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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Extremism 
Tom Blenkinsop: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the activities of far-right political extremists in 
other EU member states. [106431] 

Mr Lidington: The Government keeps political developments in other EU member 
states under constant review, including the activities of racist and extremist 
parties. 
The Government opposes racism and extremism in all its forms. We believe in the 
fundamental values of liberty, democracy and respect for human rights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0
002.htm#12051418000038  
 

 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statements 

Government's Legislative Programme 2012-13 
The Leader of the House of Commons (Sir George Young): Following yesterday’s 
State Opening of Parliament, and for the convenience of the House, I am listing below 15 
Bills which the Government intend to bring forward in the current Session: 
Banking Reform Bill 
Children and Families Bill 
Crime and Courts Bill 
Croatia Accession Bill 
Defamation Bill 
Electoral Registration and Administration Bill 
Energy Bill 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
European Union (Approval of Treaty Amendment Decision) Bill 
Groceries Code Adjudicator Bill 
House of Lords Reform Bill 
Justice and Security Bill 
Pensions Bill 
Public Service Pensions Bill 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0002.htm#12051418000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0002.htm#12051418000038
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Small Donations Bill 
In addition, a draft Care and Support Bill, a draft Local Audit Bill, a draft Water Bill and a 
draft Communications Data Bill were included in the Queen’s Speech. The Government 
intend to bring forward measures to maintain the ability of the law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies to access vital communications data under strict safeguards to 
protect the public, subject to scrutiny of draft clauses. Other draft measures for pre-
legislative scrutiny will be published in the course of the session. 
The Government also intend to bring forward a Scottish Law Commission Bill on Scottish 
Unincorporated Associations and Partnerships, if parliamentary time allows. 
Following the resolution of the House of 13 October 2011, which invited me and the 
Procedure Committee to put in place a pilot scheme for explanatory statements on 
amendments to Bills, I will write shortly to the chair of the Procedure Committee with 
proposals for such a pilot in respect of two Bills to be introduced early in this session. I 
hope to make a further announcement soon. 
Following the pilot for public reading stage of the Protection of Freedoms Bill in the last 
Session, I intend to bring forward proposals for a further pilot in respect of at least one Bill 
in the course of this Session. I will make a further announcement in due course. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120510/wmstext/12051
0m0001.htm#12051028000011  

 
Outcome of the Equalities red tape challenge and reform of the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
Secretary of State for the Home Department (Theresa May): … The Equalities red 
tape challenge package balances the need to provide important legal protection from 
discrimination with identifying which measures in the Equality Act 2010 are placing 
unnecessary or disproportionate burdens on business. 
The package aims to reduce these burdens through delaying or repealing the law. … 
We will: 

 proceed with the repeal of the socio-economic duty 
 delay commencement of the dual discrimination provisions in the Equality Act 

2010 
 delay commencement of reasonable adjustments to common parts provisions 

We have also looked again at the public sector equality duty. This government has a 
strong commitment to equality of opportunity. But we also have a strong desire to reduce 
unnecessary bureaucracy where it exists and consider alternatives to legislation. We 
committed last year to assess the effectiveness of the PSED specific duties. We have 
decided to bring forward that review and extend it to include both the general and specific 
duties to establish whether the duty is operating as intended. … 
Taking account of the views expressed in our consultation 'Building a fairer Britain: 
reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission', we have decided to scrap vague, 
unnecessary and obsolete provisions from the Equality Act 2006 to focus the EHRC on 
its core functions. 
In parallel, we are implementing a strong package of non-legislative measures, including: 

 recruiting a new chairman, to succeed Trevor Phillips (who is standing down), and 
a new smaller board 

 conducting a comprehensive review of the EHRC's budget 
 implementing tighter performance and financial controls … 

To read the full statement see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/parliamentary-business/written-
ministerial-statement/red-tape-reform-ehrc/  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120510/wmstext/120510m0001.htm#12051028000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120510/wmstext/120510m0001.htm#12051028000011
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/parliamentary-business/written-ministerial-statement/red-tape-reform-ehrc/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/parliamentary-business/written-ministerial-statement/red-tape-reform-ehrc/
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Home Office 

Response to the Consultation: Building a fairer Britain: Reform of the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/government-equality/EHRC-
consultation-response?view=Binary  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

European Parliament Declaration 

Declaration of the European Parliament of 10 May 2012 on support for the 
establishment of a European Day of Remembrance for the Righteous 
The European Parliament, –  having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure, 
A.  recalling the great moral significance of the Garden of the Righteous in Jerusalem, 
initiated by the late Moshe Bejski, paying tribute to those who helped the Jews during the 
Holocaust; 
B.  recalling the institutions that have honoured people who saved lives during all 
genocides and mass murders (such as the Armenian, Bosnian, Cambodian and 
Rwandan ones) and the other crimes against humanity perpetrated in the 20th and 21st 
centuries; 
C.  recalling all those who preserved human dignity during Nazism and Communist 
totalitarianism; 
D.  whereas the remembrance of good is essential to the process of European integration 
because it teaches younger generations that everyone can always choose to help other 
human beings and defend human dignity, and that public institutions have a duty to 
highlight the example set by people who managed to protect those persecuted out of 
hate; 
1.  Supports the call made by leading citizens to establish a European Day of 
Remembrance for the Righteous to commemorate, on 6 March, those who challenged 
crimes against humanity and totalitarianism with individual responsibility; 
2.  Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the 
signatories, to the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Commission, the Council and the parliaments of the Member States. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2012-
0205+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department is taking to investigate the demolition of the children's 
playground at the Madaa creative centre in Silwan, near Jerusalem. [106650] 

Alistair Burt: We have concerns about the threatened and actual demolition of 
Palestinian homes and buildings in the town of Silwan, east Jerusalem. We are 
urging Israel to desist from the demolitions and evictions, which we consider to be  
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/government-equality/EHRC-consultation-response?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/government-equality/EHRC-consultation-response?view=Binary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2012-0205+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2012-0205+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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contrary to Israel's obligations under international humanitarian law; harmful to the 
peace process; as well as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 
I raised our concerns about Silwan with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 
February and the broader issue of demolitions with Israeli Deputy Prime Minister 
Meridor on 19 March. Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv lobbied the 
Jerusalem municipality on 21 February about the specific issue of the demolition 
of the children's playground at the Madaa creative centre. They were told that the 
Municipality had no plans to conduct wide-scale demolitions in the immediate 
future, which is welcome. 

Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the number of Palestinian patients from the (a) west 
bank and (b) Gaza Strip who visited Israel for medical treatment in 2011. [106660] 

Alistair Burt: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the west bank and east Jerusalem, as well as the restrictions 
on movement of goods and people from Gaza. It remains difficult for Palestinians 
to enter east Jerusalem for work, education, medical treatment or religious 
worship. 
We do not currently have figures for the number of Palestinian patients who have 
visited Israel for medical treatment in 2011. The World Health Organisation is due 
to publish a report on Palestinian access to health care later this month. 
Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the Israeli authorities on the 
issue of movement and access. We continue to work closely with the Quartet and 
EU partners, and to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access. 
The Department for International Development (DFID) supports the UN Access 
Coordination Unit to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, UN and aid 
agencies to facilitate the transfer of vital humanitarian assistance, including 
medical equipment and supplies, in and out of Gaza. DFID are also providing 
financial support to the Palestinian Authority to help deliver essential services, 
including medical supplies, to Gaza. 

Mr Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department has taken to encourage the Israeli government either to bring 
charges against or release Palestinian prisoners held in administrative detention. 
[106831] 

Alistair Burt: I have regularly raised our concerns about the use of administrative 
detention by Israel, including with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Ayalon on 27 
February, Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Meridor on 19 March and the Israeli 
ambassador to London on 8 May, The UK ambassador to Israel also raised the 
issue with Israeli Foreign Minister Lieberman on 10 May. 
We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0
002.htm#12051418000039  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (57) Co-operative Group’s Israeli boycott – That this House 
congratulates the Co-operative Group for its decision to ban all Israeli goods from the 
occupied Palestinian West Bank and for also boycotting all goods from Israeli companies 
including Arava Export Growers, Agrexco, Adafresh and Mehadrin; calls on all other 
supermarket chains and suppliers to follow the excellent lead of the Co-operative Group; 
recalls that it was such boycott policies which helped end apartheid in South Africa; and 
calls on the  Government to  make  representations  to the  EU to  urge  that  all  member  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0002.htm#12051418000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120514/text/120514w0002.htm#12051418000039
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states issue similar boycott measures and to end the special trading status which the EU 
has with Israel. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/57  
 

 

Council of the European Union 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 
1. "The EU reaffirms its commitment to a two-state solution and its conviction that the 
ongoing changes across the Arab world make the need for progress on the Middle East 
peace process all the more urgent. … 
2. Ending the conflict is a fundamental interest of the EU as well as of the parties 
themselves … 
3. The EU welcomes Prime Minister Netanyahu's statement that the new Israeli 
government will try to advance the peace process. … 
4. The EU and its Member States reiterate their fundamental commitment to the security 
of Israel … The EU is appalled by recurring rocket attacks from Gaza … 
5. … The EU expresses deep concern about developments on the ground which threaten 
to make a two-state solution impossible: … the marked acceleration of settlement 
construction, … the ongoing evictions and house demolitions, changes to the residency 
status of Palestinians,  the prevention of peaceful Palestinian cultural, economic, social or 
political activities. … 
6. … the EU reiterates its positions and determination to contribute to maintaining the 
viability of the two-state-solution in accordance with international law … 
7. The EU expresses deep concern regarding settler extremism and incitement by settlers 
in the West Bank. … 
8. The EU remains committed to the Palestinian state building process … The EU is 
concerned about recent reports of arrests of journalists … 
9. The European Union has consistently called for intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind 
President Mahmoud Abbas … 
10. Fully recognising Israel's legitimate security needs, the EU continues to call for the 
immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian 
aid, commercial goods and persons to and from the Gaza Strip, … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf  
 
 

European Commission 

Country Progress Report – Israel 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/335&format=HTML
&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 
Country Progress Report – occupied Palestinian territory 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/341&format=HTML
&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 

 

European Union Institute for Security Studies 

Why is the EU ‘irrelevant’ for Israel? (Tova Norlén) 
… The European perspective on the Middle East emanates from a mix of sources, but 
also from the absence of a clear  policy.  The  fact  that  the  EU  is  Israel’s  main  trading  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/57
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/335&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/335&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/341&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/341&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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partner, and that Israel is an important contributor to European research and 
development should give the EU more leverage in its relationship with Israel. However, 
the opposite is true. When the European Union expressed disappointment and 
disapproval in response to new Israeli settlement construction in December 2011, a 
number of Israeli politicians lashed out against the EU declaring it to be “irrelevant”. 
Although this unusually undiplomatic reaction was quickly smoothed over by Defence 
Minister Ehud Barak, it demonstrates that Israel does not have much patience for any 
actor who does not fully share its agenda. In order to become relevant, the EU thus 
needs to develop a much more comprehensive strategic package with respect to its own 
goals in the Middle East. … 
To read the full article see 
http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/why-is-the-eu-irrelevant-for-israel/  
 

 

United Nations 

UN envoy welcomes deal to end hunger strike by Palestinian prisoners in Israel 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry, has welcomed the agreement reached to end the hunger strike by Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli custody. Mr. Serry “urges all involved to implement the agreement in 
good faith and promptly,” according to a statement issued today in Jerusalem. … 
For weeks now, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and other senior UN officials have been 
stressing the importance of averting any further deterioration in the condition of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli custody who are on hunger strike, urging everyone 
concerned to reach a solution to their plight without delay. 
Under the agreement, which was signed on Monday following mediation by Egypt and 
Jordan, Israel will reportedly end solitary confinement for all prisoners and allow around 
400 prisoners from Gaza to receive family visits. It agreed to discuss improvements in 
prison conditions, such as access to televisions and telephone calls. 
In return, according to media reports, Palestinian prisoners’ leaders have signed a 
commitment to “completely halt terrorist activity inside Israeli prisons,” including 
recruitment, practical support, funding and co-ordination of operations. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42000&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission publishes formal assessment of government’s 2010 spending review 
… The Commission's report considers the extent to which the decision-making by 
ministers and Treasury officials met legal obligations to consider the impact on equality 
when completing the Review. …  
The report commends Ministers and officials for "serious" efforts to meet the 
requirements of their obligations. It finds that in six cases the Treasury acted in 
accordance with the requirements under the equality duties … However, in three cases, 
the Commission says that it was unable to establish whether or not the decisions were in 
full accord with the requirements of the duty because of a lack of clarity as to a) where 
the true site of the decisions lay and b) whether or not some decisions were the 
responsibility of other government departments or the government as a whole. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/may/commission-publishes-formal-
assessment-of-government-s-2010-spending-review/  
 

http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/why-is-the-eu-irrelevant-for-israel/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42000&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/may/commission-publishes-formal-assessment-of-government-s-2010-spending-review/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2012/may/commission-publishes-formal-assessment-of-government-s-2010-spending-review/
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Making Fair Financial Decisions 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Inquiries/s31_final.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0007/13007.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/2013004.pdf  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0005/13005.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0005/en/13005en.pdf  
 
** Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0008/13008.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
 
 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Inquiries/s31_final.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0007/13007.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/2013004.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0005/13005.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0005/en/13005en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0008/13008.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
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** Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third 
parties (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
** Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
** Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes 
and incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158   

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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