpler and more transparent; 
 revolutionise investment rules to open up the social investment market for 

charities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/hodgson-review-calls-new-settlement-charities  
 
Trusted and Independent: Giving charity back to charities 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Review-of-the-Charities-Act-
2006.pdf  

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Annual Report 2011–2012 
http://www.assemblywales.org/agr-ld8997a-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=AGR-LD8997A%20-
%20The%20National%20Assembly%20For%20Wales%20Commission%20Report%202011-12  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether 
his Department has commissioned any independent research into the content of 
Palestinian textbooks. [116692] 

Alistair Burt: The UK takes seriously any reports of textbooks which promote 
anti-Semitism or any other form of incitement to hatred. UK officials have made 
this position clear to the Palestinian Authority. 
Previous investigations have found no evidence to support claims of incitement or 
anti-Semitism in Palestinian textbooks. A number of studies by respected 
research institutions have reviewed textbooks used in Palestinian schools. Most 
recently, the US State Department commissioned a full independent investigation 
into the content of Palestinian and Israeli school textbooks. We are confident in 
the independence of this investigation, which will be conducted by a joint Israeli-
Palestinian research team, under the  supervision  of  Professor  Bruce  Wexler of  
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/2011_results.html
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/hodgson-review-calls-new-settlement-charities
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Review-of-the-Charities-Act-2006.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Review-of-the-Charities-Act-2006.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/agr-ld8997a-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=AGR-LD8997A%20-%20The%20National%20Assembly%20For%20Wales%20Commission%20Report%202011-12
http://www.assemblywales.org/agr-ld8997a-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=AGR-LD8997A%20-%20The%20National%20Assembly%20For%20Wales%20Commission%20Report%202011-12
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Yale University and overseen by a Scientific Advisory Panel of European, 
American, Palestinian and Israeli experts. It is due to report in 2012 and we will be 
reviewing its findings and recommendations with our EU counterparts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/text/120716w0
005.htm#12071634000087  
 

Middle East 
Robert Halfon: As the security situation in the Sinai peninsula deteriorates, weapons 
bound for Gaza’s terrorists are being freely smuggled, and two cross-border terror 
attacks have left nine Israelis dead. What assessment have the Government made of the 
Egyptian authorities’ efforts to tackle the security threat emanating from this no man’s 
land? 

Nick Harvey: The Government remain concerned about the security situation in 
Sinai and we regularly raise it with the Egyptian authorities. There continue to be 
credible reports of significant quantities of weapons—particularly rockets—being 
smuggled into Gaza. The UK recognises that Israel has legitimate security 
concerns and that the people of Gaza are suffering at the moment, which does 
not serve Israel’s long-term security interests. 

Jeremy Corby: The Minister will be aware that the last nuclear non-proliferation review 
conference agreed on a strategy of a nuclear weapons-free middle east and that, 
because Israel is not a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty, a special conference, 
hosted by the Finnish Government, will be held in Helsinki at the end of this year. Will he 
assure the House that the British Government remain fully behind the process, will be 
represented at that conference and will do their best to ensure that both Israel and Iran 
are also present, to bring about a nuclear weapons-free region? 

Nick Harvey: We continue to support that initiative, and I assure the hon. 
Gentleman that we will be represented at that conference. We would like it to 
make progress, but we do not underestimate the inherent challenge. 

Sir Menzies Campbell: My hon. Friend has already indicated by his answers that there 
is an inextricable link between the military and political situations in the middle east. It is 
also the case that there is still consideration—the possibility—of a strike by Israel against 
Iran. Have my hon. Friend and the Government made any assessment of the political 
fallout of such a strike? 

Nick Harvey: The Government remain committed to finding a diplomatic solution 
to the problem of Iran’s nuclear ambitions, and we continue to work with 
international allies and others around the world to try to bring it about. We stand 
ready to help the international community in the event of any general security 
deterioration in the region, but it is important above all else that we find an 
international solution to what is a very tricky problem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/debtext/12071
6-0001.htm#12071613000016  
 

 

Council of Europe 

PACE rapporteur in Ramallah condemns illegal Hamas executions 
Parliamentary Assembly rapporteur Tiny Kox, who is currently in Ramallah, has made the 
following statement: 
“I condemn the three illegal executions carried out today by Hamas, and call on the 
authorities in Gaza to cease all further executions, in line with the de facto moratorium on 
the death penalty which has been put in place by the Palestinian Authority since 2005. 
The death penalty – wherever it takes place – is simply wrong, but these executions are 
also a violation of Palestinian law, since they were carried out without any consultation 
with President Abbas. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/text/120716w0005.htm#12071634000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/text/120716w0005.htm#12071634000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/debtext/120716-0001.htm#12071613000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120716/debtext/120716-0001.htm#12071613000016
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They fly in the face of the welcome progress made by the Palestinian Authority, which – 
in addition to the current moratorium – is considering a draft law which would abolish the 
death penalty altogether, bringing it into line with a fundamental principle of the Council of 
Europe. 
This is consistent with the pledge made by the Palestinian National Council, when it was 
granted Partnership for Democracy status with the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary 
Assembly last year, to work towards abolition of the death penalty. 
I deeply regret that Hamas seems to be going in the opposite direction on this 
fundamental principle of justice.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1960967&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&B
ackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1960967&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1960967&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
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Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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