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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Minority Ethnic and Religious Communities: Cultural and Economic Contribution 
col 871  Baroness Royall of Blaisdon: … I am proud to live in a country that has 
diversity at its very core. The hands that built this country have come from every faith, 
every continent and every culture. … I believe that politics and democracy have a huge 
role to play in ensuring greater community cohesion. Sadly, a certain breed of politics 
thrives on tearing communities apart. The politics of division are not the politics of 
progress; they are the politics of fear and political expediency. … 

 

col 874  Lord Bew: … Ever since Perry Anderson published his famous 
articleComponents of the National Culture 40 years ago, there has been widespread 
understanding of the incredibly important influence of the Jewish community on the 
intellectual, artistic and scientific life of this country. … it is tremendously important to 
understand the scale of the philanthropic activities of the Jewish community today … 

 

col 882  Lord Singh of Wimbledon: … Sikhs have become one of the wealthiest and 
most successful communities in Britain, with the average household income being 
second only to that of the Jews. … 
… interfaith dialogue in this country has lost some of its momentum, with representatives 
of different communities being superficially nice to each other but not doing more to 
enhance understanding and social cohesion. The difficulty in moving to constructive 
engagement lies in the balance between reaching out to other communities with different 
beliefs while preserving our own distinct religious integrity. … 

 

col  886  Lord Janner of Braunstone: … We in Britain should be very proud of our 
country's diversity. Every town, city and region has both ethnic and religious communities 
that bring their culture to the places where they live. … 
I have dedicated much of my life to the importance of ensuring that minorities are treated 
and respected with equality, because without understanding and respect, we have only 
got ignorance. I am proud to have founded the Coexistence Trust with Prince Hassan of 
Jordan, which is now chaired by the noble Lord, Lord Mitchell. It is an organisation that 
identifies and promotes trust and understanding for the growing Jewish and Muslim 
communities, emphasising our cultural and traditional similarities. 
The contribution made by minority ethnic and religious communities to our culture and 
economy is outstanding and we should recognise and praise their input to this country. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120524-
0001.htm#12052458000789  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120524-0001.htm#12052458000789
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120524-0001.htm#12052458000789
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col 902  Baroness Warsi: … I have rarely come across a church, mosque, temple, 
synagogue, gurdwara or any other place of worship that has looked holy within that did 
not want to take care of its neighbours, no matter if they had a different faith or indeed 
none. Some 31,000 religious charities are now registered in England and Wales, as well 
as many that draw their inspiration from faith. Six hundred and sixty-two new religious 
charities were registered between October of last year and March of this year, a quarter 
of all newly registered charities during this period. Religious charities have a combined 
annual income of over £7.5 billion and spend over £7 billion each year. Many of the best 
known charities have faith origins and are linked to particular denominations, including 
Christian Aid, Muslim Aid, Islamic Relief and Jewish Care. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120524-0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Diamond Jubilee 2012 
Mr Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government with 
reference to the answer of 1 May 2012,Official Report, columns 1425-6W, on the 
Diamond Jubilee 2012: religion, how his Department is facilitating A Year of Service; 
what funding or other support he has allocated to encourage groups from all faiths to 
participate; and if he will make a statement. [109590] 

Andrew Stunell: My Department is facilitating A Year of Service by chairing and 
hosting both the Steering Group for the programme and a Reference Group 
including individuals from a wide range of faith communities who are working to 
promote the programme within their respective communities. The latter group 
allows communities to share experience and helps ensure strong multi faith 
involvement in volunteering activities. 
My Department and the Cabinet Office have allocated funds totalling £65,000 for 
the central administration of the programme. We believe that faith communities 
are recognising the opportunities that A Year of Service offers and are rising to 
the challenge. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0
001.htm#12052475000005  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what plans he has to extend the UK's labelling guidelines to all produce from Israeli 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories. [108724] 

Mr Paice: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Department of Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs. 
The DEFRA labelling guidelines to which the hon. Member refers do already apply 
to all imports into the United Kingdom of fresh produce, food and drink originating 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions has he had with Israeli authorities on the arrest and 
detention of Palestinian children. [109040] 

Alistair Burt: We welcomed Israel's  decision of 4 October 2011 to  raise the  age  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120524-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0001.htm#12052475000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0001.htm#12052475000005


 3

 

of legal majority for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system, a step 
we had advocated. I raised the implementation of this decision with the Israeli 
ambassador to London on 23 February. 
We continue to call on the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under 
international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment of 
Palestinian prisoners. We also continue to lobby the Israeli authorities for further 
improvements, including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at night, 
an end to shackling and the introduction of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations. 
We discuss Israel's policies on arrest and detention regularly, most recently in the 
past month with the Israeli Ministry for Foreign Affairs, National Security Council, 
Israeli Prison Service and office of the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in 
the Territories. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will support the position of Defence for Children International on the detention 
of Palestinian children by Israel. [109041] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government supports the valuable work done by 
Defence for Children International in highlighting the issues of detention of 
Palestinian children. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has been pleased to 
provided funding for the work of Defence for Children International in the recent 
past. 
We have also funded a report by leading UK and international lawyers on child 
detainees, including how far Israeli military law complies with international 
standards in respect of child detentions. Together with several stakeholders, 
Defence for Children International is co-operating in the production of the report, 
which is expected imminently. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0
001.htm#12052477000005  

 
 

Council of Europe 

Secretary General to hold bilateral meetings in the Middle East 
Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland will visit Amman, Ramallah and Jerusalem from 27-
30 May to hold high-level bilateral talks aimed at deepening relations between the 
Council of Europe and the Middle East. … 
The Secretary General will meet also with Palestinian National Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas in Amman, before travelling on 28 May to Ramallah, where he will meet 
with Salam Fayyad, Prime Minister of the Palestinian National Authority. 
The Secretary General will then visit Jerusalem from 29-30 May to hold talks with 
President Shimon Peres, Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Foreign Minister 
Avigdor Liberman. He will also visit Yad Vashem … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/web/coe-portal/press/pressreleases  

 
 

United Nations 

International meeting on question of Palestine to consider role of youth and 
women in peaceful resolution, and meeting on civil society action towards ending 
occupation by harnessing power of youth and women 
The Meeting aims at mobilizing the international community in support of youth and 
women’s initiatives on the ground and further raising awareness of the ways in which the 
energy and resourcefulness of youth and women can be harnessed to achieve a peaceful  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0001.htm#12052477000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120524/text/120524w0001.htm#12052477000005
http://www.coe.int/web/coe-portal/press/pressreleases
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end to the Israeli occupation.  The Meeting will focus on how to empower women and 
youth through education, training and economic opportunities and on how to include them 
more in the political process.  It will also look at social media networks and their impact 
on the building of an open Palestinian society, and will consider the role of the 
international community … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1231.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases (closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1231.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm  
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