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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Leech (218) BBC cuts to local community radio programmes – That this House 
notes and is concerned about the BBC's decision to axe popular community radio 
programmes in Manchester such as LGBT Citizen Manchester, Jewish Citizen 
Manchester and Irish Citizen Manchester which have been running for 21 years all of 
which have been staffed by volunteers and provide a much-heralded outlet for the local 
communities of Manchester and Greater Manchester; further notes that it is an important 
part of the Government's agenda to drive localism, which these BBC cuts undermine; 
recognises that removing local shows could potentially undermine the future of BBC local 
radio; and calls for the BBC to reconsider its decision and reinstate these key 
programmes due to the important outlet they provide to many Greater Manchester 
communities. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/218  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking in respect of discriminatory water supply policies in the Jordan 
Valley. [112154] 

Alistair Burt: Water is one of the issues expected to be addressed in final status 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. The UK continues to urge both 
parties to enter into direct talks to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

The British Government have had detailed discussions with both the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities on the issue of water supply policies in the Jordan Valley. 

In addition to lobbying at political level, the UK is funding a project working with 
Palestinians and Israelis to help improve co-operation on water issues to the 
benefit of both parties. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/218
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Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on Mahmoud Sarsak; and if 
he will make a statement. [112296] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor the situation of the three Palestinian 
detainees still on hunger strike, including that of Mahmoud Sarsak, who is 
detained under Israel's unlawful combatants law. We understand that his medical 
condition has deteriorated and that he has started to take some liquids. We are 
also aware of reports that there are ongoing negotiations around his case. 
We have instructed our embassy in Tel Aviv to make clear our concerns to the 
Israeli authorities on this and related cases. The Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) and I have also regularly raised with the Israeli authorities the 
issues of conditions in Israeli prisons, administrative detention and the situation of 
hunger strikers in general. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he would consider taking against Israel if it continues with its policy of 
detentions without charge or trial; and if he will make a statement. [112297] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about Israel's extensive use of administrative 
detention and the treatment of Palestinian prisoners, and continue to call on the 
Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under international law. 
I raised our concerns most recently with the Israeli ambassador to London on 8 
May 2012 and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) did likewise with 
the new Israeli Vice Prime Minister on 11 May. The British ambassador in Tel Aviv 
also discussed this issue with the Israeli Foreign Minister on 10 May. We are also 
in close contact with the International Committee of the Red Cross and with 
Palestinian human rights organisations as well as with the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0
005.htm#12061930000035  
 

Palestinians 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will hold discussions with Israel and Egypt in order to reduce fuel shortages in Gaza; 
and if he will make a statement. [112326] 

Alistair Burt: We hold Israel, as the occupying power of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, responsible for ensuring that the basic needs of the population in Gaza 
are met. This includes the provision of fuel. 
Israel continues to provide 120 megawatts (MW) of electricity per day directly to 
Gaza which meets approximately 43% of Gaza's power needs and is paid for by 
the Palestinian Authority. Egypt provides a further 17MW and the balance of 
Gaza's power needs (approximately I40MW) should be met by the Gaza power 
plant. The Gaza Electricity Distribution Company is now buying diesel fuel, which 
is sourced via tunnels between Egypt and Gaza, to operate two turbines in the 
power station to produce 60MW, and has not requested any industrial fuel from 
Israel since 5 January 2011. 
The majority of the population still experience power cuts. While these are now 
shorter in duration and less frequent than in late 2010, they continue to cause 
significant hardship and unnecessary suffering to ordinary Gazans. There are 
ongoing discussions between relevant parties on how to enhance the provision of 
electricity and other fuel supplies in Gaza. 
The UK regularly raises issues relating to the situation in Gaza, and the 
restrictions faced by the local population, with the Israeli, Palestinian and Egyptian 
authorities. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will take steps to secure the release of Palestinian footballer  Mahmoud Sarsak; and if  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0005.htm#12061930000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0005.htm#12061930000035
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he will make a statement. [112327] 
Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor the situation of the three Palestinian 
detainees still on hunger strike, including that of Mahmoud Sarsak, who is 
detained under Israel's unlawful combatants law. We understand that his medical 
condition has deteriorated and that he has started to take some liquids. We are 
also aware of reports that there are ongoing negotiations around his case. 
We have instructed our embassy in Tel Aviv to make clear our concerns to the 
Israeli authorities on this and related cases. The Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) and I have also regularly raised with the Israeli authorities the 
issues of conditions in Israeli prisons, administrative detention and the situation of 
hunger strikers in general. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will hold discussions with his EU counterparts in order to (a) lift restrictions on exports 
from Gaza through the Kerem Shalom crossing and (b) reduce the permitted fishing limit 
off the coast of Gaza from 20 nautical miles to three; and if he will make a statement. 
[112328] 

Alistair Burt: In close co-ordination with our EU partners and the Office of the 
Quartet Representative, we continue to press the Israeli Government at ministerial 
and official level to ease restrictions on access, imports and exports, including 
access to fishing areas. We welcome some recent steps in this direction, including 
the first exports of textile goods from Gaza to the UK. 
The EU Foreign Affairs Council issued conclusions on 14 May 2012 stating: “Fully 
recognising Israel's legitimate security needs, the EU continues to call for the 
immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of 
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons to and from the Gaza Strip, the 
situation of which is unsustainable as long as it remains politically separated from 
the West Bank. Despite limited progress, the EU urges the government of Israel to 
take further meaningful and far-reaching steps allowing for the reconstruction and 
economic recovery of the Gaza Strip, including by allowing trade with the West 
Bank and Israel.” 
The full text of the conclusions can be found at: 
www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130248.pdf  

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the effect on the civilian population of the economic 
blockade of the Gaza strip; and if he make a statement. [112332] 

Alistair Burt: As I saw when I visited Gaza in July 2011, the Israeli restrictions on 
movements of goods and people, including on access to agricultural and fishing 
areas, are doing significant and measurable damage to the economy and living 
standards of ordinary people in Gaza. It has been estimated that the Israeli 
movement and access restrictions as a whole are costing the Palestinian 
economy up to 85% of its gross domestic product every year. It is our firm belief 
that, whilst the restrictions have been imposed by Israel on security grounds, their 
effect is contrary to Israel's long-term security interests by fostering radicalisation, 
enriching Hamas and punishing the ordinary population. 
The UK frequently raises with the Israeli authorities our concerns on the impact of 
restrictions on Gaza. We welcomed some recent steps in this direction, including 
the first exports of textile goods from Gaza to the UK. Together with EU partners, 
we are urging Israel to: “take further meaningful and far-reaching steps allowing 
for the reconstruction and economic recovery of the Gaza Strip, including by 
allowing trade with the West Bank and Israel”, in the words of the EU Foreign 
Affairs Council Conclusions of May 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0
005.htm#12061930000039  

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130248.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0005.htm#12061930000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120618/text/120618w0005.htm#12061930000039
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Peter Bottomley (208) Israel and the Palestinian Footballer Mahmoud Sarsak – That 
this House notes with concern the deteriorating health of the Palestinian footballer 
Mahmoud Sarsak, once a star player in the national team; understands that he was 
arrested on 22 July 2009 by Israel at the Erez Crossing while travelling from his home in 
Gaza to the West Bank to link up with his new club in Balata, was held on charges of 
being an unlawful combatant linked to the Islamic Jihad movement in Palestine and after 
his administrative detention was renewed for the sixth time in March 2012 began his 
hunger strike; further understands that after the charity Physicians for Human Rights-
Israel was allowed for the first time to visit him in Ramle prison, the Israeli Prison Service 
transferred him to Assaf Harofeh Hospital; requests Israeli ambassadors throughout the 
world to report to their government and other authorities the widespread interest in the 
critical condition of Mahmoud Sarsak and in his continued detention under provisions 
used for unlimited detention without trial and without charge; invites FIFA to intervene in 
this case; and asks the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to 
convey with respect to the Israeli government the growing interest in the case of 
Mahmoud Sarsak and worries for his life. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/208  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Antisemitism: Summary overview of the situation in the European Union 2001-2011 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-2012-Antisemitism-update-2011_EN.pdf  
 

 

European Court of Human Rights 

Complaint about prohibition of Islamic organisation’s activities in Germany 
declared inadmissible 
… The Court held in particular that under Article 17 (prohibition of abuse of rights) of the 
European Convention on Human Rights, it was impossible to derive from the Convention 
a right to engage in an activity aimed at destroying any of the rights and freedoms set 
forth in the Convention. The association could therefore not rely on Article 11 (freedom of 
assembly and association) to complain about the ban on its activities. … 
The Court observed that the German Federal Administrative Court had carefully analysed 
a substantial number of written public statements made by the association and its 
representative in the proceedings before the Court. It had found that the association 
called for the violent destruction of the State of Israel and for the banishment and killing 
of its inhabitants. In particular, its representative, Mr Assem, had repeatedly justified 
suicide attacks in which civilians were killed in Israel, and neither he nor the association 
had distanced themselves from that position during the proceedings before the Court. In 
view of those statements, the Court considered that the association attempted to deflect 
the right to freedom of assembly and association under Article 11 from its real purpose by 
employing that right for ends which were clearly contrary to the values of the Convention, 
notably the commitment to the peaceful settlement of international conflicts and to the 
sanctity of human life. … 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB861
42BF01C1166DEA398649&key=99085&sessionId=99943812&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&attachment=true  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/208
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-2012-Antisemitism-update-2011_EN.pdf
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=99085&sessionId=99943812&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=99085&sessionId=99943812&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=99085&sessionId=99943812&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
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Institute of Race Relations 

Pedlars of Hate: the violent impact of the European far Right    
http://www.irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/PedlarsofHate.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
Draft Bill as published 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Constitution Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/ldconst/17/17.pdf  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120618-
0001.htm#12061819000185  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-ii.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
 
 

http://www.irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/PedlarsofHate.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/ldconst/17/17.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120618-0001.htm#12061819000185
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120618-0001.htm#12061819000185
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-ii.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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