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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

West Bank 
col 644  Baroness Brinton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment 
of access to water in the Palestinian territories of the West Bank. … 
In 2010, for the first time ever, the UN Human Rights Committee addressed the difficult 
area of denial of access to water and sanitation in Palestine. The report found that Israel 
was in violation of its commitments under international law-which included denying 
Palestinians access to safe drinking water and sanitation-and said that this was a 
violation of the right to life and the right to equal protection under the law. …  
… Faqu'a … no longer has the right to access its own natural resource. Their water is 
siphoned off by the Israeli Government … and locals are not permitted to use the natural 
wells. Any attempt to do so results in the wells being filled with cement, and the farmers 
or users punished. … this village has to rely on buying back its own water from Israel. 
The nearest tap standpoint is kilometres away and transporting it by tanker to the villages 
increases the cost to the villagers. Worse than that, contamination of water increases the 
more it is handled, and the children of Faqu'a now have a high incidence of water-borne 
disease, such as dysentery. … 
In Palestine the average use per capita per day is 80 to 90 litres. For Israel it is 250 litres. 
I stood beside the 1948 line, and saw arid fields on my left in Faqu'a, beside the lush 
green fields, on the right, of Israeli farmers, just the other side of the wire fence …  
… The pollution of water is one of the subtler mechanisms used to cow the Palestinians, 
and sits alongside the better publicised confiscation of land, demolition of houses, cutting 
down of olive trees, and settler and army incursions into the villages. …  

 

col 647  Lord Warner: … the recent report by Save the Children and Medical Aid for 
Palestinians … reveals some devastating things about water and its pollution in Gaza 
today. It found that Gaza is not a safe environment for children or adults because its 
water supply and land are contaminated with pollutants. … A UNICEF report of March 
2011 suggested that in five to 10 years' time, Gaza's already depleted aquifer, the sole 
water source, will stop producing water suitable for human consumption. …  

 

col 648  Lord Alderdice: … An appreciation is beginning to develop, among not just 
NGOs but technical experts, that it is simply not possible for Israelis-Jewish or 
Palestinian-to isolate themselves from issues of pollution of the aquifers … 
The disturbing question is whether this is being done to drive Palestinians off the land in 
order to have a one-state solution that excludes them. … 
… the Palestinians have not always reacted wisely  in  their  handling  of  some  of  these  
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issues. For example, some young Palestinians told me when I was there this year that 
one of the mistakes was that Israelis changed the facts on the ground and argued about 
the politics subsequently, while the Palestinians wanted to solve the political questions 
while the facts on the ground were changing all around them. … 

 

col 649  Lord Winston: … There is a huge amount of vilification of Israel, and often that 
vilification is expressed in the way certain statistics are presented. Sadly, we have heard 
some pretty misleading statistics this evening. It turns out that the Palestinians have 125 
cubic metres of water per year, which is 351 litres per head per day. Given that the 
average American family needs between 200 and 300 litres, that is quite a lot of water. It 
is slightly higher in Israel at about 421 litres per day. …  
I find it difficult to understand how anybody could accept that Jews are poisoning wells. 
This almost sounds like the medieval blood libel. There is absolutely no reason for 
Israelis to poison wells and poison the aquifer… Israel has offered all sorts of help to 
Gaza, including pipes, technology and so on. … there is a total failure by anybody else to 
help the Gazans in their situation at present. …  

 

col 651  Lord Wright of Richmond: … in stark contrast to the points made by … Lord 
Winston, the statistics available to me from international sources are truly horrendous. … 
one crucial fact behind many aspects of this problem is the continuing illegal settlement 
of the West Bank by the Israeli occupying power. … At approximately 500,000, the 
growth rate of Israeli settlers on the West Bank and in east Jerusalem has averaged 
5.1% a year, compared with an Israeli population growth as a whole of only 1.9%. What 
is called the mountain aquifer on the West Bank is hugely overexploited by the Israelis, 
who take 80% of the water, thus leaving only 20% for the Palestinians. More than 
190,000 Palestinians live in 134 West Bank villages without any running water. In recent 
years during the summer months, the Israeli army has stepped up pressure on 
Palestinian border communities to force them out of the Jordan valley by confiscating 
their water tankers and depriving the villagers and their flocks of water at the height of 
the hot season. …  

 

col 652  Lord Turnberg: … If ever a place desperately needed a desalination plant, 
Gaza is it. Recently, UNICEF came in with a plan to do just that, but it came up against a 
Hamas Administration that, I am afraid, put their politics ahead of their population's 
health. UNICEF wanted to purchase at favourable rates all the equipment that it would 
need from Israel because Israel has all the necessary expertise in desalination that could 
be wished for. Moreover, Israel was ready to help. But unfortunately all hell broke out. 
Hamas absolutely forbade any Israeli involvement. …  

 

col 654  Baroness Northover: … The Palestinian population is allocated an average of 
60 litres per capita per day, well below the World Health Organisation's recommended 
level of 100 litres. In communities without water infrastructure, consumption dips to 20 
litres per person per day. …  Palestinians have access to only 20% of the West Bank's 
water resources, the lowest access to fresh water in the region. The Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs has calculated that the average Palestinian receives 
60 litres per capita per day. In comparison, Israeli settlers receive on average 280 litres 
per capita per day. This huge difference in allocation is unacceptable and indefensible. 
…  
The UK regularly discusses access to water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories with 
the Israelis, including the urgent need for Israel to ensure fair distribution of water in the 
West Bank and Gaza. We call on both parties-and, as the occupying power, particularly 
Israel-to take urgent, practical and immediate measures to improve this unacceptable 
situation …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120703-
0002.htm#120703138000055  
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether for 
the purposes of the UK Border Agency visa requirements an Israeli citizen resident in an 
Israeli settlement in the occupied Palestinian Territories is considered legally resident in 
Israel or the Palestinian Authority. [114583] 

Damian Green: Israeli citizens who hold valid travel documents and meet the 
requirements of the immigration rules are allowed to enter the UK regardless of 
their area of residence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120703/text/120703w0
001.htm#120703117000019  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the value for money of the aid they provide to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories.[HL1008] 

Baroness Northover: Each new project is approved on the basis of a value for 
money assessment. This includes assessing the strength of the evidence 
provided in each business case for the intervention and comparing the efficiency 
and cost effectiveness of different delivery options. Each project is reviewed 
annually, and at project completion, to monitor the results that have been 
delivered. From 2012 a new assessment judging value for money has been 
introduced as part of these reviews and all reviews are publicly available.  DfID's 
operational plan for the Occupied Palestinian Territories contains an overarching 
review of its value for money and a results framework which is monitored annually 
to ensure results being delivered are in line with those planned. We assess that 
UK aid is on track to deliver key results as set out in our operational plan.   
Results achieved through DfID support in 2011-12 include: 347 enterprises 
reporting improved performances in annual sales or productivity, interventions 
leading to the suspension of 124 eviction or demolition orders, 201,253 individuals 
covered by cash transfers and 43,187 children attending primary school. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120703w0001.htm#120
703124000954  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Question 

Questions to the First Minister 
Kenneth Skates: First Minister, this year, the London Olympics will be held, but this year 
also marks the fortieth anniversary of the brutal murder of 11 Israeli athletes at the 1972 
Munich games. For many years, the families of those murdered have been campaigning 
for a minute’s silence in honour of their family members, but these requests have been 
refused by the International Olympic Committee. Will you join me in calling on the Prime 
Minister and the IOC to observe one minute’s silence at the 2012 London Olympic 
Games in honour of the 11 Israeli athletes murdered in 1972? 

The First Minister: Yes, I would. It was a particularly brutal event. I can just about 
remember it. It was particularly horrific, because they were simply athletes who 
were there to compete in the Olympics and they were targeted by people who 
murdered them. It is appropriate that there should be a moment of silence in order 
to remember athletes who were murdered purely because of their nationality. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=236045&ds=7%2F2012#01  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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