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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

NHS: Discrimination 
Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what arrangements are in place to 
ensure that boycotts, divestment and sanctions against Israel do not take place within the 
NHS. [108194] 

Mr Simon Burns: The Equality Act 2010 makes it unlawful for service providers, 
providers of public functions and employers to discriminate on the grounds of a 
range of protected characteristics including race, colour, nationality and ethnic or 
national origins. All local national health service organisations are subject to the 
provisions of the Act including the public sector equality duty which requires them, 
in exercising their functions, to consider eliminating discrimination, harassment 
and other conduct prohibited under the Act, advance equality of opportunity and 
promote good community relations. 

Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what arrangements are in place to 
ensure that (a) political and (b) racial discrimination does not take place within the NHS. 
[108216] 

Mr Simon Burns: There is no place for racial or political discrimination within the 
national health service. All staff in the NHS are required to treat colleagues and 
patients in a fair and non-discriminatory way. This is a guiding principle of the 
NHS, set out in the NHS constitution. 
All NHS bodies are subject to the public sector equality duty under the Equality 
Act 2010 which makes discrimination on the grounds of race illegal. 
Public appointments to NHS boards are made on merit and managed through a 
fair and open process, as required by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
005.htm#1205231000013  
 

Developing Countries: Irrigation 
Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the use of drip irrigation systems in developing countries; 
and whether his Department is engaged in work with Israel in this field. [108195] 

Mr Duncan: In a resource constrained and climate challenged world it is 
imperative to focus on technologies that produce the best production returns for a 
developing country's farmer in terms of cost and resource efficiency. However 
DFID has not made a specific assessment of the use of drip irrigation. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0005.htm#1205231000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0005.htm#1205231000013
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DFID has not had any discussions with Israel on international co-operation in 
agriculture technology relating to drip irrigation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
002.htm#12052254000072  
 

Middle East 
Ann Clwyd: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer of 23 April 2012,Official Report, columns 752-3W, on the Arab 
Partnership fund, what projects will be funded through the Arab Partnership fund in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories in 2012-13. [107958] 

Alistair Burt: For the financial year 2012-13, the Arab Partnership Participation 
Fund has so far agreed to provide a total of £30,000 in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, to support greater political participation by young people, through the 
following three pilot projects: 
(i) Support to the Youth Local Council, to build leadership, democracy and good 
governance skills of young people through their direct engagement with electoral 
processes and understanding of concepts of democratic participation and 
citizenship; 
(ii) ‘Yes we can’ Youth Forum to empower Palestinian Youth and increase their 
participation in public life through leadership and advocacy training, (especially in 
the “seam” area of Jerusalem between the green line and the security barrier); 
(iii) the ‘Youth to Lead’ initiative, to stimulate the engagement of young people in 
creative forms of self-expression and participation, with a focus on social media. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
002.htm#12052254000032  
 

Egypt: Israel 
Mr Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will hold discussions with his Egyptian and Israeli counterparts on the dispute 
over a 20-year gas contract between those countries. [108634] 

Alistair Burt: On 22 April, Egyptian energy company EGAS announced that it had 
unilaterally cancelled its contract to supply gas to East Mediterranean Gas, a joint 
Israeli/Egypt gas company supplying gas to Israel. We understand that the parties 
are in contact to resolve this issue, but this is a commercial matter in which the 
UK is not involved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
002.htm#12052254000030  
 

Israel 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli government on progress in the 
peace process. [108281] 

Alistair Burt: We have regular discussions with the Israeli Government on the 
Middle East Peace Process. 
Most recently the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), spoke to the new 
Israeli Vice Prime Minister Shaul Mofaz on 11 May and encouraged him to use 
the formation of the new Israeli Government coalition to launch a positive and 
decisive move on the peace process, 
The Secretary of State and I raised this issue during our respective meetings in 
the past month with the Israeli National Security Adviser and the Israeli 
ambassador to London. Our ambassador to Israel also regularly discusses this 
issue with senior Israeli Ministers and officials. 

Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what plans he has for the UK to institute a total ban on settlement trade. [108727] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000030
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Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. We constantly urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement activity. 
Settlement produce and financing are kept under active consideration. We 
understand the concerns of people who do not wish to purchase goods exported 
from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. In order to enable 
consumers to make a more fully informed decision concerning the products they 
buy, the UK introduced, in December 2009, voluntary guidelines to enable 
produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories to be specifically 
labelled as such. We are in discussion with EU partners who are considering 
introducing similar provisions in other EU countries. However, there is no specific 
proposal to institute a total ban on settlement trade. 

Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on ensuring goods, services and 
products from illegal Israeli settlements are excluded from EU and member state 
procurement. [108729] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. We constantly urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement activity. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), and I have regular 
discussions with our EU counterparts on these issues. The EU Foreign Affairs 
Council most recently discussed issues relating to the Middle East Peace 
Process, including settlements, on 14 May. In the meeting's Conclusions, the EU 
and its member states: "reaffirmed their commitment to fully and effectively 
implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to 
settlement products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being 
carried out together with the Commission in this regard." 
Full text of the Conclusions may be found at:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1301
95.pdf  
We regularly discuss with EU partners our assessment of Israeli settlement 
activity. There is currently no specific proposal for excluding goods, services and 
products from settlements from EU and member state procurement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
002.htm#12052254000031  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development with 
reference to his Department's funding of the construction of new schools in the Gaza 
Strip, what steps his Department is taking to ensure that textbooks used in such schools 
do not promote the glorification of terror and violence. [108887] 

Mr Duncan: I refer my hon. Friend to the reply given to my hon. Friend the 
Member for Brigg and Goole (Andrew Percy) on 16 April 2012, Official Report, 
241W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0
002.htm#12052254000078  
 

The reply referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0
010.htm#12041731000023  

 
 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/text/120522w0002.htm#12052254000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0010.htm#12041731000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0010.htm#12041731000023
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UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council and Development Foreign Affairs Council 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague): 
… Middle East Peace Process 
Ministers agreed conclusions (see link above) stressing their commitment to a two-state 
solution to the conflict, and expressed concern about developments on the ground that 
could threaten the goal of a two-state solution, including in area C of the west bank and in 
East Jerusalem. They also reiterated the importance of Israel’s security. 
I welcomed the conclusions and expressed hope that the new Israeli coalition could 
benefit the peace process. I also reminded colleagues of some recent positive 
steps including the import into the UK of textiles from Gaza for the first time since 2007. 
There is an urgent need to relax the restrictions imposed on Gaza in order to allow 
products to be exported to the west bank, Israel and the EU. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/wmstext/12052
2m0001.htm#12052229000005  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary discusses Iran and MEPP with Israeli Foreign Minister 
… the Foreign Secretary, William Hague, welcomed Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman at the start of his two-day visit to the UK. The Ministers welcomed the growing 
strength of the bilateral relationship and efforts to deepen economic and hi-tech co-
operation. They also discussed regional issues, including Iran and the Middle East Peace 
Process – including the importance of strengthening the Palestinian Authority. Speaking 
after the meeting, the Foreign Secretary said: 
"I was pleased to welcome Foreign Minister Lieberman to the UK yesterday. We had a 
positive, wide-ranging meeting. In particular we discussed Iran and our shared 
determination to prevent Iran developing a nuclear weapon and the importance of Iran 
engaging meaningfully with the E3+3 in Baghdad to build confidence and help enable a 
peaceful resolution to the nuclear issue. 
"I made clear the UK’s concern about the current stalemate in the Middle East Peace 
Process, and our view that there is an urgent need for progress. I expressed the UK’s 
firm view that continued illegal Israeli settlement expansion in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank is harming Israel's international standing and endangering the two state 
solution. I reiterated our unswerving support for a lasting two state solution to the conflict 
that achieves a secure Israel alongside a sovereign and viable Palestinian State, based 
on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem the future capital of both states, and a fair 
settlement for refugees, and our readiness to work with Israeli and Palestinian leaders to 
bring that about". 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=767474982  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-02992 Alison Johnstone: Eden Springs and International Law—That the 
Parliament notes with concern that, in October 2010, Scottish Enterprise committed to 
provide a grant worth £200,000 to Eden Springs UK Ltd, which it understands is owned, 
managed and controlled by Eden Springs Ltd, a company extracting water resources 
from the Syrian Golan; notes that the Syrian Golan territory has been illegally occupied 
by Israel since 1967 in violation of international law and numerous UN resolutions; further 
notes that the Hague Convention of 1907 prohibits the use of natural resources from 
occupied territory for commercial gain (article 47) and the privatisation of these resources  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/wmstext/120522m0001.htm#12052229000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120522/wmstext/120522m0001.htm#12052229000005
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=767474982
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(article 55), and calls on the Scottish Government to direct Scottish Enterprise 
to withdraw any grant monies not yet delivered and to issue clear guidance so that, in 
future, Scottish Enterprise will not support or deal with Eden Springs or any other 
company that is considered to be in breach of international law. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02992&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases (closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02992&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02992&ResultsPerPage=10
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes and 
incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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