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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government on administrative 
detention. [112956] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to raise our concerns over the extensive use of 
administrative detention with the Israeli authorities, pressing for Israel to either 
charge, or release administrative detainees. 
We welcome Israel’s recent agreement to limit the use of administrative detention 
and solitary confinement and reinstate family visits for detainees. These are 
important issues which we have repeatedly raised with the Israeli Government, 
including in early May with the Israeli Foreign Minister, Vice Prime Minister and 
National Security Adviser. We are following closely the implementation of the 
agreement reached to end the recent mass hunger strike and its impact on the 
situation of Palestinian detainees. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the arrest of Nabil Al-Raee, Artistic Director of the 
Freedom Theatre of Jenin; and if he will make representations to the Government of 
Israel on this issue. [113051] 

Alistair Burt: We have received reports that Nabil Al-Raee was arrested in 
relation to the investigation into the murder of Juliano Mer-Khamis, a founder of 
the Freedom Theatre. He is being accused of being indirectly related to the 
murder.  A group of Israeli soldiers arrested Al-Raee at the family's home in the 
early morning of 6 June. He was, until Tuesday 19 June, being held in Jalameh 
prison in northern Israel and was subsequently transferred to the Ashkelon prison 
facility.   Our officials in Tel Aviv have not raised the Al-Raee case specifically, but 
they have discussed the Freedom Theatre in Jenin with the Israeli authorities 
previously. Our officials in Jerusalem have also held a meeting with Al-Raee's 
lawyer recently to discuss this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0
003.htm#12062547000010  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel on its compliance with United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1860.[HL741] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0003.htm#12062547000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120625/text/120625w0003.htm#12062547000010
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We remain concerned about the situation in Gaza and the constant 
risk of an escalation of violence. We condemn any attacks involving the targeting 
of civilians, including rocket attacks by militant Palestinian groups from Gaza into 
southern Israel. We regularly make representations on this issue and call on all 
sides to show restraint. 
In close co-ordination with our European Union partners and the Office of the 
Quartet Representative, we continue to press the Israeli Government to ease 
restrictions on Gaza. We have called for a sustained increase in the flow of 
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons from and to the Gaza Strip and 
on improved access to agricultural and fishing areas. The Israeli restrictions do 
significant and measurable damage to the economy and living standards of 
ordinary people in Gaza and only serve to strengthen, not weaken, Hamas. 
A solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is needed urgently to give the 
Palestinian people the state that they need and deserve, and the Israeli people 
the security and peace that have eluded them for so long. We regularly urge both 
sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the prospects for 
peace and to work towards the resumption of direct negotiations. 

Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the United 
Nations has passed resolutions requiring Israel to allow the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to inspect its nuclear facilities; and what assessment they have made of the 
reaction of the Government of Israel.[HL745] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: United Nations Security Council Resolution 487 in 
1981 called on Israel to place its nuclear facilities under the safeguards of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The United Nations General 
Assembly and IAEA have also passed several resolutions relating to this issue. 
Israel has maintained a policy of ambiguity surrounding its nuclear status. The 
Israeli Government responded to the United Nations Security Council resolution at 
the time by rejecting it, describing it as "biased and one sided". However, Israel 
has voluntarily allowed safeguards at the US-supplied research reactor at Nahel 
Soreq. 
The UK has consistently called on Israel to sign up to the non-proliferation treaty 
and to agree a full scope comprehensive safeguards agreement with the IAEA. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#120
62546000879  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 11 June (WA 207), whether they will make representations to the 
Government of Israel about the transfer of Palestinian child prisoners to detention 
facilities located in Israel, in the light of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.[HL720] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our embassy in Tel Aviv lobbies the Israeli authorities regularly on 
the issue of Palestinian child prisoners. 
In addition to our lobbying of the Israeli authorities, the UK has supported research 
into this issue by leading UK and international lawyers; the report is due to be 
published in late June/early July. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the Government of Israel's compliance with the terms of the 14 May agreement 
concerning Palestinian prisoners.[HL841] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: On the 16 May 2012, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), welcomed the deal reached between the prisoners 
and  the  Israeli  authorities.  Our  embassy  in  Tel Aviv  and  consulate-general in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#12062546000879
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#12062546000879
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Jerusalem have been working closely with both sides to encourage a resolution of 
this issue, which we hope will be fully implemented over the coming weeks. 
However, we have continuing concerns over the reported extension of 
administrative detention orders. We also continue to raise our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities about the extensive use of administrative detention, pressing for 
Israel to either charge or release administrative detainees. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about ending the practice of administrative detention, 
in the light of reports from Amnesty International that a further 30 detention orders have 
been renewed, and three new ones issued, since the 14 May agreement with Palestinian 
hunger strikers was made.[HL842] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: On the 16 May 2012, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), welcomed the deal reached between the prisoners 
and the Israeli authorities. Our embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate-general in 
Jerusalem have been working closely with both sides to encourage a resolution of 
this issue, which we hope will be fully implemented over the coming weeks. 
However, we have continuing concerns over the reported extension of 
administrative detention orders. We also continue to raise our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities about the extensive use of administrative detention, pressing for 
Israel to either charge or release administrative detainees. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what support they are giving to the 
Parents Circle Families Forum in Israel and Palestine.[HL929] 

Baroness Northover: The UK welcomes the work of the Parents Circle Families 
Forum (PCFF) in promoting reconciliation between families on both sides of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. We are not currently providing financial support to the 
PCFF in Israel or the Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, PCFF has 
participated in a UK-funded project on the use of social media by human rights 
organisations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#120
62546000880  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the statement by the International Committee of the Red Cross on 14 June 2010 on 
the closure of the Gaza Strip; and what measures they are taking to support the lifting of 
the blockade.[HL742] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities our concerns on 
the impact of restrictions on Gaza, urging Israel to comply with her international 
obligations. In close co-ordination with our European Union partners and the 
Office of the Quartet Representative, we continue to press the Israeli Government 
at ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions. 
While we welcome the steps that have been taken, including the first exports of 
textiles goods from Gaza to the UK, a normalisation of Israeli trade relationship 
with Gaza would make the greatest contribution to economic development. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) what discussions 
they have had with, and (2) what representations they will make to, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees regarding its decision to stop funding 
the Ali Ahli Hospital in Gaza.[HL843] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We understand that the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) is currently re-tendering the 
contract to provide secondary healthcare for the refugee community in Gaza, 
which was previously held by the Al Ahli Hospital. As a major donor to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), the  UK-through the  Department for  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#12062546000880
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0002.htm#12062546000880
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International Development-liaises closely with UNRWA to ensure that essential 
services to Palestinian refugees are delivered effectively and provide good value 
for money for the UK taxpayer. However, it would not be appropriate for us to 
intervene in individual procurement decisions or offer additional funding to an 
unsuccessful bidder. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0001.htm#120
62546000863  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission outlines plans for future and launches staff consultation    
… The proposals … build on the progress which the organisation has made in improving 
the standard of its management. They involve becoming an organisation which delivers 
on its mandate to parliament to promote equality and human rights, by making best use 
of intelligence, prioritising its work more effectively and then works more closely with 
other organisations to deliver projects. 
In practical terms, in order to lower its costs the Commission will reduce from its current 
size of 257 posts, excluding helpline staff, to around 150 posts. 
The Commission will also seek to reduce costs by operating from fewer offices. It will 
maintain its offices in Glasgow and Cardiff, and for at least the next 18 months in London 
and Manchester.  Over time it expects that flexible working and better use of technology 
will enable it to operate from single location in England, most likely on the outskirts of 
London, as well as in Scotland and Wales. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/june/commission-outlines-plans-for-
future-and-launches-staff-consultation/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
Draft Bill as published 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-
0001.htm#12062516000348  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-
0001.htm#12062536000098  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0001.htm#12062546000863
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625w0001.htm#12062546000863
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/june/commission-outlines-plans-for-future-and-launches-staff-consultation/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/june/commission-outlines-plans-for-future-and-launches-staff-consultation/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-0001.htm#12062516000348
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-0001.htm#12062516000348
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-0001.htm#12062536000098
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120625-0001.htm#12062536000098
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Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-iv.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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