
 1

 

29 May 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Israel Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan to hold 
discussions with the Government of Israel concerning the case for prisoners who require 
medical attention to be visited by an independent physician who is not employed by the 
Israeli Prison Service.[HL240] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is continuing to monitor closely the situation with regard to 
Palestinian detainees and prisoners in Israeli prisons. We have held regular 
discussions with the Israeli authorities on the need to treat detainees in 
accordance with international law, including access to the medical care required 
by the state of their health. We have raised our concerns, including in early May 
with the Israeli Foreign Minister, Vice-Prime Minister and National Security 
Adviser and with the Israeli Ambassador in London. There is no legal requirement 
for these detainees to be treated by independent physicians. However, we are in 
close touch with the International Committee of the Red Cross and the non-
governmental organisation Physicians for Human Rights, which are active in 
lobbying for appropriate access by medical professionals. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they accept the validity of 
the law under which Israel has declared the settlement outposts of Bruchin, Rechelim 
and Sansana to be legal; and, if so, what are the implications for the peace process of 
the acceptance of this law by the international community.[HL243] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The outposts of Bruchin, Rechelim and Sansana were 
authorised by the decision of a sub-committee of the Israeli cabinet on 23 April 
2012. We have consistently made clear that Israel should be removing, not 
legalising, illegal outposts, in line with its Roadmap commitments. On 24 April the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable 
friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), released a statement 
strongly condemning the Israeli Government's decision to legalise these three 
outposts in the West Bank. The Foreign Secretary made clear that this decision 
set a dangerous precedent for future outposts and risked sending the message 
that Israel was not serious about its commitment to the two-state solution. He 
called on Israel to rescind this decision. 
The Foreign Secretary most recently raised concerns about Israel's settlement 
policy  during  the  visit  in  May  2012  of the Israeli National Security Adviser. Our  
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ambassador to Tel Aviv has also raised our concerns about the issue of legalising 
outposts with senior Israeli officials, including draft legislation on authorising the 
compulsory purchase of private land for settlement building that is currently 
pending before the Knesset. 
We have regular discussions with European partners on the issues of Israeli 
settlements and outposts in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. On 14 May the 
European Union Foreign Affairs Council issued conclusions that expressed 
concern at Israel's settlement policy and decisions regarding the status of certain 
outposts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120528w0001.htm#120
5281000528  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the 
economic viability of a Palestinian state within Areas A and B of the West Bank. [HL244] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The key economic constraints on the West Bank are Israeli 
restrictions on the movement of Palestinian people and goods internally and 
externally and on access to natural resources. These restrictions have meant that 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories are dependent on foreign aid to prevent a 
humanitarian crisis and to allow the Palestinian Authority to deliver basic services. 
The West Bank has recently experienced an increase in economic growth due to 
a slight lifting of the restrictions in 2010 and 2011 and high aid flows. However, 
this is from a very low base line. The Department for International Development 
provides technical and financial assistance to the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
in order to promote economic growth in the West Bank and Gaza. The UK will 
provide £349 million in support of Palestinian development between 2011 and 
2015. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking to help 
Palestinians remain in their homes and on their land within Area C of the West 
Bank.[HL245] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are concerned about demolitions of Palestinian 
property in Area C of the West Bank. We are urging Israel to desist from such 
demolitions, which we consider to be contrary to Israel's obligations under 
international humanitarian law and harmful to the peace process, as well as 
causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 
The European Union's Foreign Affairs Council, in conclusions agreed on 14 May, 
called on Israel to meet its obligations regarding the living conditions of the 
Palestinian population in Area C, including by halting the forced transfer of 
population and the demolition of Palestinian housing and infrastructure, ensuring 
access to water and addressing humanitarian needs. In addition, the UK 
continues to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction through our funding 
of the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme which helps individuals to 
challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120528w0001.htm#120
5281000529  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take to assist 
in protecting Gazan fishermen who comply with the three-mile zone restriction imposed 
by Israel from being arrested, detained or shot at; and what representations they are 
making to Israel about compensation for fishermen who lose boats and 
equipment.[HL242] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford):   The  UK  regularly  makes  representations  at  both  ministerial  and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120528w0001.htm#1205281000528
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official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. The Secretary of State for International Development my right honourable 
friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell) and the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend 
the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), discussed these issues during 
visits to the region in December 2011 and January 2012. 
Alongside our European Union partners, we have urged Israel to extend the 
fishing zone from 3 to 20 nautical miles, as stipulated in the Oslo Accords. 
While the UK is not in a position to take specific action to prevent fishermen from 
being arrested, detained or shot at, or to ensure that losses are compensated, as 
part of our engagement with the Israeli authorities we frequently emphasise the 
impact restrictions have had on industry in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120528w0001.htm#120
5281000511  

 
 

United Nations 

Israelis and Palestinians must capitalize on recent steps to advance peace 
Israelis and Palestinians must be willing to take the much-needed steps to capitalize on 
recent positive trends that hold the potential for progress in the peace process, a top 
United Nations envoy told the Security Council today. 
“This is important because, while the potential for progress exists, the situation remains 
fragile and uncertain,” the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry, told the 15-member body. … 
Mr. Serry spoke of the “quiet direct engagement” between the parties in the context of the 
exchange of letters between the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority, in 
which they outlined their respective requirements for direct talks to continue. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42100&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
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