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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Official Visits: Israel 
Jim Shannon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions and meetings he and his Ministers have had with the Israeli 
Prime Minister on threats from Iran; and what exchange of intelligence there has been 
between the UK and Israel on the possible threats from Iran. [112220] 

Alistair Burt: We keep in close and regular touch with Israeli counterparts on the 
threat posed by Iran. Most recently the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague) discussed Iran with the Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on 
22 May 2012, where he reiterated our commitment to a peaceful diplomatic 
solution to the nuclear issue. The Foreign Secretary also discussed Iran with the 
Israeli Vice Prime Minister Shaul Mofaz on 11 May and with the Israeli National 
Security Adviser Yaaokov Amidror on 1 May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0
003.htm#1206202000119  

 
Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

T5. [112368] Mrs Linda Riordan (Halifax) (Lab/Co-op): Is the Minister aware that since 
the blockade of Gaza, the Gazans suffer an acute shortage of drinking water, with 90% 
of the water being contaminated and 90 million litres of untreated or partially treated 
sewage being dumped in the sea every day? Will he now tell the Israelis that this is a 
cruel and illegal way to treat Gazans? 

Alistair Burt: The situation in Gaza has long been of concern to the UK 
Government, and representations are made to the Israeli authorities regarding 
their responsibilities there. Things have gradually been improving in respect of 
trade in Gaza. but this issue is bound up in the longer-running and larger dispute 
between Israel and the Palestinians regarding the middle east peace process. 
The concerns that the hon. Lady raises have been raised by the UK Government 
and we will continue to raise them. … 

 

T7. [112370] Julie Hilling (Bolton West) (Lab): Further to the Minister’s answer to my 
hon. Friend the Member for Halifax (Mrs Riordan), is he aware that the Israelis allowed 
only three lorry loads of exports through the Kerem Shalom crossing in the weekend of 5 
June, compared with an average of 240 truck loads a week before the blockade? That is 
why factories are standing idle and why a third of the population is  unemployed.  Will the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0003.htm#1206202000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0003.htm#1206202000119
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Minister tell the Israeli Government that the blockade is not only inhumane but totally 
counter-productive? 

Alistair Burt: Briefly, yes. The hon. Lady’s makes a comparison between what 
goes through now and what went through before the blockade, and we make 
exactly the same point. It is more than went through last year, but that is not good 
enough. It is in the interests of Israel and the people of Gaza and beyond that the 
economic prospects of the people of Gaza improve. Israel can play its part in that 
and we urge it to continue to do so, just as we encourage those in Gaza not to 
launch attacks on Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/12061
9-0001.htm#12061972000031  
 

Middle East 
13. Rosie Cooper (West Lancashire) (Lab): What recent assessment he has made of 
efforts to encourage the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships to return to negotiations. 
[112353] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): I welcome the recent efforts by the Palestinian and Israeli leaderships to 
renew direct contacts. We have urged both sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid 
any steps that could undermine the prospects for peace and to work towards the 
resumption of direct negotiations. 

Rosie Cooper: Following the Israeli Deputy Prime Minister’s reported request to meet 
the Palestinian President, can the Secretary of State tell me what steps he is taking to 
help both parties to overcome the current impasse and resume negotiations? 

Mr Hague: We are strongly urging both sides to build on the current contacts, and 
we have discussed that with, among others, the new Israeli Deputy Prime 
Minister. Those contacts include the joint statement of 12 May following the 
exchange of letters between Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas. We 
are encouraging them to resume direct negotiations. We welcome the statement 
by Prime Minister Netanyahu that the new coalition in Israel presents an 
opportunity to advance the peace process, and we urge them to take that 
opportunity. 

19. [112359] Simon Hughes (Bermondsey and Old Southwark) (LD): Much of the 
watching world is troubled by the thought that if there is continuing delay, there will be 
continuing illegal building of habitations by Israel in Palestine. Can the Foreign Secretary 
assure me that this issue will be a high priority for the Government, because with every 
year that passes, the chance of peace and justice in those two countries recedes? 

Mr Hague: I agree with my right hon. Friend, and he knows how regularly and 
vigorously we raise this issue. I have straightforwardly condemned recent 
announcements of settlement activity on occupied land. It is because of that 
activity that the opportunity for a two-state solution will slip away unless it is 
agreed in the not-too-distant future, so this remains one of the world’s most urgent 
and pressing issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/12061
9-0001.htm#12061972000029  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Mrs Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the likelihood of Israel-Palestine negotiations 
resuming. [111385] 

Alistair Burt: A solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is needed urgently to 
give the Palestinian people the state that they need and deserve, and the Israeli 
people the security and peace that have eluded them for so long. 
We and our EU partners have welcomed the recent efforts by the Palestinian and 
Israeli leadership to renew direct contacts.  We have  urged both sides to focus on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/120619-0001.htm#12061972000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/120619-0001.htm#12061972000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/120619-0001.htm#12061972000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/debtext/120619-0001.htm#12061972000029
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dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the prospects for peace and to work 
towards the resumption of direct negotiations without pre-conditions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0
003.htm#1206202000113  
 

School Textbooks: Palestine 
23. Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Palestinian authorities on the content of school 
textbooks. [112363] 

Alistair Burt: The UK takes very seriously any reports of textbooks which 
promote anti-Semitism or any other form of incitement to hatred. UK officials 
made this position clear to the Palestinian Authority in March. 
Previous investigations have found no evidence to support claims of incitement or 
anti-Semitism in Palestinian textbooks, though we are aware of a current US State 
Department investigation due to report this year, the findings of which we will 
study closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0
003.htm#1206202000107  
 

Occupied Territories 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he has taken to prevent produce originating from Israel's illegal settlements in 
the west bank and east Jerusalem being imported into the UK; and if he will make a 
statement. [112844] 

Alistair Burt: The issue of produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, which are illegal under international law, is a subject of 
active discussion with our EU partners. 
At the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 14 May, EU Foreign Ministers issued 
conclusions stating that: 
“the EU and its member states reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively 
implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to 
settlement products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being 
carried out together with the Commission in this regard”. 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and steps to 
ensure that EU-wide guidelines are issued to make sure that settlement products 
are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of EU consumer 
protection regulations. There are, however, currently no plans for EU or domestic 
legislation on this specific issue. 
We understand the concerns of people who do not wish to purchase goods 
exported from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It was in 
order to enable consumers to make a more fully informed decision concerning the 
products they buy that, in December 2009, the UK introduced voluntary 
guidelines to enable produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories to be specifically labelled as such. At other partners' request, we have 
shared our experience of operating this voluntary labelling scheme with interested 
countries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120619/text/120619w0
003.htm#1206202000118  
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United Nations 

Warning of renewed deadlock, UN official urges further Israeli-Palestinian talks 
A top United Nations official today stressed the need for Israelis and Palestinians to 
renew dialogue and make real progress towards a two-State solution, warning that recent 
developments threaten to roll back the gains made in recent months. …  
“The latest announcements related to settlements are an added setback. … 
He also reported that clashes between Israeli settlers and Palestinians continued in the 
West Bank over the past month, as did the demolition of Palestinian structures in the 
area. 
In addition, the relative calm that prevailed in Gaza since April was disrupted with a series 
of recent incidents. Overall, a total of 15 rockets and 27 mortar shells were fired from 
Gaza into Israel, while the Israel Defense Forces conducted seven incursions and 14 
airstrikes into Gaza, resulting in nine Palestinian militants killed and nine injured, and 15 
Palestinian civilians injured. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42273&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
Draft Bill as published 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0005/pro0051906p.1-4.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0005/amend/pbc0051906m.21-27.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
 

Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 

TOP 
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